[image: ]	Summary of 2018 Legislation 

	HB18-1071 
	Regulate Oil Gas Operations Protect Public Safety                 Postponed Indefinitely 

	Summary:
	Current law declares that it is in the public interest to '[f]oster the responsible, balanced development, production, and utilization of the natural resources of oil and gas in the state of Colorado in a manner consistent with protection of public health, safety, and welfare, including protection of the environment and wildlife resources'. The Colorado court of appeals, in Martinez v. Colo. Oil & Gas Conservation Comm'n , 2017 COA 37, has construed this language to mean that oil and gas development is not balanced with the protection of public health, safety, and welfare, including protection of the environment and wildlife resources. Rather, that development must occur in a manner consistent with such protection. The bill codifies the result reached in Martinez.

	
	



	HB18-1080 
	Climate Leadership Awards Program                                         Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The bill adds the duty to develop a Colorado climate leadership awards program to the responsibilities of the climate change position. The program will award organizations and individuals that provide leadership in response to climate change.

	
	



	HB18-1085 
	Health Effects Industrial Wind Turbines                                    Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The bill requires the department of public health and environment to research and compile information on the health effects of noise and stray voltage from industrial wind energy turbines on humans and animals. The department must report research results to the general assembly by January 1, 2020, and present the report to a joint legislative committee of reference. The research and reporting requirements are repealed July 1, 2020.

	
	



	HB18-1098 
	Roll Over Year-end Balance Envtl Response Account                                           Passed

	Summary:
	Under current practice, expenditures by the Colorado oil and gas conservation commission to address the mitigation of adverse environmental impacts of oil and gas operations are paid from the environmental response account of the oil and gas conservation and environmental response fund, and the year-end balance of the account transfers into the fund. The bill specifies that the year-end balance of the account remains in the account.

	
	



	HB18-1107 
	Prewire Residence For Electric Vehicle Charging Port            Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	Under existing law, builders must offer a 'solar prewire' option to purchasers of certain newly constructed residences. The bill applies a similar requirement to facilitate the installation of electric vehicle charging systems by purchasers of new residences, both in traditional detached, single-family homes and also in buildings that contain owner-occupied condominium units.

	
	



	HB18-1201 
	Severance Tax Voter-approved Revenue Change                      Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The bill requires the secretary of state to refer a ballot issue at the general election held on November 6, 2018, to seek voter approval for the state to retain and spend an amount equal to state severance tax revenue. The change only has effect in years when the state would otherwise be required to make a refund under section 20 of article X of the state constitution (TABOR) and is conditioned on the state not:
· Repealing or reducing any of the existing severance tax exemptions or credits; or 
· Reducing the percentage of the severance tax revenue that is allocated to local governments.
If the state does any of these actions, then the state's authority to retain and spend revenues based on the voters' approval of the referred ballot issue is rescinded at that time and going forward.

	
	



	HB18-1215 
	Safe Disposal Naturally Occur Radioactive Material              Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	Current law allows the state board of health to adopt rules concerning the disposal of naturally occurring radioactive materials (NORM) only after the federal environmental protection agency (EPA) has adopted rules concerning the disposal of NORM. The EPA has not adopted the rules. The bill:
· Requires the state board to adopt rules for the disposal of NORM and technologically enhanced NORM (TENORM); and 
· While the state board is conducting its rule-making investigation, requires:
· The department of public health and environment (department) to convene a stakeholder group; 
· Generators of NORM and TENORM waste to report to the department; 
· The department to contract for the creation of a report; 
· The department to submit the report to the general assembly; 
· The department to propose draft rules; and 
· Generators of NORM and TENORM waste to comply with guidance and letters issued by the department and its solid waste management program.

	
	


	
	HB18-1270 
	Public Utilities Commission Evaluation Of Energy Storage Systems                   Passed

	Summary:
	The bill directs the public utilities commission to adopt rules establishing mechanisms for the procurement of energy storage systems by investor-owned electric utilities, based on an analysis of costs and benefits as well as factors such as grid reliability and a reduction in the need for additional peak generation capacity. The information supplied by the utilities must include appropriate data and must specify interconnection points to enable independent evaluation.

