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FREE STANDING EMERGENCY ROOMS—A DRAFT PROPOSAL FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
The current regulatory environment is in need of improvement relative to the creation of Free 
Standing Emergency Rooms.  Therefore, the Commission proposes the following: 

- A moratorium on the creation of any new Free Standing Emergency Rooms should be 
put in-place so that further expansion does not occur without adequate study. 

- That CDPHE be directed to study the impact of Free Standing Emergency Rooms and 
then draft regulations setting forth the minimum clinical and procedural requirements 
that such a facility must meet, before it is licensed.  This development of regulations 
should include creating similar rules to clarify what standards a facility calling itself an 
“Urgent Care Center” must meet. 

- Once the new regulations are approved and put into effect, existing Free Standing 
Emergency Rooms should be given twenty-four months (24) to qualify under the new 
rules, revert to the level of an “Urgent Care Center”, or close.     


