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Upcoming Dates

United We Serve
June 22, Sept. 11
Statewide

Commission Meeting
Friday, August 14
Grand Junction, CO

Commission Meeting
(Conference Call)
Friday, September 11

September 11 " Day
of Service and
Remembrance

Friday, September 11

Statewide

Commission Meeting
Friday, October 9
Johnson & Wales

University

Colorado State
Service Conference
October 12-13, 2009

Estes Park, CO

Commission Meeting
(Conference Call)
Friday, November 13
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Over 80 Service Projects for
Colorado Cares Day 2009

With over 80 service projects and over 9,600 valarg, Colorado Cares 2009 was the
largest statewide service day in years. On Saturdaly 25, 2009, Coloradans from
community across the state joined together in fhigt ©f service.Colorado Cares Days
sponsored by the Governor's Commission on Commi8etyice (GCCS) as a statewide day
of service in honor of Colorado’s statehood on Asidly 1876.

The GCCS worked with community
organizations throughout the state to encourage
private and governmental organizations to
develop and register service projects for
Colorado Cares Day 2009The service projects
registered through the GCCS will be recognized
in the Colorado Cares Day Report, which will be
released in August 2009.

Among the Colorado Cares Day volunteers,
Governor Bill Ritter (pictured left) teamed with
Mile High Youth Corps members at the Bluff
Lake Nature Center in Denver. The AmeriCorps
members and staff worked to improve the
habitat, prevent erosion, and enhance the
experience of visitors to the Nature Center.
Governor Ritter spoke to the members about the
importance of their contribution and service to
the state and encouraged them to continue to
serve their communities.

Denver Mayor John Hickenlooper (pictured
right) and members of Denver's City Counc
also joined in on the statewide day of servic
Mayor Hickenlooper and Councilman Dou
Linkhart visited seniors at the"8Annual King
Trimble Senior Tea and Lunch sponsored |
Councilwoman Carla Madison (also picture
right). The complimentary luncheon is offere
annually to seniors in the community
AmeriCorps*State, AmeriCorps*National
AmeriCorps*VISTA, and YouthBiz members
volunteered their time to assist the guests attendi

Colorado Cares Daycoincided this year with President Obama’s newionatide
summer of service initiativé)nited We Servelhe 81-day summer of service initiative began
on June 22, 2009 and will end on the ré@ptember I Day of Remembrance and Service
Colorado projects fodnited We Servean be registered atww.colorado.gov/gccs
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Colorado Joins in the New National Summer
Service Initiative: United We Serve

This summer, President Barack
Obama and First Lady Michelle
Obama announced a service initiative
called United We ServeThe 81 days
of service began on June 22, 2009 and will conclonlehe new September 11th Day of
Service and Remembranddnited We Servehallenges all Americans to help lay a new
foundation in community service. The effort focuses four key areas: education; health;
energy and the environment; and community renewal.

In early August, Governor Bill Ritter
and Lt. Governor Barbara O’'Brien (both
pictured left) joined in by helping sort
food received at the Food Bank of the
Rockies in Denver. The Governor's
Commission on Community Service is
continuing with United We Serve in
Colorada The GCCS is asking service
projects happening in the month of
August to register on both the national
site: www.serve.goyand Colorado’s site,
www.colorado.gov/gccén order to show
Colorado’s contribution to the national
movement.

For more information, please contact Service Ptofécordinator Meaghan Mills at
meaghan.mills@state.co.us

September 11th Established as
National Day of Service

In April, President Barack
Obama signed legislation that
officially establishes September
11th as a federally recognized
National Day of Service and
Remembrance. To support this
observance, the new legislation
authorizes the Corporation for
National and Community Service
to make grants and provide other
assistance to community
nonprofits that want to organize
9/11 service activities.

The Governor’s Commission on Community Servicd gékve as a leading organization
for Colorado’s participation of this new nationaydof service. The GCCS is presenting a
week of activities and opportunities for gettingzatved from September'6— 12". By
pledging to volunteer or engage in forms of chatéaservice during the week, the hope is
that individuals and organizations will help rekimthe remarkable spirit of unity, service and
compassion shared in the immediate aftermath cttiaeks.

To find an opportunity to become involved, pleais#t www.colorado.gov/gccsOr, for
more information, please contact Service Projector@nator Meaghan Mills at
meaghan.mills@state.co.us




AmeriCorps Members Prepare to Attend the
15th Annual State Service Conference

The Governor's Commission on Community Servicé wil
host the 1% Annual Colorado State Service Conference on
October 12-13, 2009, at the YMCA of the RockiesEstes
Park Colorado. The theme of this year's Confereniethe
The Spriit of AmeriCorps LIFEThe Conference Planning
Committee is planning for 400 participants thisryea

The Colorado State Service Conference is a large
component of the GCCS Program, Development anchificai
mission for AmeriCorps Colorado. The Conferencegen to
all AmeriCorps*State/National, AmeriCorps*NCCC, and
AmeriCorps* VISTA members currently serving in Cado.
Workshops and team building exercises will be medi in
the areas of National Service, Community Engagement

Career Development, and Direct Service.