	
	



	HB18-1271 
	Public Utilities Commission Electric Utilities Economic Development Rates     Passed

	Summary:
	The bill allows the public utilities commission to approve, and electric utilities to charge, economic development rates, which are lower rates for commercial and industrial users who locate or expand their operations in Colorado so as to increase the demand by at least 3 megawatts. To qualify for the economic development rates, these users must demonstrate that the cost of electricity is a critical consideration in their decision where to locate or expand their business and that the availability of lower rates is a substantial factor. The rates may be offered for up to 10 years.
The bill also authorizes the expansion of a voluntary renewable energy program or service offering as necessary to meet the needs of a commercial or industrial customer that makes a capital investment of $250 million or more, requires the expansion in order to remain as a customer of a utility, or is a new customer.
Utilities that offer economic development rates shall not cross-subsidize the economic development rates by raising rates on other customers, and a utility bears the burden of proof on this issue in any proceeding before the commission.

	
	



	HB18-1274 
	Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions by 2050                                  Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The bill requires that, by the year 2050, statewide greenhouse gas emissions be reduced by at least 80% of the levels of greenhouse gas emissions that existed in the year 2005.

	
	



	HB18-1277 
	BEST Building Excellent Schools Today Financial Assistance Grant Application Requirements                                                                                                                     Passed

	Summary:
	Capital Development Committee. Beginning with the state fiscal year 2019-20 grant cycle, the bill requires an application made to the public school capital construction assistance board under the 'Building Excellent Schools Today Act' for a grant of financial assistance that is for either the construction of a new public school facility that will replace one or more existing public school facilities or the reconstruction or expansion of an existing public school facility to include a plan for the future use or disposition of any existing public school facility that the applicant will stop using for its current use if it receives the grant.

	
	



	HB18-1281 
	Public Utilities Commission Ethics And Improved Public Information Reporting                                                                                               Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	Section 2 of the bill prohibits a person from serving on the public utilities commission if, on or after July 1, 2018, he or she has or acquires any official relation to, or financial interest in, a regulated utility.
Section 3 encourages the director of the commission to assign employees to temporary training and development sessions with other state agencies, particularly those with which the commission has frequent interaction, to improve the employees' substantive expertise and familiarity with the operations of those agencies. Section 3 also requires the director to keep written and audio records of the commission's proceedings and make them publicly available online.
In addition, section 3 expressly authorizes the executive director of the department of regulatory agencies (of which the commission is a part) to request that the state auditor conduct performance audits of the commission and its staff and operations.
Section 4 directs the commission to adopt rules concerning:
· Policies under which commissioners should recuse themselves from certain proceedings; 
· Conflicts of interest; 
· Activities and relationships that the commission deems incompatible with its policies concerning conflicts of interest; and 
· Ex parte communications.
Section 1 makes conforming amendments.

	
	



	HB18-1289 
	Exempt Local Government School Districts Forced Pooling                                                                                                  Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	Current law authorizes 'forced' or 'statutory' pooling, a process by which any interested person???typically an oil and gas operator???may apply to the Colorado oil and gas conservation commission for an order to pool and develop oil and gas resources located within a particularly identified drilling unit absent consent from the mineral owner. The bill exempts school districts that own mineral rights and mineral rights owners that are located on open space designated by a local government if the local government acquired the mineral rights before the application was filed from being forced pooled but maintains their ability to engage in voluntary pooling.

	
	



	HB18-1297 
	Climate Change Preparedness And Resiliency                             Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The bill adopts the following greenhouse gas emission reduction goals:
· Statewide greenhouse gas emissions should be reduced by 26% by 2025 when compared with 2005 levels; and 
· Carbon dioxide emissions from electrical generation, when compared with 2012 levels, should be reduced by 25% by 2025 and by 30% by 2030.
The Colorado resiliency and recovery office in the division of local government in the department of local affairs is required to, on an ongoing basis:
· Collect and analyze data regarding the economic and environmental impacts of not addressing climate change and calculate the economic costs of climate change; 
· Develop a model to estimate the future impacts of climate change on Colorado; 
· Analyze the results of the modeling on regional and Colorado-specific climatic conditions currently and the expected future conditions under a variety of climate change scenarios; 
· Update the Colorado resiliency framework, taking into account the goals, the rules, and the data and analysis; and 
· Develop tools and resources to support locally led climate resilience initiatives.

