
























FALL 2009

Holiday Schedule 
For up-to-date information about our
holiday schedule, call our Holiday
Hotline at 303-448-2280 or look it 
up at www.westerndisposal.com.

The following holidays are observed
by Western Disposal:

• Thanksgiving Day . . . . 11/26/09
• Christmas Day  . . . . . . 12/ 25/09
• New Year’s Day  . . . . . . . 1/01/10
• Memorial Day  . . . . . . . . 5/31/10
• Independence Day  . . . . 7/04/10
• Labor Day  . . . . . . . . . . . 9/06/10

E-Minders
Subscribe to Western Disposal’s
E-Minders Program. This program
sends you e-mail reminders of
upcoming holidays, programs and
other useful information. You can
join by calling us at 303-444-2037
or on our web site at
www.westerndisposal.com.

Win One Month 
Free Trash Service
Several lucky residential
customers will receive one
month of free trash service
for finding their names in
this newsletter!

If you find your name, 
call our Customer Service
Department at 303-444-2037
to receive credit on your account
for one month of free service.
Sorry, names mentioned as part
of the stories are not eligible.

A   Q U A R T E R L Y   U P D A T E   F  O R   O U R   C U S T O M E R S

Win One Month 
Free Trash Service

Holiday Schedule

E-Minders

Western Receives Grant from the State of Colorado
In early August, Western Disposal received a $173,900.00 grant from the
State of Colorado’s Department of Public Health and Environment to help
purchase a windrow turner and a trammel screen for our composting facility.
Western applied for the grant in mid-March and was chosen from over 65
applicants to receive a portion of 1.4 million dollars available from the
Recycling Resources Economic Opportunity Fund Grant Program.

The State of Colorado’s Recycling Resources Economic Opportunity Act
created a recycling grant program (RREO Grant Program) that was 
designed to fund the implementation projects that promote economic
development through productive management of recyclable materials that
would otherwise be treated as discards. This was the second year of the
grant program that is funded from a special fee collected at all of the 
landfills in the state of Colorado.

Western’s grant application was titled “Effective Composting in an Urban
Setting in Colorado.” The acquisition of the windrow turner will help Western
to increase the capacity of our composting facility by almost 100%. The
turner allows for more frequent and consistent turning of windrows which
provides a higher quality product and reduces processing time from 9-12
months to 5-6 months.

The acquisition of the trammel screen will also help Western produce a
higher quality product by screening out contaminants such as plastic bags,
rope, stones and larger organic pieces which have not fully broken down.
Screening makes our final compost product more uniform in particle size and
more aesthetically appealing. Bruce and Michelene Fast. With the adoption
of new residential hauler regulations in most areas of Boulder County,
materials coming to our facility are not always prepared properly and
frequently contain plastic bags and other contaminants. It is not possible to
remove all of these materials from feedstocks prior to processing so a
trammel screen is essential to clean up the finished product.

Western thanks the state of Colorado for helping us increase the capacity of
our composting facility and for helping us to produce a better, cleaner and
more aesthetically pleasing compost product for you, our customers.



Generated:
■  32.6 million tons, or 12.8% 

of MSW by weight.
■  216.3 pounds per person, 

per year.

Composted:
■  20.9 million tons, or 64.1%.
■  3,500 yard waste composting

facilities, mostly in the Northeast
and the Midwest.

■  Average daily throughput is
57,300 tons.

■  Compost can be produced in as
little as three months.

■  Composted yard waste accounts
for one-fourth of the U.S.
recycling rate.

Incinerated or Landfilled:
■  11.7 million tons, or 6.9% of

discarded MSW.
■  Percentage sent to disposal has

steadily declined for the last four
decades.

■  2,876 Btu per pound vs. 4,500-
5,000 Btu for a pound of garbage.

■  Several states ban the burning of
yard waste piles.

■  24 states ban or restrict 
yard waste disposal.

Landfill Volume:
■  21.7 million cubic yards

in 1997.
■  5.1% of landfilled MSW

in 1997.

Density:
■  Uncompacted is 250-

500 pounds per cubic
yard.

■  Landfilled is 1,500
pounds per cubic yard.

Source Reduction:
■  Grasscycling (“Leave 

it on the Lawn”
programs) and
backyard composting
made yard waste the
most source-reduced
item in the waste
stream.

■  Brush can be shredded into
mulch.

■  Xeriscaping (Landscaping with
plants that need small amounts of
water and produce small amounts
of waste) reduces yard waste.

Composting Markets:
■  Composted yard waste is a soil

conditioner that improves texture,
air circulation, and drainage,
moderates soil temperature,
enhances nutrient and water-
holding capacity, decreases
erosion, inhibits weed growth,
and suppresses some plant
pathogens.

■  High-quality compost is used as a
soil amendment and mulch.

