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Upcoming Dates

Commission
Meeting
(Conference Call)
Friday, November
14

Thanksgiving Day
Thursday,
November 27
(Office Closed)

Commission
Meeting
Friday, December
12

Christmas Day
Thursday,
December 25
(Office Closed)

New Year’'s Day
January 1, 2009
(Office Closed)

Commission
Meeting
(Conference Call)
January 9, 2009

MLK Jr. Day of
Service
January 19, 2009

Colorado to LLead New Charge
for MLK Jr. Day of Service

In an effort to improve and enhance the Martin leath
King Jr. Day of Service campaign at the nationaklgthe
Corporation for National and Communtiy Service bhssen
Colorado as one of five MLK Day “enhancement sites.
Additional planning resources have been made aleaita the
Corporation State Office to improve planning stgés, to
increase community awareness and statewide patiioip
leading to long range plans for community servioggets in
2010 and beyond.
In honor of Martin Luther King’s life and legacyna his
personal dedication to service, Congress passe@ttative in
1994, encouraging the Martin Luther King Jr. Holida be
observed as a national Day of Service. The thentleeoholiday is‘Make it a day on, not a
day off.” This year, the MLK Day of Service will take plasce Monday, January 19, 2009.
The GCCS will again lead the state effort by wogkiwith community organizations
around the state to encourage private and govemnanerganizations to develop service
projects. Organizations are encouraged to redisése projects on the Commission web site.
The state registry will be used to match servicejgmts with interested volunteers, and
service projects registered in the GCCS state trggigill be highlighted in the Annual State
MLK Day Report.
For more information on getting involved with thgeat planning committee, please
contact Jovan at 303.866.6426j@ran.melton@state.co.us

The Commission Receives Honor from CYCA

The Colorado Youth Corps Association (CYCA) willfw the Governor's Commission
on Community Service as CYCA'’s 2008 Partner of Ylear. CYCA has invited Lieutenant
Governor Barbara O’Brien to present the PartnethefYear Award at a January 26, 2009
Annual Youth Corps Award Ceremony.

The GCCS has supported Colorado’s youth corpsipast decade, allowing CYCA to
distribute $1.4 million in AmeriCorps scholarships 1,300 young people. AmeriCorps
funding from the GCCS has also allowed youth cdgpengage youth and young adults on
critical conservation and stewardship projects, aeaing Colorado’s public lands for
residents, visitors, and wildlife.

“We thank the Governor's Commission on Communign&e, Governor R|tter and
Lieutenant Governor O’Brien, as well as th -
other policymaker awardees and the
colleagues for recognizing the value ¢
youth corps in providing effective solution:
to our critical youth development, lan
stewardship, energy efficiency, and wat
conservation issues”, said CYCA Executiv
Director, Jennifer Freeman. “We ar
grateful they understand that youth ar
young adults have extraordinary power !
make positive change in our state and tt
service is a strategy for addressing mai.
societal needs.”

Eees Staff (from left to ngl)ﬂ\/lark Skmner Terr| Jun
Janet Mickish, Toya Nelson, & Jovan Melton
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The 2008 AmeriCorps State Service
Conference Exceeds Expectaions

The 2008 AmeriCorps State Service Conferenceic Engagement. Knowledge is
Power, hosted by the Governor's Commission on CommuSBiyvice took place in Estes
Park, October B and 7. Over 300 participants from AmeriCorps programess the state
attended the 1annual, two-day event.

In taking a different approach this year, the Opgrand Closing sessions were designed
to be more interactive and motivational. The sessiwere emceed by AmeriCorps Alum
Nathan Torti and featured keynote speeches fromoawlark Wilensky, as well as Robert
Wells & Dave Johnson of the World Humor Organizati€onference participants showed
they responded well to this change via their higérall evaluation scores given at the end of
the conference.

The Conference offered AmeriCorps staff and memB&rsessions and workshops in
areas including: Civic Engagement,

Community Building, Leadership
Development, Disability Inclusion,
and Staying Connected, among
others. Workshop presenters also
received very high evaluations,
making this year's conference a
proven success.

Conference attendees assisted
Bonfils Blood Center in a Blood
Drive as a service project. This was
done in conjunction with the
Capitol Blood drive the week prior.

Next Year's Conference will
be October 12-13, 2009. Plans for

next year’s conference are

Robert Wells and Dave Johnson speak about keeppogitve
already underway.

attitude in service at the Closing Session.

AmeriCorps Members Meet and Greet in Estes Park

Aside from the great learning opportunities andksbops that took place in Estes Park
at the State Service Conference, AmeriCorps men#dsostook advantage of the opportunity
to network with other members, and have some fuambkrs from different programs all
across the state came to find themselves with sthieat share the same commitment,
challenges, and interests as their fellow Corps begm

Participants took advantage of the many eveniniyiges planned through out the
YMCA campus. The AmeriCorps Alums presented ther-peopular Open Mic Night
Performers stepped up to the microphone in thetengin and showcased their talents from
music to poetry to comedy.

While that took place inside, outside attendedésefb up at the Fire Ring. There they
enjoyed meeting new people,
making friends and sharing
stories all while toasting s’'mores.

The conference also offered
a night at the YMCA's skating
rink for the young at heart.
Dozens of participants laced up
and enjoyed skating to the
classics.

In all, the conference’s
social activities helped to not
only reinforce the AmeriCorps
national identity among Colorado
members, but also gave a great
venue to relax and just have

AmeriCorps members share service stories overedinn
some fun!