	
	



	HB18-1301 
	Protect Water Quality Adverse Mining Impacts                          Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	Current law does not address reliance on perpetual water treatment as the means to minimize impacts to water quality in a reclamation plan for a mining operation. 
Section 1 of the bill requires most reclamation plans to demonstrate, by substantial evidence, an end date for any water quality treatment necessary to ensure compliance with applicable water quality standards. Current law allows a mining permittee to submit an audited financial statement as proof that the operator has sufficient funds to meet its reclamation liabilities in lieu of a bond or other financial assurance. 
Section 2 eliminates this self-bonding option and also requires that all reclamation bonds include financial assurances in an amount sufficient to protect water quality, including costs for any necessary treatment and monitoring costs.

	
	



	HB18-1345 
	Electric Transmission Lines Right Of First Refusal                      Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The federal energy regulatory commission requires each public utility transmission provider to participate in a regional transmission planning process to produce a regional transmission plan. If construction of an electric transmission line (line) in Colorado has been approved in a regional transmission plan or by another applicable federal regional transmission planning requirement, the bill affords an incumbent electric utility owning the existing transmission facilities to which the line will connect up to 180 days after the line has been approved to give written notice to the public utilities commission (commission) that the incumbent electric utility intends to construct, own, and maintain the line. If the incumbent electric utility does not provide notice to the commission, the incumbent electric utility surrenders its right of first refusal to construct, own, and maintain the line. If the incumbent electric utility provides the notice, the incumbent electric utility, if it is subject to the commission's regulation, shall, within 24 months after filing the notice, file an application with the commission for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct the line.

	
	



	HB18-1352 
	Oil And Gas Facilities Distance From School Property                Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	As part of the Colorado oil and gas conservation commission's (commission) authority to regulate oil and gas operations to prevent and mitigate significant adverse environmental impacts to protect public health, safety, and welfare, the commission requires oil and gas production facilities and wells to be located at least 1,000 feet from school buildings and other high occupancy buildings.
The bill clarifies that the minimum 1,000-foot distance from which newly permitted oil and gas production facilities and wells must be located from any school applies to the school property line and not the school building. The bill further clarifies that the minimum distance requirement does not apply if a school commences operations near oil and gas facilities or wells that are already actively in use or permitted; except that the minimum 1,000-foot distance applies to real property owned by a school district on which a future permanent or temporary school building is planned to be constructed within 5 years.

	
	



	HB18-1380 
	Grants For Property Tax Rent And Heat                                    Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	A low-income senior or individual with a disability is currently eligible for 2 types of annual state assistance grants administered by the department of revenue related to his or her property: A grant for their property taxes or rent paid, with the latter being deemed a tax-equivalent payment (property tax and rent assistance grant), and a grant for heat or fuel expenses (heat assistance grant). Together these are commonly known as the 'PTC' rebate.
The bill expands the property tax and rent assistance grant by repealing the requirement that rent must be paid to a landlord that pays property tax. For grants claimed for 2018, the bill also increases the:
· Maximum property tax and rent assistance grant from $700 to $753; 
· Maximum heat assistance grant from $192 to $206; and 
· Flat grant amount, which is the minimum grant amount, from $227 to $244 for the property tax and rent assistance grant and from $73 to $78 for the heat assistance grant, assuming that the actual expenses exceed these amounts.
All of these increases reflect inflationary growth since 2014, and all of these amounts will continue to be adjusted annually for inflation.
Under current law, the maximum eligible income amounts and the phase-out amount are also annually adjusted for inflation, albeit without being defined as such. The amounts specified for grants claimed for 2018 are the inflation-adjusted amounts, and they will continue to be adjusted for inflation in the future.
Obsolete provisions relating to grants claimed for past years are repealed and other provisions relating to grants prior to 2018 are repealed after they become obsolete in the future.

	
	



	HB18-1382 
	Create Energy Legislation Review Committee                          Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The bill creates the energy legislation review committee to study energy development, grid security, energy supply and transmission planning, and other issues that affect energy policy in Colorado, beginning in 2019.

