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IMPACTS TO WILDLIFE RESOURCES

Big Game

Both the literature review and field studies completed over the past 12 months confirmed that
the proposed mill site is within the severe winter range for mule deer and elk. Based on
observations of both mule deer and elk track, both deer and elk visit the site and travel
through the site.

Although no concentrations of mule deer or elk were observed on the site during the winter
and spring seasons of 2007 and 2008, respectively, individual mule deer and elk were
observed passing through the site.

Small Game and Non-Game Species

Mr. DelPiccolo correctly notes that the existing information for the proposed mill site
concludes that the proposed mill site is not within the occupied Gunnison sage grouse
habitat, but is located within potentially suitable Gunnison sage grouse habitat.

While, as identified by Mr. DelPiccolo, the proposed mill site is within the potentially suitable
habitat of the Gunnison sage grouse, Kleinfelder biologists have completed four quarters of
bird surveys on the site and no Gunnison sage grouse were observed on or near the
proposed site. No evidence of nesting or display areas (leks) was observed during our field
studies.

Aquatic Species

The literature review and the four quarters of field surveys did not reveal the presence of
federally Threatened or Endangered (T&E) species or Species of Concern (SOC), nor
suitable habitat for listed species. However, as suggested by Mr. DelPiccolo, activities at the
proposed site could indirectly impact T&E aquatic species downstream of the site should a
hydrologic connection to surface waters be identified. Based on the site characterization and
data collection to date, no hydrologic connection has been observed.

Kleinfelder (April 2008) completed a jurisdictional Wetland Delineation and Waters of the
United States evaluation of the proposed mill site. Kleinfelder determined, and the United
States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Sacramento District concurred, that no Wetlands
or Waters of the United States were connected to the site. The USACE determined in a
formal letter from the USACE dated September 19, 2008 that the site was considered an
upland area.

As part of the baseline characterization and evaluation, EFR has developed and
implemented a surface and groundwater data collection program to evaluate potential
impacts to the water resources in the vicinity of the proposed mill. This program will also
form the basis for a long-term monitoring program.

Overall Habitat Quality

Since the proposed site has served as grazing land for cattle, the site has been impacted by
human activities including grazing, sagebrush removal, cultivation, and habitat manipulation
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to improve the quality of the rangeland for cattle production. The grazing and other activities
to support the grazing have already impacted the rangeland quality and introduced
opportunities for ruderal vegetation species including invasive and exotic species.

As part of the mill licensing process, EFR will implement and integrate a weed management
plan, in accordance with applicable requirements, to control non-desirable plant species
including invasive and exotic weeds. The weed control plan is intended to reduce further
impacts associated with construction, operation and decommissioning of the mill site.

The mill license that will be issued by CDPHE will contain reclamation requirements that
detail the revegetation plan that EFR will have to undertake to reestablish native vegetation
in areas that will be disturbed by the construction, operation, and decommissioning of the
mill.

Specific Mill Operations

In the mill design process, consultants to EFR were tasked with evaluating various layouts
and uses/controls for the facilities to minimize exposure of waterfow! to water associated with
mill operations. Based on such evaluations, EFR has agreed to net the evaporation ponds
and operate under conditions to minimize water surface areas. However, EFR does not plan
to net the tailings cells due to the potential human risk involved in maintaining a 30-acre
netting system.

Under the current proposed mill operation plan, only one tailings cell will be utilized at any
one time. As one tailings cell fills to capacity, the next planned cell will be constructed and
the closure of the full tailings cell will begin. Therefore, the Pifion Ridge mill operations would
minimize the amount of active tailings cell surface area available at any one time.

As part of the mill license, the mill licensed boundary, including the tailings cells and
evaporation ponds, will be fenced to prevent trespass of people, wildlife, and open range
cattle into the operations areas.

Cumulative Impacts

Kleinfelder and EFR concur with Mr. DelPiccolo that the proposed mill may spur an increase
in mineral activity in Southwest Colorado. However, it is also quite likely that an increase in
activity will occur with or without the presence of the Pifion Ridge Mill.

EFR did evaluate alternative sites for the proposed conventional uranium mill. EFR believes
that the proposed location of the Pifion Ridge Mill site is advantageously located in terms of
potential impacts to the environment and ecology, but of course no site would have
absolutely no potential for creating impacts.

We acknowledge Mr. DelPiccolo’s concern for potential impact to the Townsend's big-eared
bat (a State of Colorado Species of Special Concern (SOC) and a BLM sensitive species)
that are currently using abandoned mines in the area for roosting. However, any increase in
mineral activity, related to the Pifion Ridge Mill or not, has the potential to create potential
impacts to wildlife in the area, including the Townsend's big-eared bat.

Wildlife-vehicle collisions although avoidable wili increase due to the increases in energy-
related activities throughout the western states.
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