
 
 

MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETING 
VALLEY SANITATION DISTRICT 

 
April 13, 2016 

5:00 PM 
 

A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Valley Sanitation District was held on this date at  
Centennial Lutheran Church, West Belleview Avenue and South Lowell Boulevard.  Present for 
this meeting were board members:  
 
Phyllis Gooden  Connie Kucharski  Mary Alice Ledbetter  
Rick Boggs   Wilbur Hall 
 
 In addition to the board, Pat Fitzgerald Scott Hand and Chad Weaver, Platte Canyon Water and 
Sanitation District, were in attendance. 
 
A motion was made by Connie Kucharski and seconded by Rick Boggs to approve the minutes.  
The motion passed. 
 
The following bills were presented to the board for their approval.  A motion was made by 
Connie Kucharski and seconded by Rick Boggs to pay the bills.  The members of the board 
approved paying the bills. 
 
__ 2.  APPROVAL OF BILLS:   
  
  

1.  Patricia B. Harris, wages                $      454.10 
 2.  Financial Agent (FICA, Taxes)           156.80  

3.  Utility Notification Center of Colorado            53.41 
4.  Platte Canyon Water & Sanitation District                 4,902.00 

 5.  Market Direct- Newsletter            601.86 
 6.  Collins Cockrel and Cole            439.23 
 7.  Dewberry Engineering, Inc. - 1285294       2,945.00 
 8.  Dewberry Engineering, Inc. – 1294218       3,749.04 
 9.  Francis Kent – Attorney Fees        3,345.00 
 10.  Colorado Department of Revenue-Withholding         105.00 
 11.  Colorado Community Media-Election Cancellation          25.64 
 
      Total   $16,777.08 
__3.  RECEIPTS:  
 
Arapahoe County Taxes                 $      14,981.50 
City and County of Denver              11,781.25 
                      Total                          $      26,762.75 



 
 
__4.  FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING OF DISTRICT: 

WELLS FARGO BANK: 
 

Checking account balance:  $ 6,382.20 
 

 
__5.  COLOTRUST:        March Deposit - $ 42,807.52 

                             Income Earned - $ 100.28 
       Balance - $  233,357.56 
       Interest - .52% 

 
 
__6.  AGENDA ITEMS: 

  
a. Chad Weaver:  Discussed the two possible corridors to relocate the District’s Outfall 

Sewer Interceptor outside of the boundaries of the land fill on property owned by 
Francis Kent.   For the river alignment on the property, five test holes were bored.  At 
this location the objectives of the project would not be met because methane gas was 
found in the soil samples.  At the Clay Street location, one bore was drilled to a depth 
of twenty-five feet to bedrock and there was no fill material and no methane.  The 
Clay Street option is the likely choice for the rerouting of the sewer line.  A lift 
station would be required and land would have to be acquired from Englewood for 
the lift station.  Pat Fitzgerald said we would need to acquire purchase a parcel of 
land of 50’ x 100’ for the lift station.  Properties at Decatur and Federal will also have 
to have their sewer service re-routed to the new lift station. 
 
The geotechnical subcontractor retained by Dewberry Engineering for the project is 
Geotechnical Engineers and they did the bore holes adjacent to the Kent property.  
Geotechnical would be involved throughout the project. 
 
Pat Fitzgerald said that the financial part of the project is being considered.  Some of 
the financial options are:  Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund, State Department of 
Health and other departments for grant funds, A loan would require a TABOR 
election in which Valley voters would have to approve acceptance of the loan and the 
method of generating revenue to retire the debt. The TABOR ballot question could 
either authorize and increase in the property tax mill levy or an increase in the 
District’s sewer service charge.  Pat gave the example of a twenty-year loan at 3% 
with a payment of $150,000 a year.  This would cost homeowners $46 a year.  A 
ballot question would be only for debt as no further mill levy can be assessed.  Now 
that the proposal has been submitted to the Valley Sanitation Board, it can be taken to 
the state for the financing options.  Pat Fitzgerald will provide schedules and scope of 
work at an upcoming meeting as the second phase of the project. 
 



The District’s current mill levy and surcharge are adequate operate the district, but do 
not provide sufficient revenue to pay for capital improvements.  In addition to the 
finances needed for the Kent property, $1.3 million will be needed to replace the 
concrete pipe that is wearing out in the Valley system.  To make all the 
improvements, a total of $3 million will be needed to cover anticipated capital 
improvements.  Pat Fitzgerald will talk to Time Flynn about writing a ballot question. 
 

b. Newsletter:  The draft newsletter to be sent to the district was submitted by Pat 
Fitzgerald for the board review.  The placement of articles was discussed.  The 
newsletter will inform the voters about the Valley Sanitation plans for the Kent 
property and the upgrade work needed in the district that will result in a tax increase.  
There was a motion by Connie Kucharski and seconded by Rick Boggs to mail the 
newsletter as soon as suggested changed are made.  The motion passed. 

 
c.  Scott Hand:  Maintenance was as follows: 
 

March – No work scheduled 
April – Root Cutting:  1,720 scheduled 
 

d.  Financial Report:  With all of the new work, the current status of the budget was 
discussed.  Pat Fitzgerald will check on possible changes that may need to be made to 
the budget. 

 
e. Flatirons Bank:  The CD at Flatirons Bank will be renewed at the end of April.  Pat 

Harris has talked to Vanessa Shipley about interest rates but the rates are not yet 
available.  After coordinating with Wilbur Hall, Pat will work with Vanessa to move the 
CD if the current rates are not what we might get at another bank. 
 

 
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM. The next meeting will 
be Wednesday, May 11, 2016, 5:00 pm, Centennial Lutheran Church.  
 
 
 
Submitted by:  Patricia B. Harris 
  District Manager 
  April 21, 2016    ________________________ 
  
________________________   ________________________ 
 
________________________   ________________________ 


