CITY OF IDAHO SPRINGS

County of Clear Creek

State of Colorado

Ordinance No. 5, Series 2015
AN ORDINANCE INCREASING THE COURT COSTS OF THE IDAHO SPRINGS MUNICIPAL COURT AND ESTABLISHING A NEW SECTION 4-11 OF THE IDAHO SPRINGS MUNICIPAL CODE
WHEREAS, pursuant to its authority under Article 10 of Title 13 of the Colorado Revised Statutes, the City of Idaho Springs previously created the Idaho Springs Municipal Court ("Municipal Court"); and

WHEREAS, the Municipal Court has assessed court costs in the amount of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the past eleven years, last increasing such costs in February of 2004; and
WHEREAS, the City Council is authorized pursuant to C.R.S § 13-10-113(3) to increase such costs by ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it is prudent to raise the Municipal Court costs from twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to thirty dollars ($30.00) to recover the direct costs of operating the Municipal Court that have increased over the past eleven years; and

WHEREAS, the City Council further finds that the direct cost to the City to operate the Municipal Court is greater when a trial is conducted than when a guilty plea is submitted by a defendant or reached as the result of a plea bargain because a trial necessitates additional court staff time, additional court staff tasks and the additional use and scheduling of the City Hall building; and

WHEREAS, the City Council therefore finds that it is prudent to establish court costs of fifty dollars ($50.00) when a guilty verdict is rendered after a trial is conducted, such amount fairly reflecting the direct cost to the City to conduct a trial in the Municipal Court; and
WHEREAS, the City Council further desires to include such court costs within the Idaho Springs Municipal Code for ease of reference and amendment in the future.


now, therefore, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Idaho Springs, Colorado as follows:


Section 1.
Chapter 4 of the Idaho Springs Municipal Code, concerning the Idaho Springs Municipal Court, is hereby amended by the addition of a new Section 4-11, to read in its entirety as follows:

Sec. 4-11.  Court costs.
  Pursuant to C.R.S. § 13-10-113(3), the Municipal Judge is authorized to assess court costs:  

  (A)  In the amount of thirty dollars ($30.00) against any defendant who pleads guilty or nolo contendere or who enters into a plea agreement with the City; and

  (B)  In the amount of fifty dollars ($50.00) against a defendant who, after trial, is found guilty.

Section 2.
The court costs established by this Ordinance shall apply to all court cases adjudicated by the Municipal Court on and after the effective date of this Ordinance.

Section 3.
Should any one or more sections or provisions of this Ordinance be judicially determined invalid or unenforceable, such judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remaining provisions of this Ordinance, the intention being that the various provisions are severable.


Section 4.
Any and all Ordinances or code provisions, or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent herewith are, to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency, hereby repealed; provided, however, that the repeal of such Ordinance or code provision or part thereof shall not revive any other section or part of any Ordinance or code provision heretofore repealed or suspended.


INTRODUCED, READ AND ORDERED PUBLISHED at a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Idaho Springs, Colorado, held on the 8th day of June, 2015.








Michael Hillman, Mayor

ATTESTED AND CERTIFIED:

Diane Breece, City Clerk


PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED, after publication, at a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Idaho Springs, Colorado, held on the 13th day of July, 2015.








___________________________________








Michael Hillman, Mayor

ATTESTED AND CERTIFIED:

______________________________

Diane Breece, City Clerk
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