	
	



	HB18-1387 
	Eliminate Oil & Gas Abatement Refund Interest                     Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	If property taxes are levied erroneously or illegally on oil and gas leaseholds and lands and a taxpayer has not protested the valuation within the time permitted by law, then the taxpayer has 2 years from the start of the property tax year to file a petition for an abatement or refund. The board of county commissioners is required to abate the taxes, and the taxpayer is entitled to a refund for the incorrect amount and refund interest equal to 1% per month from the date a complete abatement petition is filed.
The bill eliminates the refund interest related to a property tax abatement if the property tax was erroneously levied and collected as a result of an error made in an oil and gas owner or operator statement and if the taxpayer receives the abatement or refund on or before the date six months after the date that the complete abatement petition is filed.

	
	



	HB18-1394 
	Update Colorado Disaster Emergency Act                                                              Passed

	Summary:
	The bill updates the Colorado disaster emergency act to include provisions related specifically to recovery, mitigation, and resiliency and to establish the roles and responsibilities of state and local agencies at all stages of emergency management. Section 3 of the bill adds language defining the stages of response and recovery, as well as definitions of emergency, resiliency, and mitigation. Section 4 allows the governor to convene a disaster policy group to coordinate the response and recovery from disaster emergencies. If the governor convenes the policy group, the governor is required to appoint a chair and to delegate to the chair the authority to manage cross-departmental and interjurisdictional coordination of recovery efforts.
Sections 5 and 21 repeal and relocate existing language establishing the governor's expert emergency epidemic response committee, update the language to reflect amendments throughout the bill, and add the executive director of the department of local affairs or his or her designee to the committee. 
Subject to available grant funding, the bill creates the Colorado resiliency office in the division of local government within the department of local affairs in sections 17 and 18. Subject to the availability of grant funding or within existing resources, the office is required to develop a resiliency and community recovery program for the state that must address coordination among state and local agencies and risk and vulnerability reduction. The office is required to consult with other state agencies and stakeholders in developing the program.
Sections 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, and 14 amend existing statutes concerning disaster planning and response at the state and local level to include references to recovery, mitigation, and preparedness. The requirement for a state disaster plan is amended to require a comprehensive emergency management program that addresses preparation, prevention, mitigation, response, and recovery from emergencies and disasters.
Local and interjurisdictional disaster agencies are renamed as emergency management agencies. The emergency management agencies are required to develop a local or interjurisdictional plan that includes provisions for preparation, prevention, mitigation, response, and recovery from emergencies and disasters. Agencies may incorporate by reference existing locally adopted plans, plans approved by the office of emergency management or the federal emergency management agency, and other relevant plans.
Section 15 amends a requirement in existing law that the governor consider steps that could be taken on a continuing basis to prevent and reduce the harmful consequences of disasters and adds language requiring the governor to also consider mitigation and recovery from disasters.
Sections 16, 19, and 20 make conforming amendments.

	
	



	HB18-1400 
	Increase Fees Stationary Sources Air Pollutants                                                   Passed

	Summary:
	Current law sets the fees paid by stationary sources of air pollutants by statute and allows the air quality control commission to set the fees below the cap by rule as needed to comply with TABOR. The bill increases the statutory caps as follows:
Type of Fee Current Cap New Cap
Air pollutant emission notices$152.90$191.13
Per-ton fee for regulated pollutants$ 22.90$ 28.63
Per-ton fee for hazardous pollutants$152.90$191.13
Per-hour permit processing fee$ 76.45$ 95.56
The maximum statutory fees automatically increase by the rate of inflation on each January 1 from 2019 to 2028, but the actual fees collected will be set at or below the statutory cap by the commission by rule. The division of administration in the department of public health and environment shall prioritize its use of the revenues generated by the fee increases to reduce permit processing times.
The division will:
· Engage affected industries to identify and assess measures to improve billing practices, increase accounting transparency, and assess potential efficiency improvements with respect to division activities financed by the fees; and 
· Report to the general assembly through 2022 to provide status updates on the stakeholder process.

