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C h r i s  S y ke s  &  Me d ica l  Se r v i c e  Boa rd  
1 570  G ra n t  S t r ee t  
D en ve r ,  C O 8 0 203  
 
T h i s  i s  a  p u b l i c  c o mm e n t  r e la t e d  t o  EV V  ( E le c t ro n i c  V i s i t  
V e r i f i ca t i o n ) .  
 
W h en  yo u  h av e  a  c h i l d  o r  yo u n g  a d u l t  w i t h  sp ec i a l  he a l t h  ca re  
n eed s ,  y ou r  g o a l ,  a s  w i t h  a n y  p a re n t ,  i s  t o  su ppo r t  t he m  th e  
g r ea t es t  i n depe nde nce  p o s s ib le .  Fo r  a  ch i l d  w i t h  s i g n i f i can t  
d i sab i l i t i e s  l i v i n g  o n  t he i r  ow n ,  a wa y  f ro m the  p a r en t ,  i s  t h e  
g r ea t es t  i n depe nde nce  f o r  man y ,  o n l y  a  d re a m.   
 
K eep  i n  m in d ,  mo v i ng  a  p e rs on  w i t h  a  d i sab i l i t y  a wa y  f ro m the  
f a m i l y  ho me  t o  i n depe nden ce  i s  no t  an  eas y  t as k .  I  o f t e n  sa y ,  
“ l e t t i ng  g o  wa s  m u ch  h a rd e r  t h a n  co m in g  t o  g r i p s  w i t h  t he  
d i sab i l i t y  a nd  a l l  i t  r eq u i r ed ” .   
  
A s  I  r ead  t h e  ru l es  f o r  EV V ,  i t  b e co me s  c le a r ,  t ha t  t h i s  
r e qu i re men t  pu t s  add i t i ona l  r es t r i c t i on s  on  t he  l u ck y  i nd i v idua l  
t ha t  h as  mo ved  a wa y  f ro m  th e  p a re n t .  N o  i n fo r ma t i on  ha s  b e en  
g i ven  re g a rd in g ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  mo r e  t h an  on e  i nd i v id u a l  i n  a  
h o me ,  w i t h ou t  b e in g  a  g ro u p  h o me  o r  unde r  an o th e r  sy s te m.  I  
s ee  no  up s ide  o f  t h i s  r u le .  Wh i l e  I  u nd e rs ta nd  i t  i s  a  f ede ra l  
r e qu i re men t ,  I  o n l y  se e  l o s s  o f  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  a u to no m y  a n d  
r e s t r i c t i on s ,  r e la t e d  t o  t h e  i mp l e me n ta t i o n .   
 
C D AS S ( Co ns u me r  D i r e c t ed  A t t en dan t  S upp o r t  Se r v i c es )  ha s  
b een  a  wo nde r fu l  p ro g r a m .  A l l o w in g  f o r  g re a te r  i nde pen den ce ;  
c a re  p ro v ide d  i n  t h e  c o m mu n i t y ;  a n d  f l e x ib i l i t y .  C DAS S i s  a  
m o de l  o f  ca r e  wh i ch  c r e a te s  t y p i ca l  re la t i o ns h i ps  o f  e m p l oy e r  
a nd  e mp lo yee .  I t  c r e a te s  a c co u n ta b i l i t y  t o  t he  i nd i v idu a l  a nd  
t he  ab i l i t y  t o  ca r e  g i ve ,  n o t  j u s t  p ro v ide  c a r e .  
 
I  ha ve  man y  q ue s t i ons ,  w h ic h  h av e  n o t  bee n  a ns we r ed  by  t he  
m a ny  s ta keh o ld e r  m e e t i n g s ,  s u c h  a s :  
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1 .  W h o p ay s  f o r  t h e  com p u te r  t o  l on g  i n ,  a s  t he  s ta f f  w i l l  
n o t  us e  t he i r  pe r son a l  ce l l  pho ne?  

2 .  W h at  ha p p e n s  wh e n  a  c a re g i ve r  i s  l ogg ed  i n  f o r  one  
p e rso n  i n  t he  ho me  wh en  t he  o the r  pe r son  ha s  a n  
e m er gen c y?  D oe s  t he  i nd i v idua l  w in  o r  t he  s y s t e m,  by  
l og g ing  ou t ,  t h en  l ogg in g  i n ,  t he n  a t t end ing  t h e  
i nd i v id u a l  w i t h  t h e  e m e rg e n cy ?  

3 .  W h at  i s  h o p e d  t o  g a in  b y  t h i s  i n va s i v e  re qu i re m en t ?  
 
A s  yo u  can  se e  b y  t h e  t i t l e  b e lo w ,  I  ha ve  a l re ad y  h ad  t o  be co me  a  PA SA 
( P r o g ra m  App r ov ed  Se r v i c e  Agen c y ) ,  t h i nk  a  co mp an y  a nd  a  n u r s i ng  ho me  
a nd  a l l  t he  r ed  t ap e ,  i n  o rd e r  t o  p r o v id e  ne eded  se rv i ce s  f o r  my  d aug h te r .  
E VV  fe e l s  l i ke  on e  mo r e  h oop  and  a  pun i sh m en t  f o r  a c co mp l i sh i ng  he r  
i nd epe nden ce !  
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