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STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING

 COMMITTEE ON JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON REDISTRICTING

Date: 03/15/2011 ATTENDANCE

Time: 06:02 PM to 09:10 PM Brophy X
Carroll X

Place: University of Colorado Boulder Coram *
Nikkel X

This Meeting was called to order by Pabon X
Senator Heath Scheffel X

Schwartz X
This Report was prepared by Vigil X

Christie Lee Balmer X
Heath X

X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Bills Addressed: Action Taken:
Boulder Public Hearing Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only

06:02 PM  --   Boulder Public Hearing

Senator Heath, co-chair, called the meeting to order.  The committee held a moment of silence for the 
victims of the earthquake and tsunami in Japan.  The committee said the Pledge of Allegiance.

06:06 PM

The members of the committee introduced themselves.  

06:10 PM

Representative Balmer talked about the redistricting process and the committee and its charge.

06:14 PM

Senator Heath emphasized some of the remarks made by Representative Balmer and also talked about the 
committee and its goals.  He explained that Colorado is not adding or subtracting a district, but must make all the 
districts nearly equal in population.  Senator Heath also introduced the legislators who were present in the audience, 
including former House Majority Leader Paul Weissmann, Representative Dickey Lee Hullinghorst, Representative 
Claire Levy, Representative Deb Gardner, and Senator Jeanne Nicholson.
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06:19 PM

Tom Morris, Office of Legislative Legal Services, gave an overview of the redistricting process in 
Colorado.  He explained that there are two legal requirements the committee must follow when creating districts:  
equal population and the Voting Rights Act.  Mr. Morris explained the population shifts in the state and what needs 
to occur in each district based on the latest census numbers:

•      District 1 needs gain 56,418 people;
•      District 2 needs to lose 15,348 people;
•      District 3 needs to gain 12,271 people;
•      District 4 needs to lose 6,584 people;
•      District 5 needs to lose 7,445 people;
•      District 6 needs to lose 79,356 people; and
•      District 7 needs to gain 40,047 people.

06:25 PM

Stephen Bailey, representing himself, and a former Congressional District 2 candidate, talked about his 
dislike for gerrymandering and the emphasis on communities of interest.  He asked that the committee keep 
Longmont whole and together.  He mentioned that he does not like the fact that Jefferson County is split into four 
different congressional districts.  Representative Balmer asked Mr. Bailey to comment on the piece of Adams 
County that is in Congressional District 2 and how it fits with the rest of the district.  Representative Pabon asked 
Mr. Bailey to elaborate on his comments that Grand and Eagle County should not be in Congressional District 2.

06:31 PM

Susan Marine, representing herself, gave reasons why the City and County of Broomfield should remain in 
the same district as Boulder.  She talked about the human services and the school district they share.  

06:34 PM

Dan Gould, representing himself, talked about communities of interest and stated that they should be the 
primary factor in making redistricting decisions.  He stated that if the committee would like to move a piece of 
Boulder out of Congressional District 2, to consider moving the area along the highway to Congressional District 4 
because it shares many similarities with Longmont.  Representative Balmer asked the witness to talk about the 
communities of interest along I-70 that link communities to Boulder.  He also asked whether Estes Park has any 
similarity to Boulder.  Mr. Gould stated that Lyons is closely aligned with Estes Park.  
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06:39 PM

Britta Singer, resident of Boulder, talked about Longmont, Loveland, and Fort Collins, and that they are all 
former agriculture areas that have grown a lot that have a transportation connection.  She also talked about 
Greeley’s connection with these cities as well.  

06:43 PM

John Rosenfeld, Eagle County Republicans, talked about Eagle County and explained that it has water and 
energy production issues that connects them with the Western Slope.   Senator Heath asked him to comment on 
where Eagle County should go.  He said they are more aligned with the mountain tourism community.  
Representative Pabon asked the witness to talk about what Eagle has in common with Summit and Grand Counties.   
Mr. Rosenfeld talked about the I-70 corridor issues that align Eagle with Grand and the tourism interests that align 
them with Summit.  Representative Pabon asked whether he would like those three counties together.  
Representative Balmer said he thinks that Clear Creek and Gilpin can be involved in that discussion as well.  
Senator Schwartz talked about water sheds in her district and asked whether the I-70 corridor ties Eagle County 
with the Front Range.  

06:51 PM

Shari Malloy, talked about Longmont and asked that it remain in Congressional District 4 in order to keep 
its autonomy.  She talked about the growing Latino community of interest in Longmont that would be better heard 
in Congressional District 4.  Ms. Malloy talked about the Saint Vrain school district interests as well.  