	
	



	HB18-1419 
	Oil Gas Operators Disclosures Wellhead Integrity                   Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The bill requires the oil and gas conservation commission to promulgate rules as soon as practicable to ensure proper wellhead integrity of all oil and gas production wells.
The bill requires an oil and gas operator to give electronic notice of the location of each flow line and gathering pipeline installed, owned, or operated by the operator to each local government within whose jurisdiction the subsurface facility is located.
The commission promulgated several rules in 2016 to implement 2 of the recommendations of the governor's oil and gas task force. The bill also codifies some of the essential elements of one of the 2 recommendations, with the following modifications: The rules require operators to share their development plans with municipalities within whose jurisdictions the proposed operations will occur; and the bill adds counties within whose jurisdictions the proposed operations will occur.

	
	



	HB18-1428 
	Authorize Utility Community Collaboration Contract             Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	Section 1 of the bill authorizes the creation of an energy and innovation collaboration agreement between an investor-owned utility and the government of a city, county, town, or city and county served by that utility. The agreement is subject to approval by the public utilities commission, which is directed to ensure that safe and reliable service is maintained and that the utility's costs of complying with the agreement are paid for by the community and not imposed on other customers of the utility.
Section 2 increases the allowable size of a community solar garden from 2 megawatts to 5 megawatts.

	
	

	
	



	SB18-003 
	Colorado Energy Office                                                                                             Passed

	Summary:
	Section 1 of the bill repeals the wind for schools grant program.
Section 2 repeals the renewable energy and energy efficiency for schools loan program.
Section 3 removes the Colorado energy office's (office) involvement with the forest service and the air quality control commission to support the increased use of woody biomass in bio-heating.
Section 4 removes the office's involvement in grants with the Colorado energy research institute for the development of a central resource for building trade professionals.
Section 5 :
· Specifies nuclear and hydroelectric power as a cleaner energy source that the office should promote; 
· Adds energy storage systems as items that the office should promote; 
· Adds propane as a traditional energy source that the office should promote; 
· Amends the office's requirement to develop and encourage increased utilization of energy curricula, and expands the collaborative groups to include the energy industry and executive departments; and 
· Repeals certain programs for which the office is responsible.
Section 6 renames the clean and renewable energy fund as the energy fund and adds the authority to spend the money in the fund for educating the general public on energy issues and opportunities.
Section 7 removes the requirement that the funds used in the innovative energy fund for grants or loans shall be limited to innovative energy efficiency projects and policy development.
Section 8 repeals the office's authority to submit a proposal for credentialing photovoltaic installers.
Section 9 repeals the green building incentive pilot program.
Section 10 repeals the 'Colorado Clean Energy Finance Program Act'.
Section 11 removes the office's responsibility to maintain a list of solar installers and instead requires the list to be maintained by the Colorado solar energy industries association, or a successor organization, and removes the requirement for the office to offer training on solar installations.
Section 12 removes an obsolete section of law pertaining to a computer system for tracking the movement of gasoline or special fuel in the state.
Section 13 removes the office as the administrator of the Colorado carbon fund special license plate.
Section 14 makes conforming amendments.

	
	



	SB18-005 
	Rural Economic Advancement Of Colorado Towns                                            Passed

	Summary:
	The bill authorizes the executive director of the department of local affairs (executive director) or the executive director's designee to coordinate the provision of nonmonetary resources to assist with job retention or creation in a rural community experiencing a significant economic event, such as a plant closure or layoffs, including industry-wide layoffs, that has a significant, quantifiable impact on jobs within that community.

	
	



	SB18-009 
	Allow Electric Utility Customers Install Energy Storage Equipment              Passed

	Summary:
	The bill declares that consumers of electricity have a right to install, interconnect, and use energy storage systems on their property, and that this will enhance the reliability and efficiency of the electric grid, save money, and reduce the need for additional electric generation facilities.
The bill directs the Colorado public utilities commission to adopt rules governing the installation, interconnection, and use of customer-sited energy storage systems.

	
	



	SB18-019 
	Expanded Duration For Colorado Water Resources And Power Development Authority Revolving Loans                                                                                      Passed

	Summary:
	Water Resources Review Committee. Pursuant to the federal clean water act and the federal 'Safe Water Drinking Act', the Colorado water resources and power development authority (authority) makes loans under its water pollution control revolving fund and its drinking water revolving fund. Under state law, the duration of any water pollution control loan made by the authority must not exceed 20 years after project completion; however, the federal clean water act now allows for loans up to the lesser of 30 years or the projected useful life of the project, as determined by the state. The bill removes the 20-year limitation on water pollution control loans and authorizes the authority to make loans in compliance with the clean water act and the 'Safe Water Drinking Act'.
(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in the second house.)

