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PREAMBLE.

‘We, the people of Colorado, with profound reverence for the
Supreme Ruler of the Universe, in order to form a more independ-
AR ent and perfect government ; establish justice; insure tranquility;
4 _ provide for the common defense ; promote the general welfare and
] vecure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do
ordain and establish this Constitution for the “State of Colorado.” ’
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CONSTITUTION.
ARTICLE 1.

BOUNDARIES.

The boundaries of the State of Colorado shall be as follows:
Commencing on the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude, where
the twenty-fifth meridian of longitude west from Washington crosses
the same; thence north on said meridian to the forty-first parallel
of north lattltude thence along said parallel west to the thirty-
second meridian of longitude west from Washington ; thence south
on said meridian to the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude ;
thence along said thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude to the
place of beginning.

ARTICLE II.
BILL OF RIGHTS,

In order to assert our rights, acknowledge our duties, and pro-
claim the principles upon which our government is founded, we
declare :

Section 1. That all political power is vested in and derived from
the people; that all government, of right, originates from the peo-
ple, is founded upon their will only, and is instituted solely for the
good of the whole.

Sec. 2. That the people of this State have the sole and exclu-
sive right of governing themselves, as a free, sovereign and inde-
pendent State ; and to alter and abolish their constitution and form
of governmentwhenever they may deem it necessary to their safety
and happiness, provided such change be not repugnant to the Con-
stitution of the United States.

Sec. 3. That all persons have certain natural, essential and inal-
ienable rights, among which may be reckoned the right of enjoying
and defending their lives and liberties ; that of acquiring, possess-
ing and protecting property ; and of seekmg and obtaining thelr
safety and happiness.
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SEc. 4. That the free exercise and enjoyment of religious pro-
fession and worship, without discrimination, shall forever hereafter
be guaranteed ; and no person shall be denied any civil or political
right, privilege or capacity, on account of his opinions concerning
religion; but the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not
be construed to dispense with oaths or affirmations, excuse acts of
licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with the good order,
peace, or safety of the State. No person shall be required to attend
or support any ministry or place of worship, religious sect, or
denomination against his consent. Nor shall any preference be .
given by law to any religious denomination or mode of worship.

Sec. 5. That all elections shall be free and open ; and no power,
civil or military, shall at any time interfere to prevent the free
exercise of the right of suffrage.

Skc. 6. That courts of justice shall be open to every person, and
a speedy remedy afforded for every injury to person, property, or
character; and that right and justice should be administered with-
out sale, denial, or delay. '

Sec. 7. That the people shall be secure in their persons, papers,
homes and effects from unreasonable searches and seizures; and no
warrant to search any place or seize any person or thing shall issue
without describing the place to be searched, or the persor or thing
to be seized, as near as may be, nor without probable cause, sup-
ported by oath or affirmation, reduced to writing.

Sec. 8. That, until otherwise provided by law, no person shall,
for a felony, be proceeded against criminally, otherwise than by
indictment, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in
the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger.
In all other cases offenses shall be prosecuted criminally by indict-
ment or information.

SEC. 9. That treason against the State can consist only in levy-
ing war against it, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid

- and comfort; that no person can be convicted of treason unless on

the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on his con-
fession in open court; that no person can be attainted of treason or
felony by the General Assembly; that no conviction can work cor-
ruption of blood or forfeiture of estate; that the estates of such
persons as may destroy their own lives shall descend or vest as in
cases of natural death.

Skec. 10. That no law shall be passed impairing the freedom of
speech; that every person shall be free to speak, write or publish
whatever he will on any subject, being responsible for all abuse of
that liberty; and that all suits and prosecutions for libel, the truth
thereof may be given in evidence, and the jury, under the direction
of the court, shall determine the law and the fact. ,

SEC. 11. That no ex post facto law, nor law impairing the obliga-
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tion of contracts, or retrospective in its operation, or making any
irrevocable grant of special privileges, franchises or immunities,
shall be passed by the General Assembly.

Skc. 12. That no person shall be imprisoned for debt, unless
upon refusal to deliver up his estate for the benefit of his creditors,
in such manner as shall be prescribed by law, or in cases of tort or
where there is a strong presumption of fraud.