06:53 PM

Bob Foley, representing himself, a resident of Gypsum in Eagle County, talked about the impacts 
redistricting will have over the next ten years.  He mentioned that he has to go over two mountain passes to get to 
Denver and that most of the residents in Eagle County travel to Grand Junction from Eagle rather than to Denver.  
Representative Balmer asked why Eagle would rather be in Congressional District 3 than Congressional District 7 
and whether it had anything to do with the competitiveness of the districts or lack thereof.  Mr. Foley stated that it is 
more for geographic reasons than anything else.  Representative Pabon asked Mr. Foley to comment on the airport 
in Eagle County.  
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06:57 PM

Kaye Ferry, Chair of the Eagle County Republicans, who ran for the State Board of Education, talked 
about the western slope communities and the difference with the Front Range, starting with education.  She talked 
about the continental divide.  She distributed a handout of her testimony (Attachment A).  Representative Pabon 
asked whether it was easier to come to Boulder for this hearing than Grand Junction.  Representative Balmer asked 
if the committee were to remove Eagle County from Congressional District 2 and move it to Congressional District 
3, where she would make up for the 52,000 people and talked about taking from the counties in the southern part of 
the state, like Otero, Las Animas, and Pueblo.  Ms. Ferry talked about the I-70 corridor and its tie with the western 
slope over the eastern plains.  Senator Heath talked about the hearings in Alamosa.  Senator Schwartz asked about 
splitting Eagle County.  Ms. Ferry said she never thinks it is healthy to split counties.  Senator Brophy asked about 
the interests of the people in Eagle County and Gypsum and how many work in the Vail and Avon area.  Ms. Ferry 
talked about the growth in local businesses and the change from years ago, where people could only work in Vail 
and Avon.  

07:08 PM

Jeffrey Bain, representing himself, talked about political competitiveness.  

07:10 PM

Tom Parsons, a resident of Broomfield, asked that Broomfield be included in Congressional District 2 with 
Boulder.  He talked about the transportation interests they share and will share in the future.   Mr. Parsons also 
talked about the open spaces issue they also share with Boulder.  A copy of his testimony is attached 
(Attachment B).

07:13 PM

Mary Blue, a resident of Longmont, talked about the 2001 change that removed Longmont from Jefferson 
County.  She asked that Longmont stay compact and in Congressional District 4.  Ms. Blue talked about 
competitiveness and the similarities Longmont has with Loveland and Fort Collins, including water and energy 
issues.  
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07:16 PM

Tom Waldow, a resident of Grand County, talked about the I-70 corridor, pine beetle, and the continental 
divide, and said it makes sense that Grand, Gilpin, and Clear Creek Counties all stay together.  

07:18 PM

Richard Pabon, a resident of Congressional District 2 in unincorporated Adams County, talked about the 
15,000 person overage in Congressional District 2.  He suggested incorporating some of southern Jefferson County, 
Denver County, or Northern Boulder County in to Congressional District 7.  He talked about the increase in the 
Hispanic population in Colorado.  

07:22 PM

Kay Foley, representing Gypsum, talked about the differences between Gypsum and Boulder.  

07:24 PM

Al Kolwicz, representing himself, talked about the committee’s website and the importance of posting 
information for the public to access through this process.  He talked about the importance that the committee 
complete the redistricting process and not leave it to the courts.  Representative Balmer talked about the census data 
that is available on the census website.  

07:28 PM

Katheran Pacen Sand from Eagle County talked about issues that impact her as a small-business owner.

07:31 PM

Kay Fiscenger, representing herself, a Longmont resident, said Longmont is an urban city with a small 
town feel.  She talked about the differences the city has from Firestone.  

07:34 PM

Debra Irvine, Summit County GOP Chair, asked that the county representation be more conducive with the 
western slope and be included in Congressional District 3.  
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07:36 PM

Edie Hooton, resident of Boulder, on behalf of Angie Layton from Louisville, stated that Tom Parsons 
comments were appropriate and that Longmont should stay in Congressional District 4.  She asked that the cities 
take priority over counties.  Representative Pabon asked Ms. Hooton about the cities in Boulder County and 
whether she feels they are more important than the counties.  Ms. Hooton said absolutely yes.  

07:41 PM

Sally Martin talked about maintaining Eagle, Summit, and Grand counties in Congressional District 2 and 
seconded maintaining Longmont in one district.  She explained the communities of interest that tie those 
communities together, including the historic prospective, the tourism industry, beetles, large numbers of 
entrepreneurs with at-home offices, recreation as a quality of life issue, the I-70 corridor, and strong environmental 
outlooks.  She asked that the counties maintain in Congressional District 2.  Representative Balmer asked how long 
she has been co-chair of the Congressional District 2 democrats.  She explained that she is in her second two-year 
term and talked about her background before she held that position.  Representative Balmer asked about the 
competitiveness in Congressional District 2 and whether geography played a role in the most recent primary.  

07:49 PM

Philip Coontus, resident of Evergreen, talked about the impact redistricting has on Clear Creek County.  He 
talked about the similarities with communities along the I-70 corridor.  He stated that Clear Creek  is contiguous to 
Jefferson County.  Senator Heath asked where he would put Clear Creek.  Mr. Coontus explained that Jefferson 
County and everything west of E-470 is more of a mountain rural setting than the Denver-Metro area.  