	
	



	SB18-039 
	Continue The Wildfire Matters Review Committee                                         Passed

	Summary:
	Wildfire Matters Review Committee. The wildfire matters review committee (WMRC) is currently scheduled to repeal on July 1, 2018. The bill defers the repeal date to September 1, 2025.
The bill also eliminates obsolete provisions relating to the WMRC's consideration of codifying the wildland and prescribed fire advisory commission, an entity created by executive order. The WMRC discharged its obligation by considering this issue during the 2014 legislative session.

	
	



	SB18-047 
	Repeal Tax Credits Innovative Vehicles                              Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The bill repeals the income tax credits for innovative motor vehicles and innovative trucks for purchase and leases entered into on or after January 1, 2019.
For the 2018-19 state fiscal year and each fiscal year thereafter through the 2020-21 state fiscal year, the bill requires the state controller to credit an amount of tax revenue estimated to be retained by the repeal of the income tax credits to the highway users tax fund.

	
	



	SB18-048 
	Protect Act Local Government Authority Oil & Gas Facilities                                                                                        Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	Section 1 of the bill specifies that the short title of the act is the 'Protect Act'.
Current law specifies that local governments have powers, commonly called 'House Bill 1041' powers, which are a type of land use authority, over oil and gas mineral extraction areas only if the Colorado oil and gas conservation commission has designated a specific area as an area of state interest; sections 3 and 4 repeal that limitation.
Section 5 includes specific authority to regulate the siting of oil and gas facilities in counties' existing land use authority. Section 6 makes the same changes with regard to municipalities' existing land use authority.
Sections 7 and 8 specify that the Colorado oil and gas conservation commission's authority to regulate oil and gas operations, including the siting of oil and gas facilities, does not exempt an oil and gas facility from a local government's siting authority and that an oil and gas operator must ensure that the location of an oil and gas facility complies with city, town, county, or city and county siting regulations.
Sections 5, 6, and 8 specify that, notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing body of a municipality and a board of county commissioners may, in order to protect the public safety, health, and welfare of the citizens of the local government, plan, zone, and refuse to allow oil and gas operations.

	
	



	SB18-063 
	Oil Gas Higher Financial Assurance Reclamation Requirements                                                                              Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	Section 2 of the bill prohibits the Colorado oil and gas conservation commission from accepting any of the available types of financial assurance unless the operator demonstrates, by clear and convincing evidence, that the financial assurance will be sufficient to finance all reasonably foreseeable expenses related to ensuring compliance with the oil and gas law if the operator fails to meet its compliance obligations. The commission shall calculate the total financial assurance required by multiplying the number of oil and gas facilities subject to the application by the projected cost to finance every reasonably foreseeable eventuality related to ensuring compliance with regard to each type of facility.
Section 4 adds reclamation requirements that are adapted from the reclamation requirements applicable to hard rock mines.

	
	



	SB18-064 
	Require 100% Renewable Energy By 2035                          Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The bill updates the renewable energy standard to require that all electric utilities, including cooperative electric associations and municipally owned utilities, derive their energy from 100% renewable sources by 2035. The bill also:
· Removes recycled energy from the types of energy sources eligible for meeting the renewable energy standard; 
· Allows a utility to obtain energy efficiency credits equal in value to renewable energy credits based on any energy efficiency upgrades made for a low-income residential customer; 
· Removes multipliers used for counting certain renewable energy generated; and 
· Phases out the system of tradable renewable energy credits so that renewable energy generated after 2035 is not eligible for renewable energy credits.
(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.) 

	
	



	SB18-117 
	Collect Long-term Climate Change Data                           Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The bill requires the department of public health and environment to collect and report on greenhouse gas emissions data.