Skc. 13. That the right of no person to keep and bear arms in
defense of his home, person and property, or in aid of the civil power
when thereto legally summoned, shall be called in question; but
nothing herein contained shall be construed to justify the practice
of carrying concealed weapons. ‘

Skc. 14. That private property shall not be taken for private use
unless by consent of the owner, except for private ways of necessity,
and except for resorvoirs, drains, flumes or ditches on or across the.
lands of others, for agricultural, mining, milling, domestic or sani-
tary purposes. :

Skc. 15. That private property shall not be taken or damaged,
for public or private use, without just compensation. Such com-
pensation shall be ascertained by a board of commissioners, of not
less than three freeholders, or by a jury, when required by the owner
of the property, in such manner as may be prescribed by law, and
until the same shall be paid to the owner, or into court for the owner.
the property shall not be needlessly disturbed, or the proprietary
rights of the owner therein divested ; and whenever an attempt is
made to take private property for a use alleged to be public, the
question whether the contemplated use be really public, shall be a
judicial question, and determined as such without regard to any
legislative assertion that the use is public.

Skc. 16. That in criminal prosecutions the accused shall have
the right to appear and defend in person and by counsel; to demand
the nature and cause of the accusation; to meet the witnesses
against him face to face; to have process to compel the attendance
of witnesses in his behalf, and a speedy public trial by an impartial
jury of the county or district in which the offense is alleged to have
been committed.

Skc. 17. That no person shall be imprisoned for the purpose of
securing his testimony in any case longer than may be necessary
in order to take his deposition, If he can give security he shall be
discharged ; if he cannot give security, his deposition shall be taken
by some Judge of the Supreme, District, or .County Court, at the
earliest time he can attend, at some convenient place by him
appointed for that purpose, of which time and place the accused
and the attorney prosecuting for the people, shall have reasonable
notice. The accused shall have the right to appear in person and
by counsel. If he have no counsel, the Judge shall assign him one
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in that behalf only. On the completion of such examination the
witness shall be discharged on his own recognizance, entered in
before said Judge, but such deposition shall not be used if, in the
opinion of the Court, the personal attendance of the witness might
be procured by the prosecution, or is procured by the accused. No
exception shall be taken to such deposition as to matters of form.

Skc. 18. That no person shall be compelled to testify against
himself in a criminal case, nor shall any person be twice put in
jeopardy for the same offense. If the j jury disagree, or if the judg-
ment be arrested after verdict, or if the judgment be reversed for
error in law, the accused shall not be deemed to have been in
jeopardy.

Sec. 19. That all persons shall be bailable by sufficient sureties,
except for capital offenses, when the proof is evident or the pre-
sumption great.

* Sec. 20. That excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual pumshments infliéted.

Skc. 21. That the privilege of the writ of kabeas corpus shall
never be suspended, unless when, in case of rebellion or invasion,
the public safety may require it.

SEC. 22. That the military shall always be in strict subordination
to the civil power; that no soldier shall, in time of peace, be quar-
tered in any house without the consent of the owner, nor in time
of war except in the manner prescribed by law.

Skc. 23. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate in crim-
inal cases; but a jury in civil cases inall courts, or in criminal cases
in courts not of record, may consist of less than twelve men, as
may be prescribed by law. Hereafter a Grand Jury shall consist of
twelve men, any nine of whom concurring may find an indictment;
provided, the General Assembly may change, regulate or abolish
the grand jury system.

SEc. 24. That the people have the right peaceably to assemble
for the common good, and to apply to those invested with the
powers of government for redress of grievances, by petition or
remonstrance.

Sec. 25. That no person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or
property, without due process of law.

Skec. 26. That there shall never be in this State either slavery or
involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime, whereof the
party shall have been duly convicted.

Sec. 27. Aliens, who are dr who may hereafter become bona fide
residents of this State, may acquire, inherit, possess, enjoy and dis-
pose of property, real and personal, as native born citizens.

Skc. 28. The enumeration in this Constitution of certain rights
shall not be construed to deny, impair, or disparage others retained
by the people.
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ARTICLE III.
DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS.
The powers of the sovernment of this State are divided into

a o aQ
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three distinct departments—the Legislative, Executive and Judicial
—and no person, or collection of persons, charged with the exer-
cise of powers properly belonging to one of these departments, shall
exercise any power properly belonging to either of the others,

except as in this Constitution expressly directed or permitted.

