18-9-204.5. Unlawful ownership of dangerous dog - legislative declaration - definitions.
(1) The general assembly hereby finds, determines, and declares that:
(a) Dangerous dogs are a serious and widespread threat to the safety and welfare of citizens
throughout the state because of the number and serious nature of attacks by such dogs; and
(b) The regulation and control of dangerous dogs is a matter of statewide concern.
(2) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:
(a) "Bodily injury" means any physical injury that results in severe bruising, muscle tears, or skin
lacerations requiring professional medical treatment or any physical injury that requires corrective or
cosmetic surgery.
(a.5) "Bureau" means the bureau of animal protection in the department of agriculture, division of
animal industry, created pursuant to section 35-42-105, C.R.S.
(b) "Dangerous dog" means any dog that:
(I) Inflicts bodily or serious bodily injury upon or causes the death of a person or domestic animal; or
(II) Demonstrates tendencies that would cause a reasonable person to believe that the dog may inflict
bodily or serious bodily injury upon or cause the death of any person or domestic animal; or
(III) Engages in or is trained for animal fighting as described and prohibited in section 18-9- 204.
(c) "Dog" means any domesticated animal related to the fox, wolf, coyote, or jackal.
(d) "Domestic animal" means any dog, cat, any animal kept as a household pet, or livestock. (e)
"Owner" or "owns" means any person, firm, corporation, or organization owning,
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possessing, harboring, keeping, having financial or property interest in, or having control or custody of a
domestic animal, as the term is defined in paragraph (d) of this subsection (2), including a dangerous
dog as the term is defined in paragraph (b) of this subsection (2).
(f) "Serious bodily injury" has the same meaning as such term is defined in section 18-1-901 (3) (p).
(3) (a) A person commits ownership of a dangerous dog if such person owns, possesses, harbors,
keeps, has a financial or property interest in, or has custody or control over a dangerous dog. (b) Any
owner who violates paragraph (a) of this subsection (3) whose dog inflicts bodily injury upon any person
commits a class 3 misdemeanor. Any owner involved in a second or
subsequent violation under this paragraph (b) commits a class 2 misdemeanor.
(c) Any owner who violates paragraph (a) of this subsection (3) whose dog inflicts serious bodily injury
to a person commits a class 1 misdemeanor. Any owner involved in a second or
subsequent violation under this paragraph (c) commits a class 6 felony.
(d) Any owner who violates paragraph (a) of this subsection (3) whose dog causes the death
of a person commits a class 5 felony.
(e) (I) Any owner who violates paragraph (a) of this subsection (3) whose dog injures or
causes the death of any domestic animal commits a class 3 misdemeanor.
(II) Any owner of a dog that is involved in a second or subsequent violation under this
paragraph (e) commits a class 2 misdemeanor. The minimum fine specified in section 18-1.3-501 for a
class 2 misdemeanor shall be mandatory.
(III) (A) The court shall order the convicted owner and any owner who enters into a deferred judgment
or deferred prosecution to make restitution to the injured or dead domestic animal's owner pursuant to
applicable provisions of title 16, C.R.S., governing restitution.
(B) Restitution shall be equal to the greater of the fair market value or the replacement cost of the
domestic animal on the date, but before the time, the animal was injured or destroyed plus any
reasonable and necessary medical expenses incurred in treating the animal and any actual costs
incurred in replacing the injured or destroyed animal.
(B.5) An owner who violates paragraph (a) of this subsection (3) and whose dog damages or destroys
the property of another person commits a class 1 petty offense.

(C) Any owner whose dog damages or destroys property shall make restitution to the owner of such
property in an amount equal to the greater of the fair market value or the replacement cost of such
property before its destruction plus any actual costs incurred in replacing such property.
(e.5) The court shall order any owner of a dangerous dog who has been convicted of a violation of this
section to:
(I) Confine the dangerous dog in a building or enclosure designed to be escape-proof and, whenever
the dog is outside of the building or enclosure, keep the dog under the owner's control by use of a
leash. The owner shall post a conspicuous warning sign on the building or enclosure notifying others
that a dangerous dog is housed in the building or enclosure. In addition, if the conviction is for a second
or subsequent offense, the dangerous dog shall also be muzzled whenever it is outside of the building
or enclosure.
(II) Immediately report to the bureau in writing any material change in the dangerous dog's situation,
including but not limited to a change, transfer, or termination of ownership, change of address, escape,
or death;
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(III) At the owner's expense, permanently identify the dangerous dog through the implantation of a
microchip by a licensed veterinarian or a licensed shelter. A veterinarian or licensed shelter that
implants a microchip in a dangerous dog shall report the microchipping information to the bureau within
ten days after implantation of the microchip, pursuant to section 35-42-115 (2), C.R.S.