07:57 PM

Kathy Robinson, a resident of Eagle County, talked about the continental divide.  She said she has more of 
a relationship with the counties west of Eagle than with Boulder.  Senator Schwartz asked whether the western part 
of Eagle County, like Basalt and Glenwood, has a strong connection with the eastern part of Eagle County since Ms. 
Robinson was advocating for Eagle County being made whole. 

08:04  PM

Olivia Mendoza, Executive Director of the Colorado Latino Forum, representing the Hispanic Redistricting 
Coalition, asked that the committee publish all the maps in advance of decision making in order to allow adequate 
time for comment by the public. She expressed concerns that proposed district lines may dilute the Hispanic 
numbers.  She asked for transparency.
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08:08 PM

Winter Torres, Colorado Hispanic Bar Association, representing the Hispanic Redistricting Coalition, 
listed the various organizations that are part of the coalition.  She provided handouts (Attachments C, Attachment D, and
Attachment E).  Ms. Torres specifically discussed a comment that was made at a previous hearing about the voting rights issue.  
She provided clarification since there is more recent case law related to dilution of minority votes.  She stated that it is 
important to keep the Hispanic population in a community of interest so that they can have the opportunity to elect 
candidates of their choice.

            

Ms. Torres reiterated her organization’s request that the process be totally transparent, for example posting 
all maps that are being considered on the internet so that the public can have an opportunity to review them before 
decisions are made.

Senator Carroll stated that around March 30 is when maps are expected to be submitted and her hope was 
that this is when these materials would be made publically available.  Ms. Torres thanked the committee and asked 
that there just not be plans that come up just days or hours before a vote, rather maybe there could be some sort of a 
cut-off date for maps to be proposed.

Representative Balmer stated that his hope is that only one bill would be introduced.  Regardless, he stated 
that House and Senate leadership have the power to grant permission for late bills, so they can possibly control what 
gets introduced.

Representative Balmer further questioned Ms. Torres about the distribution of the Hispanic votes among 
the congressional districts.  Ms. Torres stated that her organization had not yet had a chance to review the data to 
give input on where populations should shift at this point.

08:28 PM

Angelika Schroeder, State Board of Education, representing Congressional District 2, stated that the CU 
Regents and the State Board of Education also run on congressional boundaries.  She stated that this fact makes it 
important to keep school districts, to the extent possible, in the same congressional district.  Senator Brophy asked 
which districts the Longmont and Firestone areas are in.  Ms. Schroeder stated she believed they were in the St. 
Vrain School District.

08:33 PM

Dr. Joel Champion, thanked the committee for its work and its bipartisanship.  He stated that the City of 
Boulder should be kept whole in Congressional District 2 and Longmont in Congressional District 4.  He passed out 
a letter with his comments (Attachment F).
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08:37 PM

Kevin Allen, a resident of Thornton, discussed the Adams and Weld County portions of Congressional 
District 2.  He asked that these areas not be included in a district with Boulder.  He added that Golden should also 
be included in a district other than Congressional District 2.

08:39 PM

Travis Whipple, who testified also at the public hearing in Longmont, asked that the committee disregard 
the current congressional map so that the discussion of where districts must gain or lose population isn’t needed.  
He did state again that Longmont, Loveland, and Ft. Collins all share a strong community of interest and should be 
in the same district.  He stated that starting from scratch will allow communities of interest to be kept together 
without using the map drawn by the Colorado Supreme Court last decade.

08:44 PM

D'Arcy Straub, representing himself and a resident of Littleton, stated that he would submit a written 
statement to the committee at a later date since his comments were quite extensive.  But, he stated that he believes 
that communities of interest and minority populations are not what is taken into consideration.  Rather, districts are 
drawn to get candidates of one or the other party elected.

08:48 PM

Max Schmidt, resident of Congressional District 2 – Eagle County, stated that he doesn’t care whether 
Eagle is in Congressional District 2 or 3, but feels that there is no connection between Eagle and Boulder County.  
He commented on a previous witnesses statement that a map be drawn from scratch, and stated that might be a good 
idea.

08:50 PM

David Hawes, who recently moved to Colorado, agreed with the idea of moving away from the under/over 
method of trying to re-draw the districts.  He laid out a methodology of starting with Congressional District 5 and 
going south into Pueblo, and continued with suggestions for the other districts.

08:58 PM

Representative Balmer commented on some of the rationale as to why the districts were drawn the way 
they were 10 years ago.  He stated that the plan that comes out of this committee needs to be agreeable to both 
parties, and not unduly benefit one party over the other.
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09:01 PM

Randy Milhown, a resident of Eagle County, past chair of the Eagle County Republicans, stated that 
splitting Eagle County would not have a lot of political support from the residents of the county.

09:06 PM

Jeremy Cossette, a resident of Eagle County, stated that Eagle doesn’t really fit with Boulder.

09:07 PM

Beth Hondort, resident of Boulder, stated that Boulder’s school district encompasses 500 square miles, so 
keeping it together shouldn’t necessarily be part of the decision of how to redraw a Congressional District.

09:10 PM

Representative Balmer thanked the citizens who attended tonight’s meeting and adjourned the meeting.
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