
Final
STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING

 COMMITTEE ON JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON REDISTRICTING

Date: 03/12/2011 ATTENDANCE

Time: 08:03 AM to 10:09 AM Brophy X
Carroll X

Place: Inn of the Rio Grande Coram X
Nikkel X

This Meeting was called to order by Pabon X
Senator Heath Scheffel X

Schwartz X
This Report was prepared by Vigil X

Lauren Ris Balmer X
Heath X

X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Bills Addressed: Action Taken:
Alamosa Public Hearing Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only

08:04 AM  --  Alamosa Public Hearing

Representative Balmer, co-chair, called the meeting to order and asked the committee members to 
introduce themselves to the audience.  Representative Balmer provided some background information about the 
creation of the Joint Select Committee on Redistricting.  

08:14 AM

Ms. Brita Darling, Office of Legislative Legal Services, provided an overview of the redistricting process 
in Colorado and explained some of the requirements and parameters the redistricting plan must follow.

08:22 AM  --  Lewis Entz, former state legislator, asked the committee to keep the San Luis Valley whole 
and to keep the district compact.  He suggested adding Chaffee County to CD 3.  He also indicated that he would 
like Alamosa to stay part of the district encompassing the western slope. 

08:25 AM  --  Randall Smith, chair of the Alamosa Republican Party, expressed concern about adding 
areas that do not have the same rural characteristics currently found in the district.  He discussed the size of the 
current district. 

08:26 AM  --  Darius Allen, Alamosa County Commissioner, asked the committee to keep the San Louis 
Valley whole and suggested adding Chaffee County to the district.  He expressed the importance of water in the 
district. 
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08:27 AM  --  Randy Jackson suggested that it would be helpful to know where current congressional 
members on the map live. 

08:29 AM  --  Louise Olsen-Marques, discussed some of the characteristics of CD 5 and expressed interest 
in having Chaffee County included in CD 3.  

08:31 AM  --  Silas Gonzales, Chaffee County, explained that Chaffee County has more in common with 
CD 3 than with CD 5 and asked that it be included with CD 3.  He also discussed the public lands in Chaffee 
County. 

08:33 AM  --  Jim Osborne, former Chaffee County Commissioner and member of Action 22, asked that 
districts follow county and municipal boundaries and that the San Louis Valley be kept together. He also 
recommended drawing districts outside of the Denver Metro Area first.  He discussed Alamosa's similarities with 
the western slope and answered questions from the committee about what areas the district could lose if Chaffee 
County was added. 

08:45 AM  --  Nan Rowe, Archuleta County, suggested moving Crowley and Lake Counties into CD 3.  
She explained that these additions would not significantly alter the political make-up of the existing district.  She 
alternatively suggested splitting Eagle or Chaffee Counties.  Senator Brophy explained that a significant number of 
individuals in Crowley County are prison inmates. 

08:51 AM  --  Marjorie Gray, Buena Vista, indicated that she would like Chaffee County to be added to 
CD 3 and discussed the county’s commonalities with CD 3. She discussed the public lands that are shared with 
other counties in CD 3. She explained her view that voters in Chaffee County are more similar to voters in CD 3 and 
answered questions from the committee about the differences between Lake County and Chaffee County.  

08:57 AM  --  Tim Bachicha, Alamosa, spoke about the importance of keeping the San Luis Valley 
together.   He also spoke in support of adding Chaffee County to CD 3.  

08:58 AM  --  Crestina Martinez, Costilla County Commissioner, spoke in support of keeping the San Luis 
Valley whole and adding Chaffee County to CD 3.  

09:02 AM  --  Ron Brink, Alamosa, explained that people in the San Luis Valley thinks of themselves as 
being part of the Western Slope regarding water issues. 

09:06 AM  --  Gail Brooks, Chair of Chaffee County Democrats, asked that districts be made competitive. 
She explained the Chaffee County's geographic and tourist similarities with CD 3.  She answered questions from the 
committee regarding splitting Chaffee County.  Marjorie Gray came back to discuss the party affiliations of local 
elected officials. 

09:10 AM  --  Bill McClure, former Saguache County Commissioner, emphasized the need to keep the San 
Luis Valley whole and to keep Pueblo in CD 3. He responded to questions from the committee regarding 
communities of interest in Saguache County.
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09:19 AM  --  Gigi Darricades, Colorado Hispanic Bar Association, explained that the Hispanic population 
makes up around 20 percent of Colorado’s total population and has accounted for over 40 percent of the state’s 
growth. She also discussed the importance of Pueblo County to CD 3.  She answered questions from the committee 
about maintaining communities of interest and keeping the Hispanic vote together. 

09:23 AM  --  Rio De LaVista, Alamosa, suggested taking watersheds into consideration in drawing the 
districts. 

09:25 AM  --  Terry Smith, Alamosa, discussed the interests of Hispanic communities.  He also discussed 
the method of counting everyone, including individuals who cannot vote.

09:29 AM  --  Larry Crowder, Alamosa, indicated that he would like to see Pueblo put into CD 5 and 
Chaffee County added to CD 3.  He explained that he would like to see all of rural Colorado into one district. 

09:33 AM  --  Matie Bell Lakish, Saguache County, asked that Chaffee County be included in CD 3 and 
spoke about considering geographic boundaries in developing districts.  She also spoke about some of the 
dissimilarities between CD 3 and Routt and Jackson Counties.    

09:37 AM  --  Theresa Shown, Alamosa, spoke about the importance of farming and ranching to the state 
and the need to keep these interests together.  Senator Brophy spoke about the farming values in Weld Counties. 

09:43 AM  --  Art Vest, Chair of the Republican Party in Costilla County, spoke in support of keeping the 
San Luis Valley together and adding Chaffee County to CD 3.  He answered questions from the county about the 
communities of interests in Costilla County.

09:44 AM  --  Ernnest Marquez, Chaffee County, spoke in support of adding Chaffee County to CD 3 and 
suggested moving Custer County to a different district.  He explained that Chaffee County is connected to the San 
Luis Valley by Highway 285.

09:46 AM  --  Jim Osborn returned to discuss some of the transportation issues in Chaffee County.    

09:47 AM  --  Silas Gonzales returned to speak about the costs of elections when counties are split.  He 
also discussed hospitals and prisons located in Chaffee County.

09:49 AM  --  George Wilkison, Alamosa County Commissioner, suggested putting Lincoln County in a 
different district.

09:51 AM  --  Lewis Entz returned to discuss some of the political history in Costilla County. 

09:53 AM  --  Debora Green, Park County, indicated that she would prefer not to see Chaffee or Park 
County split.  

09:55 AM  --  Joe Gallegos, farmer and rancher in San Luis Valley, spoke in support of keeping Pueblo in 
CD 3. 
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09:57 AM  --  Matie Bell Lakish returned to suggest moving Custer County into CD 5.  

09:58 AM  --  Tim Bachicha, returned to emphasize that keeping the communities of interest related to 
agriculture together is more important than keeping the Hispanic community together.

10:02 AM  --  The committee took questions from the audience.

10:08 AM  --  Representative Balmer thanked the audience for their comments and suggestions.

10:09 AM

The committee adjourned.  