	
	



	SB18-167 
	Enforce Requirements 811 Locate Underground Facilities                             Passed 

	Summary:
	Current law requires a person, before conducting an excavation, to contact a nonprofit notification association (comprised of all owners and operators of underground facilities) by dialing '811' to learn the location of underground facilities in the excavation project area. The owners and operators must then accurately mark the location of their facilities. Violations of the excavation damage prevention law are enforced exclusively through civil actions initiated by damaged parties to collect specified civil penalties and damages. In 2016, the United States department of transportation's pipeline and hazardous materials safety administration (PHMSA) conducted an adequacy evaluation of Colorado's enforcement of its excavation damage prevention law and determined that the enforcement is inadequate, which may eventually result in the withholding of federal funds from Colorado.
The bill creates the underground damage prevention safety commission (commission) as an independent agency within the department of labor and employment. The commission has rule-making and enforcement authority regarding specified portions of the excavation damage prevention law and is required to enter into a memorandum of understanding with the notification association to facilitate implementation and administration of the law. The notification association is required to provide administrative support to the commission in performing its duties.
A review committee of the commission initially determines whether a violation of the law has occurred and, if appropriate, recommends remedial action, potentially including a fine. Fines range from $250 for a single minor violation within the previous 12 months to $75,000 for a fourth major violation within the previous 12 months. The full commission is bound by the review committee's determination of facts but determines the final agency action regarding alleged violations. Fines are credited to the damage prevention fund, which the commission will use to develop educational programming, including by making grants, that is designed to improve worker and public safety relating to excavation and underground facilities.
Current law allows only an excavator to submit a location request to the notification association. The bill authorizes a licensed professional engineer designing excavation to submit a location request. The engineer is required to ensure that the engineering plans meet certain standards established by the American Society of Civil Engineers for defining the accuracy of an underground facility location.
Current law creates 2 tiers of membership in the notification association. Tier 2 members are limited members with limited benefits and include certain special districts, local governments, cable television providers, and small telecommunications providers; tier 1 members are full members with full benefits, and tier 1 consists of all other owners and operators. If, after receiving a location request, the notification association determines that a tier 1 member owns or operates the underground facilities, the notification association contacts the tier 1 member to arrange for the marking of the underground facilities. If a tier 2 member owns or operates the underground facilities, the excavator must contact the tier 2 member to arrange for the marking of the underground facilities. Effective January 1, 2021, all underground facility owners and operators are full members of the notification association with full benefits, and excavators will no longer need to contact the owners or operators to arrange for the marking.
All new underground facilities installed on or after January 1, 2020, must be electronically locatable when installed. Home rule local governments and power authorities are not subject to the commission's enforcement authority, but the governing body of a home rule local government or power authority is required to either adopt a similar enforceable damage prevention safety program or waive its exemption and delegate its damage prevention enforcement authority to the commission.
Information regarding the location of underground facilities is exempt from the 'Colorado Open Records Act', pursuant to the existing exemption for specialized details of critical infrastructure.

	
	



	SB18-192 
	Local Government Liable Fracking Ban Oil And Gas Moratorium                                                                                Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The bill specifies that a local government that bans hydraulic fracturing of an oil and gas well is liable to the mineral interest owner for the value of the mineral interest and that a local government that enacts a moratorium on oil and gas activities shall compensate oil and gas operators, mineral lessees, and royalty owners for all costs, damages, and losses of fair market value associated with the moratorium.

	
	



	SB18-194 
	Contributions Colorado Natural Resources Foundation Fund                                                                                             Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	Current law allows the department of natural resources to receive or reject gifts and devises of money or property.
The bill allows the department of natural resources and each of its divisions to receive or reject gifts, grants, donations, and devises of money or property.

	
	



	SB18-216 
	Alternative Fuel Vehicles Public Utilities                              Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	Currently, resellers of electricity and natural gas may provide charging ports or fueling stations for motor vehicles as unregulated services. The bill authorizes public utilities to provide these services as regulated or unregulated services and allows cost recovery.
The bill allows a utility to apply to build facilities to support alternative fuel vehicles. Standards are set for approval. When a facility is built, the rate and charges for the services:
· May allow a return on any investment made by an electric or natural gas public utility at the utility's weighted average cost of capital at the public utility's most recent rate of return on equity approved by the public utilities commission; and 
· Must be recovered from all customers of an electric or natural gas public utility in a manner that is similar to the recovery of distribution system investments.
(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.) 