This year's Conference Workshop setup is taking a
different approach from previous years. Participaattending
will be grouped into a team structure of learnifbis goal is
to foster more inter-Corps and inter-program irdéom,
standardize the training sessions, and improveqtiadity of
learning opportunities.

After the first day of workshops, the evening wtits
planned also look to be promising. Participantd kel invited
to join in on a host of entertaining events liker&@ke, Roller-
skating, and S’Mores at the Fire Ring.

Conference registration will be open from Auguéutil
September 30 For more information visit
www.colorado.gov/gccs

AmeriCorps Colorado Spotlight

The Mesa State College AmeriCorp

Program is located in Grand Junction, Coloradi

As a part of Mesa State College, the progrd

engages students from the college in servjs

projects throughout the community.

The Mesa State College AmeriCorpie

Program helps local non-profit agencies mg
their goals of assisting at-risk youth througho
Mesa County. Members are involved in a vari

of activities: tutoring youth in alternative schoqss

settings; mentoring foster children; and providi
after school and summer programs to midg
school students.
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MSC AmeriCorps members work with restorative justprograms, teeniis

mothers, youth in detention and abused and negledtddren and youth.
MSC AmeriCorps members also have a great dealroéffd team spirit.

For more information about the Mesa State CollegmeACorps
Program, please contact Program Manager Pat ViErsaia970.248.1874,
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Commission Addresses Unemployment with Volunteerism

The Governor’'s Commission on Community Serviceggedoping a new statewide project to help job ses#eough its
Colorado State VISTA Program. The project involpesmoting volunteerism as a strategy for job sexkeboth fill the gap
of unemployment in their work experience, learn redills, and gain experience. The GCCS is alsoetitly working with the
Pikes Peak Workforce Center in EI Paso County tonoite this new strategy at their local Fall Carfear, which will be held
on August 17, 2009.

The new strategy calls for connecting Workforcent€es and Volunteers Centers together to help pdkers find

volunteer opportunities while they also searchefmployment opportunities. By utilizing volunteerpaptunities, job seekers
can build their network, strengthen skills,
and open new doors for potential career
options. Many job seekers who have found
employment positions after volunteering
have credited their new jobs to the service
they performed while unemployed. They
learned new job skills that they were able to
add to their resume.

The GCCS is working with the
Colorado Department of Labor and
Employment, the Colorado Volunteer
Center Network, and other non-profit
organizations to help identify up to six
counties to serve as pilot sites to test this
new strategy. For more information about
the job seeker project, please contact Ele at
Eleanor.meyer@state.co.us

Colorado State VISTA Program Update

The Colorado State VISTA Program has been The Colorado State VISTA Program is also excited to
making strides towards achieving goals laid outthe welcome its new site supervisors and VISTA members:
Colorado Needs Assessment. VISTAs focus on thasare
of poverty alleviation and disaster preparedness. - Rachel Chambers — UWLC 211

211 Disaster Prep Liaison

The United Way of Weld County has forged . Jill Charles — ACS
strong relationships with the Greeley County andy Ci Family Care Coordinator
Emergency Management Departments and is in theepsoc - Ericka Fleming — CVCN
of creating a system to accommodate spontaneous Site Supervisor
volunteers. - Sam Fonoti — ACS

COVOAD VISTA

CVCN - Metro Volunteers has been focused on . Kelly Hiznay — GCCS

training in and modification of electronic voluntee Colorado State VISTA Program Leader

management systems that are used in times of éisast Tamara Massey — Jefferson County Workfor

Center

Employment Support Coordinator

Liddy Romero — Jefferson County Workforc
Center

Site Supervisor

Amanda Jade Thomas — Pueblo City and Cou
Health Department

Disaster Prep Liaison

Cari Wheat — CVCN

Disaster Planning Coordinator

Similarly, United Way of Larimer County is
developing listings and registration procedures foe
effective management of volunteers and volunteer
referrals.

With a very successful Colorado Cares Day under
their belts, the Governor's Commission on Community
Service VISTAs are working on the August “United We
Serve” initiative and creating a pilot program thall link
the unemployed with volunteer opportunities through
workforce centers.

For more information on the CSV Program,
contact Kelly akelly.hiznay@state.co.us




2009-10 AmeriCorps Grants Announced

A record number 17 Colorado non-profit community

organizations and government agencies have beendegva
AmeriCorps*State grants from the Governor's Cominison
Community Service. The grant awards, totaling 6%&,029,
will place 536 AmeriCorps members in communitiesoas the
state.