ARTICLE IV.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

Skc. 1. The Executive Department shall consist of a Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor of State, State
Treasurer, Attorney General, and Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion, each of whom shall hold his office for the term of two years,
beginning on the second Tuesday. of January next after his election ;
provided, that the terms of office of those chosen at the first election
held under this Constitution, shall begin on the day appointed for
the first meeting of the General Assembly. The officers of the
Executive Department, excepting the Lieutenant Governor, shall,
during their term of offices, reside at the seat of government, where
they shall keep the public records, books and papers. They shall
perform such duties as are prescribed by this Constitution or by law.

Skc. 2. The supreme executive power of the State shall be’
vested in the Governor, who shall take care that the laws be faith-
fully executed.

Skc. 3. The officers named in section one of this article, shall
be chosen on the day of the general election, by the qualified
electors of the State. The returns of every election for said officers
shall be sealed up and transmitted to the Secretary of State, directed
to the Speaker of the Hause of Representatives, who shall imme-
diately, upon the organization of the House, and before proceeding
to other business, open and publish the same in the presence of a
majority of the members of both Houses of the General Assembly,
who shall for that purpose assemble in the House of Representa-
tives. The person having the highest number of votes for either
of said offices shall be declared duly elected, but if two or more
have an equal and the highest number of votes for the same office,
one of them shall be chosen thereto by the two Houses, on joint
ballot. Contested elections for the said offices shall be determined
by the two Houses, on joint ballot, in such manner as may be pre-
scribed by law. : :
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Skc. 4. No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor,
Lieutenant Governor or Superintendent of Public Instruction, unless
he should have attained the age of thirty years, nor to the office
of Auditor of State, Secretary of State, or State Treasurer, unless

he shall k ttained th ’ fh
he shall have attained the age of twenty-five years, nor to the office

of Attorney General unless he shall have attained the age of twenty-
five years, and be a licensed attorney of . the Supreme Court of the
State, or of the Territory of Colorado, in good standing. At the

first election under this Constitution, any person being a qualified

e o . . o .
elector at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, and having

the qualifications above herein prescribed forany one of said officers,
shall be eligible thereto; but thereafter no person shall be eligible
to any one of said-offices, unless, in addition to the qualifications
above prescribed therefor, he shall be a citizen of the United States,
and have resided within the limits of the State two years next pre-
ceding his election. :

Skc. 5. The Governor shall be commander-in-chief of the military
forces of the State, except when they shall be called into actual
service of the United States. He shall have power to call out the
militia to execute the laws, suppress insurrection, or repel invasion.

Skc. 6. The Governor shall nominate, and by and with the con-
sent of the Senate, appoint all officers whose offices are established
- by this Constitution, or which may be created by law, and whose
appointment or election is not otherwise provided for, and may
remove any such officer for incompetency, neglect of duty or mal-
feasance in office. If during the recess of the Senate a vacancy
occur in any such office, the Governor shall appoint some fit person
to discharge the duties thereof until the next meeting of the Senate,
when he shall nominate some person to fill such office. If the office
of Auditor of State, State Treasurer, Secretary of State, Attorney
General, or Superintendent of Public Instruction, shall be vacated
by death, resignation, or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the Gov-
ernor to fill the same by appointment, and the appointee shall hold -
his office until his sucessor shall be elected and qualified in such
manner as may be provided by law. The Senate in deliberating
upon Executive nominations may sit with closed doors, but in act-
ing upon nominations they shall sit with open doors, and the vote
shall be taken by ayes and noes, which shall be entered upon the
journal.

Sec. 7. The Governor shall have power to grant reprievess
commutations and pardons after conviction, for all offenses except
treason, and except in case of impeachment, subject to such regu-
lations as may be prescribed by law relative to the manner of ap-
plying for pardons, but he shall in every case where he may exer-
cise this power, send to the General Assembly, as its first session
thereafter, a transcript of the petition, *all proceedings, and the
reasons for his action. :
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Sec. 8. The Governor may require information in writing from
the officers of the Executive Department upon any subject relating
to the duties of their respective offices, which information shall be
‘given upon oath whenever so required; he may also require infor-

mnf-inn in writing at anyv fim under aoath firam all offcere and
mation in wrilng at ahty time, unaer datln, Iirom aii oimcers ana

managers of State institutions, upon any subject relating to the
condition, management and expenses of their respective offices and
institutions. The Governor shall, at the commencement of each
session, and from time to time, by message, give to the General
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ommend such measures as he shall deem expedient. He shall also
send to the General Assembly a statement, with vouchers, of the
expenditures of all moneys belonging to the State, and paid outby
him. He shall, also, at the commencement of each session, pre--
sent estimates of the amount of money required to be raised by
‘taxation for all purposes of the State.