■  Compost can be used as landfill
daily cover.

■  Compost processors often charge
a tipping fee.

End-Market Specifications:
■  Vary by market.
■  Keep non-organic materials out.
■  Little heavy metal contamination.

Yard Waste by Chaz Miller, Waste Age, January 2009 
Yard Waste MSW Facts Composted yard waste

makes up a quarter of 
the U.S. recycling rate.
Yard waste includes grass, leaves, and tree
and brush trimmings. By weight, grass is
the biggest component of yard waste,
averaging half of all yard waste. Leaves and
brush each provide one quarter. By volume,
leaves are the biggest component.

Yard waste is the largest component of
generated municipal solid waste (MSW) by
weight but is a relatively small component
of landfilled MSW by volume.

The amount of yard waste and its MSW
disposal market share declined dramatically
in the last four decades while the
composting rate soared. Backyard compost
piles and grasscycling programs have
reduced yard waste generation. State and
local composting requirements increased
the number of commercial composting
operations.

Composting is the controlled decomposition
of organic matter by micro-organisms into a
humus-like product. Waste and carbon
dioxide dissipate into the atmosphere. Up to
75 percent of the volume and 50 percent of
the weight are lost through composting.

Aeration, temperature control (132-140
degrees F), moisture content (40-60
percent) and an adequate carbon-to-
nitrogen ratio are required for composting.
Improper operation can cause odors and
allow the growth of a fungus (aspergillus
fumigatus) that causes health problems.

SOURCES:
Biocycle Magazine, April 2006,
www.biocycle.com

“Municipal Solid Waste in the United States:
2007 Facts and Figures,” U.S. EPA, Office of
Solid Waste, www.epa.gov/osw

Composting Council,
www.compostingcouncil.org 

Cornell Waste Management Institute,
www.cfe.cornell.edu/compost

“Measurement Standards and Reporting
Guidelines,” National Recycling Coalition,
www.nrc-recycle.org

Data is from 2007 EPA estimates, except 
where noted.
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makes up a quarter of 
the U.S. recycling rate.
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It is not unusual for residents of Boulder to observe black
bears. Typically, bears will travel through town and not create
much of a disturbance as long as attractants are not
plentiful. However, once a black bear has easy access
to food in trash, they quickly learn to associate every
can on the block as an easy meal. We need your
help to stop this cycle. 

Starting in August, bears enter “hyperphagia,” a physical state in which
they must eat enormous amounts of food to prepare their bodies for winter
hibernation. During this period a bear will feed up to 20 hours a day and may
consume 20,000 calories per day in order to build up body fat to sustain them
through hibernation. Most bears will forage on oak brush acorns and choke
cherries. However, this is also the time of year where bears will try to find the
easiest source of food available, including trash and other yard attractants. 

If attractants are made inaccessible, the bear will move on. Thus, we
encourage everyone within the community to make an effort to keep bears
“wild” and out of trouble. Please help by observing the following:

• Never feed wildlife in order to get a better view of them. It is illegal to
feed big game or to leave attractants available for them;  

• Keep garbage in a well-secured location. Clean trash cans with ammonia
and water to reduce odors that attract bears;

• Put out garbage on the morning of pick up. Do not put out trash the night
before;

• If you do not have a garage, maintain trash indoors or in a secured site.
Double bag trash to help reduce odors. Food scraps that are highly
aromatic can be placed in the freezer until garbage-collection day;   

• Use a bear-resistant trashcan or dumpster. Western has wildlife resistant
containers available;

• Hang birdfeeders high so bears cannot reach them; clean up beneath
bird feeders;  

• Don’t backyard compost food scraps in areas where bears may frequent;

• Do not leave pet food or dirty dishes outdoors at night. Store all pet food
and other animal feed inside;

• If you have fruit trees, don’t allow fruit to rot on the ground;

• After cooking on a grill, leave the burners on for several minutes to burn
remaining scraps and liquids completely. Store grills in a storage area or
in the garage.

The Colorado Division of Wildlife (DOW) offers this reminder: A fed bear is a
dead bear. If a bear runs into trouble and must be trapped, it will be tagged
and relocated. If the bear comes into conflict with people a second time,
policy dictates that the bear must be destroyed. This can be avoided by
residents living responsibly in bear country. Nguyen X Xinh.

If you have questions or concerns about bears, please contact the DOW in
Denver at (303) 291-7227. You can also read more about bears and other
wildlife species by visiting
http://wildlife.state.co.us/WildlifeSpecies/CoexistingWithWildlife/

Thank you for your help!

Western Disposal offers simple and
convenient billing and payment options
designed with your convenience in mind.
Check out the following options below to
see which ones work for you! 

Billing Options
•  NEW! Electronic – Register your Western

Disposal account with our online E-Billing
service and we will notify you via e-mail
when your statement is ready. You’ll also
have the opportunity to view the Western
Disposal newsletter online.

