
 

MOFFAT COUNTY LAND USE BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

Monday August 11, 2014 
 

Attendees: 
 
Steve Hinkemeyer, LUB 
Bob Grubb, LUB 
Jean Stetson, LUB 
T.Wright Dickinson, LUB 
Burt Clements, LUB 
Ken Bekkedahl, LUB 
Dave Watson, LUB 
Ray Owens, LUB 
Heather McLaughlin-Sloop, LUB 
Jerod Smith, LUB 
Doug Wellman, LUB 
John Kinkaid, LUB 
Chuck Grobe, Moffat County Commissioner 
Jeff Comstock, Moffat County Natural Resources Dept. 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Steve called the meeting to order at 7:03pm 
 
Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting 
 
Jean /Jerod / Unanimous 
 
General Discussion 
 
Coal Regulation Update-   
 
Sage Grouse Lek Count Report 
Brian Holmes was present via telephone and reported Colorado Parks and Wildlife’s 
(CPW) results of lek counts this year.  He discussed his handouts summarizing the lek 
counts for NW Colorado, North Park, and the Piceance Roan populations.  Brian stated 
NW Colorado grouse populations are up an average of 30%.  Piceance populations are up 
between 70-80%.  Brian believes that the low snow levels around May 25th for the last 
two years allowed increased chick survival.  Good spring weather also allowed insect 
survival and a good food source for chicks.  Brian was clear these were his thoughts, not 
CPW’s.  Dave Watson asked about predation being an issue.  Brian indicated it might be, 
but population numbers still rose across the state.  Brian pointed out that hunting was 



considered compensatory.  Grouse are being harvested at 1 1/2-2% annually and 10% 
harvest is considered compensatory for big game. T.Wright asked about CPW’s 
commitment to long term funding of grouse research.   Brian stated that it was currently a 
priority, at least for the next 1-2 years, but that if the bird was listed by USFWS state 
funding would dramatically decrease.  
 
Waters of the US (WOTUS) 
 
The Land Use Board continued their discussion from last month about the proposed rule 
making from EPA and Army Corps regarding waters of the U.S.  The new proposed rule 
has a comment deadline of October 20, 2014.  T.Wright asked the County to send 
comments consistent with local organizations comments such as Club 20, AGNC, 
Colorado Cattleman’s, mining associations, and county associations.    He discussed the 
concern of the new rules usurping county land use authorities.  T.Wright described a GIS 
based program which the National Cattleman’s Beef Association uses to demonstrate the 
impact of the new rule across the US.  He stated that when he watched what it projected 
for Moffat County, the entire county became a “red zone.”  Ray Owens stated that the 
Conservation District had some information about the EPA rule, Steve presented two 
slide shows that had been prepared by consultants to the mining industry.  Steve 
discussed the aggregate concept created a nexus between uplands and tributaries.  He was 
concerned that anyone moving dirt would be affected and expressed that the County 
should be concerned about roadside ditches.  Steve felt the new rules would shift the 
burden to the permittee to prove permittees were not operating or affecting jurisdictional 
waters.  He stated that overreaching regulations were the continued issue with many of 
the issues the mining industry is dealing with.   
 
After over an hour of discussion regarding the WOTUS issue, the land use board directed 
staff to compile comments from the above mentioned organizations, review the federal 
register notice, and create a draft set of points that would be appropriate for the 
Commissioners to comment by October 20, 2014.  Followup will occur at the next LUB 
meeting.  
 
2477 Quiet Title Update 
Chuck Grobe stated the county attorneys were about to file Quiet Title action on the 
roads suggested by the Land Use Board and asked if everyone is still supportive of the 
effort.  Chuck also reported the Commissioners sent a letter to the Attorney General 
inviting them to participate.   Chuck also described the 12 year statute of limitation issue.  
The land use board moved to “strongly support the commissioners taking action to quiet 
title 5 roads based on  prior 10 years of work, including public meetings, community 
input, and mapping and historical research.”  T. Wright/Dave/ Unanimous. 
 
Response from Senator Udall regarding Vermillion Basin 
Chuck Grobe reported that based on the Land Use Boards advice, the Commissioners 
sent a letter to the Governor, Senator Udall, Senator Bennett, and Representative Tipton 
regarding the  newspaper and magazine articles reporting that Vermillion Basin was next 
on the Secretary of Interior’s list to become a National Monument.  Bennet and Udall’s 



staff called to assure they had been in contact with the Secretary’s office and no such 
effort was underway.  Tipton’s Staff called to state that the Treasured Landscape’s 
Document indicated Vermillion Basin was on the list for monument designation and they 
believed the Secretary was implementing Treasured Landscapes document.  Then Senator 
Udall wrote a letter to the Moffat County Commissioners stating that he had personal 
assurance from the Secretary that Vermillion was not being considered for Monument 
designation.  Chuck shared the letter with the Land Use Board.  
 
Big Game Forever 
Ken Bekkedahl reported on an effort by Big Game Forever to petition the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service to delay a listing decision on Greater Sage Grouse by 10 years.  Big 
Game Forever was heavily involved in the delisting of the wolf in Montana and Idaho.  
He cited an upswing in numbers, record conservation actions occurring, support for 
Colorado’s Credit Exchange system, unparalleled scientific study, and other west-wide 
efforts as reasons to delay the decision.  Ken stated that Big Game Forever takes the 
position that the above mentioned efforts should be allowed time to play out and 
determine if they will be successful.  Listing the bird at this point would significantly 
hamper the voluntary efforts mentioned above and create regulatory burdens preventing 
their intended implementation.  The theory is that after 10 years the likelihood of a “not 
warranted” determination is more likely that it would be today. 
 
 
EPA Listening Session  
John Kinkaid reported the EPA began serious mission creep in 1985 that has now 
extended itself to power plant carbon dioxide.  EPA is proposing a ratcheting down of 
CO2 emissions, ultimately reaching 30% reduction in carbon dioxide from power plants 
by the year 2030.  John believes the EPA is implementing president Obama’s desire to 
gradually phase out coal fired power plants.  John became very public about the EPA not 
hosting public comment hearings in towns affected by the rule.  Rather they chose to hold 
hearings in large cities across the nation.  John spoke with the regional director of the 
EPA while in Denver and they reached a compromise to have a field listening tour in 
Moffat County.  The listening tour will be at Sept. 10-11 at the high school auditorium.  
EPA will describe the new rule to the audience, a discussion panel will be held, and 
public testimony will be taken.   
 
 
Future Agenda Items 
 
Steve requested an update on Travel Management and Lands With Wilderness Character 
Inventories from BLM.  He also suggested follow up on the waters of the U.S. issue 
 
Adjournment: 
 
Burt/Jean/Unanimous 9:13 p.m. 
 