Commissioner's Spotlight

Garth Schaeferwas appointed as the State Education Agency repiaéve to the commission. Garth
also serves as Co-Chair of the Commission. Gartta&er is the Director of Learn and Serve Colorado
with the Colorado Department of Education promotsegvice learning as a teaching methodology
through grants and professional development. Heived a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Virginia
Commonwealth University in 2000. Prior to diregtithe Colorado Learn and Serve program, Garth
served as AmeriCorps*VISTA Team Leader with Leand &erve; worked as a crew leader with the
Northwest Youth Corps; and served in Peace CorpeBuala. Mr. Schaefer’'s most recent volunteer
adventures include volunteering in dental clinitNiepal and India, gutting houses in New Orleand, a
clearing trails in the Pacific Northwest with theagington Trails Association.

Darius Lee Smithwas appointed as the Local Government represeattdithe commission. He serves
as the Director of the Denver Anti-Discriminatiorffi®e within the Agency for Human Rights &
Community Relations where he facilitates resolutioh civil rights discrimination complaints by
assisting individuals. Darius holds a Masters ohplofit Management and a Certificate of Graduate
Studies in American Indian History and Culture frétegis University and the University of Denver,
respectfully. Darius has served the American Imdiammunity since 1992 in various positions with
Habitat for Humanity International, Denver Publich®ols and several American Indian nonprofit
organizations. Darius speaks nationally on top&sging from “Indian Identity” to “Contemporary
Urban Issues”, as well as on the issue of “Americatians as Mascots” and the negative impact it has
on the self-esteem and self-determination of Nagigeple. Personally, Darius is health conscious and
enjoys working out and running and occasionall\ddirthe time to participate in organized races and
sporting events.

Lindsay Morgan Tracy was appointed as the Community Service represeattd the commission.
Lindsay has been with Johnson & Wales Universi/(J for over six years. Prior to JWU, she was
employed at both an interactive PR/marketing agemt/a gubernatorial campaign. Lindsay earned her
bachelor of arts in 1997 from Augustana CollegeRinck Island, lllinois. She was instrumental in
starting the first national camp for children infet or affected by HIV/AIDS. She also actively
participated in animal assisted therapy at nursiomes and hospitals during this time. Lindsay is a
board member of the Denver Office of Strategic maghips, the Foundation for the Prevention of
School Violence, Denver Police Department's Top @upanization and the national organization,
America’s Service Commission. She is actively iveal in her community and committed to giving of
her time and resources. When not at work, Lindsay lee found at her house failing to properly cook
any item from a cookbook while entertaining gu@std her children. She and her husband, Ryanirlive
Thornton, Colorado, with their two little boys, Eband Jackson, and their slobbery mastiff, Seamus.

A Special Word From the Chair

Dear Partners in Service,

What an amazing year this has been! As we apprbecbhlose of it, there is some much to look back
on and so many moments in which to be proud. We whosen to host the first ever National Launch for
AmeriCorps Week, which saw 500 AmeriCorps membeard fiends join together. We held a very
successful Colorado Cares Day in honor of our Istetd. And we just wrapped up a very productiveeStat
Service Conference for 300 AmeriCorps members. Asramissioner, | have the privilege to be a part of
these great events and special thanks goes du gréat staff at the GCCS.

As a Coloradoan, | am proud of the residents,iserinembers, organizations, and communities thag go much of
themselves to make this state such a wonderfulepladive. Those of you that make service an eweyyevent are so
important. Your work is greatly valued and essémtiamproving the areas in which we all live.

As the commission prepares to begin planning andchpting the MLK Jr. Day of Service, | urge youdtart the new
year by getting involved in a service project imyeommunity, and making service a lifestyle fof20

My special thanks to all of you,

Christine Benero
Chair, Governor’'s Commission on Community Service



From the Desk of the Executive Director

Dear Friends,

We are pleased to announce the Commission hasveecei $10,000 grant from the El Pomar
Foundation to complete “Phase 2" of the Communityr@ach and Needs Assessment project. This grant
allows us to add a new component to the projectuding follow-up visits to Grand Junction, Durango
Lamar, Alamosa, Pueblo and Greeley to present esfingnary findings and promote dialogue
surrounding community needs and service strategatsmight be employed to address these needs. We
expect to publish the final needs assessment repedrly 2009.

As a result of extensive grant application outreeifbrts we have received over 28 “notice of intent
to apply” letters representing many areas of theestat are not now served by AmeriCorps, inclgdin
rural areas, and areas in poverty. The AmeriCaomsit application deadline is November"15The Peer Review and
Commission Review steps will follow, with prelimityarecommendations to be presented at the Decermbel008
Commission meeting. Final commission recommendation funding will be taken at the January 9, 2@®&mmission
meeting.

Planning is well underway to launch the 2009 Mattirther King, Jr. Day of Service. The Colorado Qoission is
pleased to be working with the Corporation for Natl and Community Service State Office and mansroanity
organizations to implement an enhanced MLK Day Beiton in Colorado, leading to long range plans do-going
community service efforts in 2010, and beyond.aB¥elet us know if you are interested in partiéigdt We welcome your
interest and active engagement in honoring thediid legacy of Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. throughcammitment to
service.

As we enter in to the season of Thanksgiving, | twartake a moment to wish you all a happy, joyaumns] safe Holiday
Season and Happy New Year!

Many thanks to all of you for your service,
Toya M. Nelson

Executive Director
Governor's Commission on Community Service