(IV) Prior to the implantation of the microchip, pay a nonrefundable dangerous dog microchip license
fee of fifty dollars to the bureau;
(V) Prior to the dangerous dog receiving any service or treatment, disclose in writing to any provider of
the service or treatment, including but not limited to a veterinary health care worker, dog groomer,
humane agency staff person, pet animal care facility staff person, professional dog handler, or dog
trainer, each acting in the performance of his or her respective duties, that the dangerous dog has been
the subject of a conviction of a violation of this section;
(VI) Prior to a change, transfer, or termination of ownership of a dangerous dog, disclose in writing to
the prospective owner that the dangerous dog has been the subject of a conviction of a violation of this
section.
(f) In addition to any other penalty set forth in this subsection (3), upon an owner's entry of a guilty plea
or the return of a verdict of guilty by a judge or jury or a deferred judgment or deferred prosecution for a
violation that results in bodily injury, serious bodily injury, or death to a person, the court, pursuant to
applicable provisions of title 16, C.R.S., governing restitution, shall order the defendant to make
restitution in accordance with said provisions.
(g) (I) In addition to the penalties set forth in paragraphs (b) to (e) of this subsection (3), upon an
owner's entry of a guilty plea or the return of a verdict of guilty by a judge or jury or a deferred judgment
or deferred prosecution for a violation that results in serious bodily injury to a person or death to a
person or domestic animal or for a second or subsequent violation of paragraph (b) or (e) of this
subsection (3) resulting in a conviction or a deferred judgment or a deferred prosecution involving the
same dog of the same owner, the court shall order that the dangerous dog be immediately confiscated
and placed in a public animal shelter and shall order that, upon exhaustion of any right an owner has to
appeal a conviction based on a violation of this subsection (3), the owner's dangerous dog be
destroyed by euthanasia administered by a licensed veterinarian.
(II) In addition to any penalty set forth in paragraphs (b) to (e) of this subsection (3), for a second or
subsequent violation of paragraph (b) or (e) of this subsection (3) resulting in a conviction or a deferred
judgment or a deferred prosecution involving the same dog of a different owner, the court may order
that the dangerous dog be immediately confiscated and placed in a public animal shelter and that, upon
exhaustion of any right an owner has to appeal a conviction based on a violation of this subsection (3),
the owner's dangerous dog be destroyed by euthanasia administered by a licensed veterinarian.
(h) (I) An affirmative defense to the violation of this subsection (3) shall be:

(A) That, at the time of the attack by the dangerous dog which causes injury to or the death of a
domestic animal, the domestic animal was at large, was an estray, and entered upon the property of the
owner and the attack began, but did not necessarily end, upon such property;
(B) That, at the time of the attack by the dangerous dog which causes injury to or the death of a
domestic animal, said animal was biting or otherwise attacking the dangerous dog or its owner;
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(C) That, at the time of the attack by the dangerous dog which causes injury to or the death of a person,
the victim of the attack was committing or attempting to commit a criminal offense, other than a petty
offense, against the dog's owner, and the attack did not occur on the owner's property;
(D) That, at the time of the attack by the dangerous dog which causes injury to or the death of a person,
the victim of the attack was committing or attempting to commit a criminal offense, other than a petty
offense, against a person on the owner's property or the property itself and the attack began, but did
not necessarily end, upon such property; or
(E) That the person who was the victim of the attack by the dangerous dog tormented, provoked,
abused, or inflicted injury upon the dog in such an extreme manner which resulted in the attack.
(II) The affirmative defenses set forth in subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (h) shall not apply to any
dog that has engaged in or been trained for animal fighting as said term is described in section
18-9-204.
(4) Upon taking an owner into custody for an alleged violation of this section or the issuing of a
summons and complaint to the owner, pursuant to the Colorado rules of criminal procedure and part 1
of article 4 of title 16, C.R.S., the owner's dangerous dog may be taken into custody and placed in a
public animal shelter, at the owner's expense, pending final disposition of the charge against the owner.
In addition, in the event the court, pursuant to the Colorado rules of criminal procedure and part 1 of
article 4 of title 16, C.R.S., sets bail for an owner's release from custody pending final disposition, the
court may require, as a condition of bond, that the owner's dangerous dog be placed by an impound
agency, as defined in section 18-9-202.5 (5), at the owner's expense in a location selected by the
impound agency including a public animal shelter, licensed boarding facility, or veterinarian's clinic,
pending final disposition of the alleged violation of this section. The owner is liable for the total cost of
board and care for a dog placed pursuant to this subsection (4).
(5) (a) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a municipality from adopting any rule or law
for the control of dangerous dogs; except that any such rule or law shall not regulate dangerous dogs in
a manner that is specific to breed.