- Sec. 9. The Governor may, on extraordinary occasions, convene
the General Assembly, by proclamation, stating therein the purpose
for which it is assembled; but at such special session no business
shall be transacted other than that specially named in the proclam-
ation. He may, by proclamation, convene the Senate in extraor-
dinary session for the transaction of executive business.

Skc. 10. The Governor, in case of a disagreement between the
two Houses as to the time of adjournment, may, upon the same
being certified to him by the House last moving adjournment,
adjourn the General Assembly to a day not later than the first day
of the next regular session.

Skc. 11. Every bill passed by the General Assembly shall, before
it becomes a law, be presented to the Governor. If he approve, he
shall sign it, and thereupon it shall become a law ; but'if he do not
approve, he shall return it, with his objections, to the House in
which it originated, which House shall enter the objections at large
upon its journal, and proceed to reconsider the bill. If then two-
thirds of the members elected agree to pass the same, it shall be
sent, together with the objections, to the other House, by which it
shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of the
members elected to that House, it shall become a law, notwith-
standing the objections of the Governor. In all such cases the
vote of each House shall be determined by ayes and noes, to be
entered upon the journal. If any bill shall not be returned by the
Governor within ten days after it shall have been presented to him,
the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless
the General Assembly shall, by their adjournment, prevent its
return, in which case it shall be filed, with his objections, in the
office -of the Secretary of State, within thirty days after such
adjournment, or else become a law.

2
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Skc. 12. The Governor shall have power to disapprove of any
item or items of any bill making appropriations of money, embrac-
ing distinct items, and part or parts of the bill approved shall be
law, and the item or items disapproved shall be void, unless enacted
in manner following: If the General Assembly be in session,
he shall transmit to the House in which the bill originated a copy
of the item or items thereof disapproved, together with his objec-
tions thereto, and the items objected to shall be separately recon-
sidered, and each item shall then take the saine course as is pre-
scribed for the passage of bills over the Executive veto.

" LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR.

Sec. 13. In case of the death, impeachment, or conviction of
felony or infamous misdemeanor, failure to qualify, resignation,
absence from the State, or other disability of the Governor, the
powers, duties and emoluments of the office, for the residue of the
term, or until the disability be removed, shall devolve upon the
Lieutenant Governor.

Sec. 14. The Lieutenant Governor shall be President of the -
Senate, and shall vote only when the Senate is equally divided. In
case of the absence, impeachment or disqualification from any
cause of the Lieutenent Governor, or when he shall hold the office
of Governor, then the President pro tem. of the Senate shall per-
form the duties of the Lieutenant Governor, until the vacancy is
filled or the disability removed.

Sec. 15. In case of the failure to qualify in his office, death
resignation, absence from the State, impeachment, conviction of
felony or infamous misdemeanor, or disqualiﬁcation from any cause,
of both the Governor and Lieutenant Governor, the duties of
the Governor shall devolve on the President of the Senate pro
tem., until such disqualification of either the Governor or Lieuten-
ant Governor be removed, or the vacancy be filled; and if the
President of the Senate, for any of the above named causes, shall
become incapable of performing the duties of Governor, the same
shall devolve upon the Speaker of the House.

SEc. 16. An account shall be kept by the officers of the Execu-
tive Department and of all public institutions of the State, of all
moneys received by them severally from all sources, and for every
service performed, and of all moneys disbursed by them severally,
and a semi-annual report thereof shall be made to the Governor,
under oath.

Skc. 17. The officers of the Executive Department, and of all
public institutions of the State, shall, at least twenty days preceding
each regular session of the General Assembly, make full and com-
plete report of their actions to the Governor, who shall transmit the
" same to the General Assembly.