• Traditional – Receive your regular paper
statement and newsletter in the mail. 

One-Time Payment Options
•  NEW! Electronic – Pay online using credit

card or e-check (using your bank’s
routing and account numbers). 

• Traditional – Mail a check with your
statement’s stub or pay by phone using
your credit card. 

Automatic (Recurring)
Payment Options

•  NEW! Electronic – Register online using
a credit card or ACH withdrawal from a
checking or savings account. 

•  Traditional – Mail in the completed form
found on our website under the Billing
and Payment section for automatic
payments using a credit card or ACH
information from your checking or savings
account

•  Traditional – Call our Customer Service
Department and set up automatic credit
card payments over the phone. 

(If you do not sign up for electronic 
delivery of your statement, you will 

continue to receive it via postal delivery.)

Registration for new E-Billing and 
E-Payment options must be 
completed on our website at
www.westerndisposal.com.
Click on the Billing and Payment section
and follow the directions for account
registration. If you have any questions,
please call our Customer Service
Department at 303-444-2037. 

E-bill and E-payE-bill and E-payBlack Bears are on the Prowl for Food: 
Please Don’t Feed them with Garbage



20% Post Consumer Waste

Serving Boulder County 
Since 1970    

Ways to Reach Us...
5880 Butte Mill Road • P.O. Box 9100

Boulder, Colorado 80301    
ph. (303) 444-2037
fax (303) 444-7509

e-mail: contact@westerndisposal.com
www.westerndisposal.com

Extra Trash Stickers

Prepaid residential trash stickers are now
available for all of our service areas. If you
have regularly scheduled trash service, you
may purchase prepaid trash stickers for
$3.00 each and save 25% over the on-route
price of $4.00 per extra 32-gallon bag.  

Stickers can be acquired in a number  
of ways (minimum order of five, unless  
purchased in person):

1. In person: Western’s Admin. Bldg.
5880 Butte Mill Road

2. By phone: 303-444-2037

3. By fax: 303-444-7509

4. By electronic mail: 
contact@westerndisposal.com

5. Via web site: 
www.westerndisposal.com

6. By mail: P.O. Box 9100
Boulder, CO  80301

TO REORDER:  303-444-2037
www.westerndisposal.com

Extra Trash
Prepaid Tag

Recycling Saves
You Money!

Extra Trash Stickers

City of Boulder: The city of Boulder eliminated its Spring Cleanup Program
and its Fall Leaf Collection Program this year when City Council approved the
addition of compost collection, but you can still bring your leaves to the City-
sponsored yard waste drop-off located at Western Disposal’s Trash and
Recycle Center. City residents may drop off leaves free-of-charge. 

5880 Butte Mill Road, 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday-Saturday thru Nov. 27

Winter hours: We close at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday beginning Nov. 28.

Broomfield: The city and county of Broomfield offers a leaf and pumpkin
drop-off at its recycle center.

225 Commerce Street, 24 hrs/day, 7 days/wk Oct. 16-Nov. 30

Longmont: 140 Martin Street, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sunday-Saturday

Louisville: As the City now has compost collection included with trash serv-
ice, curbside pickup of leaves or bagged leaf collection will no longer be
offered. The City will, however, continue to offer leaf drop-off bins throughout
the town as well as at the City of Louisville Water Treatment Plant. Only
leaves and grass clippings are accepted at the Waste Water Plant and desig-
nated drop-off sites. Drop-off sites will be open from Nov. 2 - Nov. 20. Dates
are approximate so please check the City’s web site and local newspapers
for the list of drop-off locations and any changes to dates.

Lafayette: Due to budget constraints, the city of Lafayette will not have a leaf
drop-off program.

Boulder County: Boulder County residents may also drop off leaves at the
County-sponsored yard waste drop-off located at Western Disposal’s Trash
and Recycle Center. County residents receive a 40% discount off the normal
disposal fee. Location and hours are listed above under the city of Boulder.

During the winter, snow and ice make it difficult for our drivers
to access and maneuver trash containers.   

To ensure that your containers can be emptied, please
remove any snow in front of your containers or enclosures,
especially drifts or piles.

After the holidays are over, don’t throw your tree away—leave it at the curb
next to your compost cart. Western will pick up your tree on your compost
collection day. If your tree is taller than 6 feet, please cut into lengths no
longer than 6 feet so that the driver can fit it in the truck.

Remember—remove all nails, ornaments, plastic, tinsel, stands and lights
before setting your tree out for collection! Bruce and Nana Jacquemard.
Also, flocked trees and wire-based wreaths are not compostable. 

Area Leaf Collection Programs

Snow Removal

Free Christmas Tree Collection at the Curb
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PHOTOS
Attachment B

Windrow Turner

Trammel Screen