(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to abrogate a county's authority under part 1 of article 15
of title 30, C.R.S., to adopt dog control and licensing resolutions and to impose the penalties set forth in
section 30-15-102, C.R.S.; except that any such resolution shall not regulate dangerous dogs in a
manner that is specific to breed.
(c) No municipality or county may destroy or dispose of a dog that is awaiting destruction or disposition
as of April 21, 2004, in connection with a violation or charged violation of a municipal or county ban on
one or more specific dog breeds.
(6) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the following:
(a) To any dog that is used by a peace officer while the officer is engaged in the performance of peace
officer duties;
(b) To any dog that inflicts bodily or serious bodily injury to any veterinary health care worker, dog
groomer, humane agency personnel, professional dog handler, or trainer each acting in the
performance of his or her respective duties, unless the owner is subject to a court order issued
pursuant to paragraph (e.5) of subsection (3) of this section and the owner has failed to comply with the
provisions of subparagraph (V) of paragraph (e.5) of subsection (3) of this section; or
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(c) To any dog that inflicts injury upon or causes the death of a domestic animal while the dog was
working as a hunting dog, herding dog, or predator control dog on the property of or under the control of

the dog's owner and the injury or death was to a domestic animal naturally associated with the work of
such dog.
18-9-205. Disposition of fines. Any fines collected pursuant to section 18-9-204 shall be transmitted to
the state treasurer, who shall then transmit the same to the county where the offense occurred for
deposit in the general fund to be used for the care of the animals involved in the offense, if required, or,
if not required, for any other lawful purpose.
18-9-206. Unauthorized release of an animal - penalty - restitution. (1) Any person who intentionally
releases any animal which is lawfully confined for scientific, research, commercial, legal sporting, or
educational purposes or for public safety purposes because the animal has been determined to be
dangerous to people, has an infectious disease, or is quarantined to determine whether or not it has an
infectious disease without the consent of the owner or custodian of such animal commits the offense of
unauthorized release of an animal.
(2) Unauthorized release of an animal is a class 2 misdemeanor.
(3) Any person who is convicted of unauthorized release of an animal shall be ordered to pay restitution
for any damages resulting from such release, including the cost of restoring any animal to confinement,
the cost of restoring the health of any animal which is released, the cost of any damage to real or
personal property which is caused by a released animal, or any cost which results if the release causes
the failure of an experiment, including the costs of repeating the experiment, replacement of any animal
released, and the cost of labor and materials associated with such experiment.
18-9-207. Tampering or drugging of livestock. (1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise
requires:
(a) "Exhibition" means a show or sale of livestock at a fair or elsewhere in this state that is sponsored
by or under the authority of the state or any unit of local government or any agricultural, horticultural, or
livestock society, association, or corporation.
(b) "Livestock" means any domestic animal generally used for food or in the production of food,
including, but not limited to, cattle, sheep, goats, poultry, swine, or llamas.
(c) "Sabotage" means intentionally tampering with an animal belonging to or owned by another person
that has been registered, entered, or exhibited in any exhibition or raised for the apparent purpose of
being entered in an exhibition.
(d) (I) "Tamper" means any of the following:
(A) Treatment of livestock in such a manner that food derived from the livestock would be considered
adulterated under the "Colorado Food and Drug Act", part 4 of article 5 of title 25, C.R.S.;
(B) The injection, use, or administration of any drug that is prohibited by any federal, state, Colorado
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or local law or any drug that is used in a manner prohibited by federal law or the law of this state or any
locality thereof;
(C) The injection or other internal or external administration of any product or material, whether gas,
solid, or liquid, to an animal for the purposes of deception, including concealing, enhancing, or
transforming the true conformation, configuration, color, breed, condition, or age of the animal or
making the animal appear more sound than the animal would appear otherwise;
(D) The use or administration for cosmetic purposes of steroids, growth stimulants, or internal artificial
filling, including paraffin, silicone injection, or any other substance;
(E) The use or application of any drug or feed additive affecting the central nervous system of the
animal;
(F) The use or administration of diuretics for cosmetic purposes;
(G) The manipulation or removal of tissue, by surgery or otherwise, so as to change, transform, or
enhance the true conformation or configuration of the animal;
(H) Subjecting the animal to inhumane conditions or procedures for the purpose of concealing,
enhancing, or transforming the true conformation, configuration, condition, or age of the animal or
making the animal appear more sound than the animal would appear otherwise;

(I) Attaching to the animal's hide foreign objects, including hair or hair substitutes, cloth, and fibers, for
the purpose of deception, including concealing, enhancing, or transforming the true conformation,
configuration, color, breed, condition, or age of the animal or making the animal appear more sound
than the animal would appear otherwise;
(J) Substituting a different animal for the animal registered or entered in the exhibition without the
permission of a responsible official of the exhibition.
