
Appendix D: Beale Codes and County-Level Economic Data 
 
Rural Community 
 
Beale codes are published by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and are used to classify 
counties as being more urban or more rural. Counties are designated on a scale from one to nine 
according to the following descriptions: 
 

2003 Beale Codes 
Code# Metropolitan 

Type 
Description 

1 Metropolitan Counties in metro areas of 1 million population  or more 
2 Metropolitan Counties in metro areas of 250,000 to 1 million 
3 Metropolitan Counties in metro areas of fewer than 250,000 
4 Non-metro Urban population of 20,000 or more, adjacent to a metropolitan area  
5 Non-metro Urban population of 20,000 or more, not adjacent to a metropolitan area 
6 Non-metro Urban population of 2,500 to 19,999, adjacent to a metropolitan area 
7 Non-metro Urban population of 2,500 to 19,999, not adjacent to a metropolitan area  

8 Non-metro Completely rural or less than 2,500 urban population, adjacent to a 
metropolitan area 

9 Non-metro Completely rural or less than 2,500 urban population, not adjacent to a 
metropolitan area 

 
 
Any program located in a county with a Beale code of 6, 7, 8, or 9 is eligible to apply for the 
alternative match. 



Severely Economically Distressed Community 
 
The following table provides the website addresses where the publicly available information on 
county-level economic data including per capita income, poverty rate, and unemployment levels 
can be found. 
 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 
 

EXPLANATION 
  

www.econdata.net  
 

Econdata.Net: This site links to a variety 
of social and economic data by state, 
county, and metro area. 
 

www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/ 
 

Bureau of Economic Analysis’ Regional 
Economic Information System (REIS): 
Provides data on per capita income by 
county for all states except Puerto Rico. 
 

www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/index.html 
 

Census Bureau’s Small Area Poverty 
Estimates: Provides data on poverty and 
population estimates by county for all 
states except Puerto Rico. 
  

www.census.gov/main/www/cen2000.html 
 

Census Bureau’s American Fact-finder: 
Provides all 1990 and 2000 census data 
including estimates on poverty, per capita 
income and unemployment by counties, 
states, and metro areas including Puerto 
Rico. 
 

www.bls.gov/lau/home.htm   Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Local Area 
Unemployment Statistics (LAUS): 
Provides data on annual and monthly 
employment and unemployment by 
counties for all states including Puerto 
Rico. 
  

www.ers.usda.gov/Data/RuralUrbanContinuumCo
des/    
 

US Department of Agriculture’s Rural-
Urban Continuum Codes (Beale codes): 
Provides urban rural code for all counties 
in US.  

 