The 17 organizations approved to receive the grantthe
2009 - 2010 program year are:

Colorado Parent and Child Foundation
Denver Public Schools
Mesa State College

$270,900
$212,814
$204,750

City and County of Denver $163,799
Boys and Girls Club of Larimer County $132,312
Weld County Board of Commissioners $122,849
Southern Ute Community Action Program $102,062
Montezuma County Partners $81,900
Year One Inc., dba Mile High Youth Corps $74,043
America’s Children’s Education Foundation $50,000
Pueblo Community College $50,000
Advocates for Young Adults $45,305
Colorado Youth Corps Association $44,802
Centus Counseling, Consulting & Education $44,401
Partners in Routt County $12,600
United Methodist Church of Center $1,872
Metro CareRing $1,620

Of the 17 recipients, ten are new and seven amgetes.
Four of the 17 recipients will be operating plamnigrants, 10
are program operating grants, and three are Educa#ivard
Only grants.

AmeriCorps Members earn an AmeriCorps Education
Award of $4,725 that they can use to pay for celeg to pay
back qualified student loans at the end of a ssfekfulltime
term of service. The total of AmeriCorps Educatidwards
earned by AmeriCorps members in Colorado since Ex@éeds
$29,784,410. Most AmeriCorps Members also recéigelth
benefits, student loan deferments, and a livingvadince to
offset food and housing costs during their ternsarfvice. Since
1994, more than 16,724 AmeriCorps members in Cdlmfave
provided more than 13,026,252 hours of service doall
communities through AmeriCorps.

AmeriCorps is administered by the Corporation fatibinal
and Community Service, which issued some grantsctlyr to
national organizations while others are issuedutjnogovernor-
appointed state commissions, territories, and Araerilndian
tribes. The Governor's Commission on Community ®erv
operates under the Office of Lieutenant GovernorbBia
O'Brien.  Individuals interested in becoming AmeuiQs
members can learn about opportunities and submit an
application by visitingvww.americorps.gov

Commissioner Spotlight

Richard M. “Rick” Esquibel , Prevention Specialist for the Mi Animo Prevention
Program-San Luis Valley Comprehensive Community ftdienHealth Center
SLVCCMHC), was appointed to his second term in 2@88the Community Based
Organization representative to the Commission.

At the SLVCCMHC, Rick started working in Addictisnwhere he earned his CAC lIl.
In 2006 he transferred to the Mi Animo PreventisadPam. In this capacity he works
with At-Risk students. “Working with students arfeeir families is a great reward; |
really enjoy helping people help themselves.”

Several service programs and project are near aadtd Rick. Rick participates in the Free Communit
Christmas Dinner where he is on the committee dgoatishg 150 volunteers to work on serving a full
Christmas dinner to the community. Last year, appnately 1,700 people were served. As a part of
Colorado Cares Day, this year Rick pulled weedshen San Juan Mountains in the statewide service
projectPulling 4 Colorado Lastly, he serves in the ASC [Adams State Cell€pres Day. Last October,
volunteers on 18 different projects provided apprately 1,600 hours of service. It was a great fday

the San Luis Valley.

Please forward this newsletter to you own lists padners,
and encourage people to sign up for Governor BiteR Jr.’s Newsletter at:

http://www.colorado.gov/governor




From the Commission Chair

Dear Partners in Service,

This August will mark the completion of ragcond and final term as
Chair of the Governor's Commission on Communityw&er. | have found
this experience to be a pleasure and a joy. ltthdg been an honor in
serving the Commission as its Chair.

During my tenure, I've had the very speo@bortunity to witness an
expansion in community awareness, civic engagenagwt volunteer
participation throughout Colorado. | believe thiashbeen due to a
renewed spirit of community sweeping both our statel our nation.
Americans are coming together and working colledyivo bring about
change and improve the quality of life for everyofi&is has been an
exciting time and it has been thrilling to be at udrit.

What has made this such an extraordinapgm®ence has been the chance to work with my fellow
Commissioners. Each of them provides a diverseookithnd expertise that gives this commission a
deep pool of resources from which to draw. They @ammitted and visionary, and | have enjoyed
serving with each of them. Our new Chair Lindsayrlyan brings grace and passion to the
Commission. | can't wait to see where she takesexs.

We are so fortunate in Colorado to havesateptional staff of the Governor's Commission on
Community Service, led by Toya Nelson. Small imiwer, enormous in impact. Every day they show
dedication in promoting volunteerism and commusgywice throughout our state. They have dedicated
themselves to service and the expansion of Amep€Brograms in Colorado. They get things done!

Most importantly, I'd like to express myppciation to the thousands of volunteers that tiedr
time and their hearts in service to Colorado amir local communities. The work they do is vitalsio
many. They truly demonstrate what is so great aliviutg here and make the Colorado Promise a
reality.

With gratitude,

Christine Benero
Chair, Governor’s Commission on Community Service