	
	



	SB18-230 
	Modify Laws Drilling Units Pooling Orders                                                      Passed

	Summary:
	Current law authorizes 'forced' or 'statutory' pooling, a process by which any interested person???typically an oil and gas operator???may apply to the Colorado oil and gas conservation commission (commission) for an order to pool oil and gas resources located within a particularly identified drilling unit. After giving notice to interested parties and holding a hearing, the commission can adopt an order to require an owner of oil and gas resources within the drilling unit who has not consented to the application (nonconsenting owner) to allow an oil and gas operator to produce the oil and gas within the drilling unit notwithstanding the owners lack of consent.
The bill clarifies that an order entered by the commission establishing a drilling unit may authorize more than one well. The order must specify that a nonconsenting owner is immune from liability for costs arising from spills, releases, damage, or injury resulting from oil and gas operations on the drilling unit.
Currently, a nonconsenting owner must pay the consenting owners from the nonconsenting owner's share of production 200% of the nonconsenting owner's proportionate share of the costs of drilling, including equipment. The bill limits this 200% cost recovery to wells 5,000 feet or less in depth and increases the cost recovery to 300% for wells greater than 5,000 feet in depth and for horizontal wells.
Current law prohibits entry of a pooling order until the mineral rights owners have been given a reasonable offer to lease their rights. The bill specifies that the offer must be given at least 60 days before the hearing on the order and must include a copy of or link to a brochure supplied by the commission that clearly and concisely describes the pooling procedures and the mineral owner's options pursuant to those procedures/

	
	



	SB18-245 
	Allow Natural Occurring Radioactive Material Rules                                  Passed

	Summary:
	Current law allows the state board of health to adopt rules concerning the disposal of naturally occurring radioactive materials (NORM) only after the federal environmental protection agency (EPA) has adopted rules concerning the disposal of NORM. The EPA has not adopted the rules. The bill repeals this prohibition and requires the state board to adopt rules, which must also regulate technologically enhanced NORM (TENORM), by December 31, 2020.
Before the rules are adopted, the department of public health and environment is required to:
· Convene a stakeholder group to discuss the development of rules; and 
· Prepare a report and a detailed summary of the stakeholder process and provide them to the general assembly by December 31, 2019.
Until the rules become effective, the handling, transportation, beneficial use, and disposal of TENORM is governed by guidance, including specified letters, issued by the department.

	
	



	SB18-246 
	Renewable Energy Standard Repeal Senate Bill 13-252  Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The bill modifies and repeals selected provisions of recent legislation (S.B. 13-252) in the following areas:
· S.B. 13-252's increase in the renewable portfolio standard for cooperative electric associations serving 100,000 or more meters, which for 2020 had been increased from 10% to 20%, returns to 10%; 
· S.B. 13-252's expansion of the definition of 'eligible energy resources' is curtailed by eliminating synthetic gas produced by pyrolysis of municipal waste, but the inclusion of coal mine methane is retained, subject to a determination by the public utilities commission that the coal mine methane is greenhouse gas neutral, and large and preexisting hydroelectric generation facilities are added; 
· A multiplier in the formula for calculation of renewable energy credits used to accelerate the construction of new solar generation, which expired in 2015 under S.B. 13-252, is reinstated; 
· The maximum permissible retail rate impact of compliance with the standards, which S.B. 13-252 increased from 1% to 2% for cooperative electric associations, returns to 1%; 
· S.B. 13-252's additional carve-outs for distributed generation are eliminated; and 
· Reporting requirements and portfolio standards for cooperative electric associations that sell electricity wholesale (qualifying wholesale utilities) are eliminated.
(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.) 

	
	



	SB18-256 
	Leases Public Lands State Board Land Commissioners  Postponed Indefinitely

	Summary:
	The bill establishes that leases of public lands by the state board of land commissioners (board) may be assigned by the lessee upon notice to the board and that the board cannot deny an assignment. The board may charge a fee, but the fee must approximate the board's costs in processing the assignment and cannot be used to generate revenue. If the assignment is part of a transaction involving the transfer of other lands or interests, the board does not have authority to examine documents other than those specifically related to the assignment of the lease. In addition, the bill eliminates the requirement that an applicant for a lease give evidence of his or her responsibility to fulfill the terms of the lease. The board is also prohibited from requiring lessees or applicants for leases to report yields, production, income, expenses, or other specific data related to the use of leased or private lands. 
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