(II) "Tamper" does not include any action taken or activity performed or administered by a licensed
veterinarian or in accordance with instructions of a licensed veterinarian if the action or activity was
undertaken for accepted medical purposes during the course of a valid veterinarian- client-patient
relationship or any action taken as part of accepted grooming, ranching, commercial, or medical
practices. "Tampering" shall not be construed to include normal ranching practices.
(2) (a) No person shall commit any act in this state that would constitute tampering with or sabotaging
any livestock that has been registered, entered, or exhibited in any exhibition in this state. (b) No
person shall administer, dispense, distribute, manufacture, possess, sell, or use any drug to or for
livestock unless such drug is approved by the United States food and drug administration or the United
States department of agriculture; except that, if either agency has approved an application submitted
for investigational use in accordance with the "Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act", the drug may be used only for the approved investigational use.
(c) No person shall administer, distribute, possess, sell, or use any dangerous drug to or for livestock
unless the drug is accompanied by a prescription issued by a licensed veterinarian entitled
to practice in this state.
(3) Any person who violates the provisions of this section commits a class 1 misdemeanor.
However, in lieu of the fine provided in section 18-1.3-501, the court may impose a fine of not less than
one thousand dollars or more than one hundred thousand dollars.
(4) The name and photograph of any person convicted of violating the provisions of this section shall be
made available for publication in newspapers of general circulation and trade journals.
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18-9-208. Forfeiture of animals. (1) Upon the motion of the prosecuting attorney or upon the court's
own motion, after the conviction of a defendant for cruelty to animals as described in section 18-9-202,
or for animal fighting as described in section 18-9-204, the court may order the forfeiture of any animal
owned by or in the custody of the defendant that:
(a) Was abused, neglected, mistreated, injured, or used by the defendant during the course of the
criminal episode that gave rise to such conviction;
(b) Participated in or was affected by any act set forth in section 18-9-204 (1).
(2) (a) If an animal is the subject of a motion made under subsection (1) of this section and is not
owned by the defendant, the court may nevertheless enter an order of forfeiture of the animal if the
court finds that:
(I) The animal was abandoned prior to the criminal episode described in subsection (1) of this section;
(II) The owner of the animal is unknown; or
(III) The owner of the animal is known but cannot be located.
(b) Any person who contests a motion brought under this section shall establish such
person's standing as a true owner of the animal. The factors to be considered by the court in
determining whether such person is a true owner shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following:
(I) Whether the person was the primary user, custodian, or possessor of the animal;
(II) Whether there is evidence that ownership of the animal is vested in the person;
(III) Whether consideration was paid for the purchase of the animal, and, if so, how much
of the consideration was furnished by the person.
(c) If the court determines that a person other than the defendant is the true owner of the
animal, the court may not enter an order forfeiting the animal under this section unless the court finds:
(I) The true owner was involved in the criminal episode described in subsection (1) of this section;

(II) The true owner knew or reasonably should have known of the criminal episode described in
subsection (1) of this section and failed to take all reasonable steps available to him or her to prevent it;
or
(III) Ownership of the animal was conveyed to the true owner in order to avoid a forfeiture.
(3) An order of forfeiture entered pursuant to this section shall provide for the immediate disposition of
the forfeited animal by any means described in section 18-9-201 (2.5) other than return to the owner. If,
in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian, the animal is experiencing extreme pain or suffering, or is
severely injured past recovery, severely disabled past recovery, or severely diseased past recovery, the
animal may be euthanized without a court order.
(4) The owner or custodian of an animal that is the subject of a motion brought under this section shall
be liable for the cost of the care, keeping, transport, or disposal of the animal. In no event shall the
prosecuting attorney or the office of the prosecuting attorney be liable for such cost.
(5) The court in its discretion may order a forfeiture authorized by this section as an element of
sentencing, as a condition of probation, or as a condition of a deferred sentence.
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18-9-209. Immunity for reporting cruelty to animals - false report - penalty. (1) Except as otherwise
provided in subsection (2) of this section, a person who, in good faith, reports a suspected incident of
cruelty to animals, service animals, or certified police working dogs, as described in section 18-9-202,
to a local law enforcement agency or to the state bureau of animal protection is immune from civil
liability for reporting the incident.
(2) The provisions of subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to a person who knowingly makes a
false report of animal cruelty.
(3) A person who knowingly makes a false report of animal cruelty to a local law enforcement agency or
to the state bureau of animal protection commits a class 3 misdemeanor and shall be punished as
provided in section 18-1.3-501.

