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01:04 PM  --   Welcome and introduction

Senator Martinez Humenik, chair, called the meeting to order.  She invited Cheryl Caldwell, Director of 
Early Education for Denver Public Schools (DPS), to come to the table to speak about what DPS is doing to 
transition students from preschool to kindergarten.  Ms. Caldwell told the committee about a DPS pilot program 
focusing on the transition, and about possible funding for a similar pilot program in a variety of different school 
districts.  Ms. Caldwell explained that research shows that a successful transition from preschool to kindergarten 
provides for success later in life.  She provided further details about the pilot program, which pairs preschool 
teachers with kindergarten teachers in order to share information about students' daily rituals and routines so that 
kindergarten teachers can mirror the preschool activities to help kids feel more comfortable in a new situation.  She 
also talked about the importance of helping to align district kindergarten curriculum with community preschool 
programs. 

01:09 PM

Senator Martinez Humenik explained that the group would split into five different breakout groups for one 
hour, and then come back together to talk about what each group discussed.  Copies of a document outlining the 
breakout group topics were distributed (Attachment A).  Senator Martinez Humenik recessed the committee in order 
for the breakout groups to meet.
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02:19 PM  --   Discussion

The committee came back to order.  Senator Martinez Humenik asked that a representative from each 
group to come to the table to present what each group discussed.  Lauren Heintz, representing Clayton Early 
Learning, came to the table to present what was discussed by breakout group #1, which focused on child welfare, 
engaging in home visitation, and transitioning to kindergarten.  She discussed the importance of examining smaller 
programs and organizations that are addressing these issues and gathering more information before recommending 
legislation.  She stated that the group discussed the need to look at home visitation programs that currently exist and 
where they intersect and possible funding streams, and explained that there are several successful programs already 
in existence that are looking at these issues.  Senator Marble stressed the importance of local control.  Senator 
Martinez Humenik talked about the importance of outreach within communities. 

02:27 PM

Representing breakout group #2 which focused on teachers, were Kathryn Harris, representing Qualistar, 
and Janiece Walter, representing Red Rocks Community College and the Colorado Community College System.  
Ms. Walter explained that the group discussed the high cost of education for child care workers, which is especially 
challenging due to the low wages these workers are paid.  She said the group discussed the lack of diversity among 
staff in early childhood centers, and talked about concurrent enrollment programs for early childhood entry 
certificates.  Ms. Harris talked about the need to address pay equity since the average hourly wage for childcare 
workers in Colorado is $11.74 per hour.  She said that the group discussed several ways to address pay equity, 
including: closing the gap in the Colorado Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) to make sure that providers get 
paid in full in a timely matter and the child care professional tax credit, which Qualistar is currently studying.  She 
explained that the group also talked about the possibility of fundraising in the business community by encouraging 
it to be part of a quality-improvement system.  She said that group talked about the need for communication across 
the 64 counties in the state in order to share the good work already being done, as well as the need for scholarship 
programs that will allow teachers to work while also working towards their degree.

02:36 PM

Bill Jaeger, representing the Colorado Children's Campaign, presented on behalf of breakout group #3 
which focused on child care licensing; demographics; and family, friend, and neighbor care.  He stated that the 
group mostly discussed the availability of child care, focusing on the need for partnerships between businesses and 
community child care providers and the issues associated with a decrease in available child care slots for infants and 
toddlers.  He explained that there is an insufficient supply of child care, and discussed the need for better data on 
child care availability and the need to award more community-based providers with Colorado Preschool Program 
(CPP) slots.  He said that the group also discussed the need for quality and consistent staff and continuity of care.
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02:42 PM

The next group to present was breakout group #4, focusing on equalizing access to care, funding, and 
resources across districts, the Child Care Contribution Tax Credit, the Early Learning Challenge Grant, and Senate 
Bill 10-191.  Senator Merrifield explained that the group recommends that the commission put forth two bills, the 
first pertaining to exempting licensed preschool and kindergarten through second grade teachers from the 
effectiveness provisions of SB 10-191 and Reading to Ensure Academic Development (READ) Act accountability 
requirements, and the second to increase the number of CPP slots.  He discussed the difference between CPP slots 
and Early Childhood At-risk Enhancements (ECARE) slots, and encouraged more use of community-based 
providers.  He stated that the group talked about how to market the Child Care Contribution Tax Credit, and the 
possibility of expanding the tax credit to allow providers to use the money to apply for a quality rating through 
Colorado Shines. He said the group also discussed how the Early Learning Challenge Grant funds can be used.  A 
document containing a more detailed write-up of the group's discussed can be found as attachment B.
 

02:52 PM

Finally, Representative Pettersen explained what was discussed by breakout group #5 which focused on 
what bills have been brought by the commission in previous years and what bills should be brought by the current 
commission.  She said that the group discussed the need to remove the ten-county limit from the CCAP pilot 
program, and make CCAP benefits more transportable from county to county in order to make the transition more 
smooth for people that move from one county to another.  She explained that the group talked about the need to 
make child care available for parents who are pursuing higher education.  Melissa Beck, representing the Civic 
Canopy, reiterated the need to pay for child care while a parent is pursuing opportunities in skill development and 
streamline the paperwork for CCAP and other programs in order to remove existing barriers and inefficiencies.  
Chaer Robert, representing the Colorado Center on Law and Policy, talked about the need to coordinate workforce 
development and child care assistance efforts between the departments of labor, human services, education, and 
higher education, in order to ensure that they are working together effectively.

03:02 PM

Senator Martinez Humenik talked about the importance of making sure that any legislation put forward by 
the committee is workable and effective.

The following person testified:

03:03 PM    --    Evie Hudak, representing herself, came to the table to talk about early childhood councils 
in Colorado.  She expressed the importance of hearing from early childhood councils because it is their job to 
implement programs, address issues, and funnel grants.

03:12 PM

The committee adjourned. 
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