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What natural resource problem(s) did the project address?


Flagler conservation District is located along the I70 corridor just one county shy of the Nebraska state line. Critical natural resource issue for the district include honoring the Republican River Water Compact with Kansas, and  keeping fragile conservation reserve program (CRP) land under grass as CRP contracts expire. The area has experienced seven years of below average precipitation, putting considerable stress both on water availability to crops and on grasses to maintain a healthy rangeland.


The principle objective was to cost-share installation of flow meters to reduce irrigation water use and secondarily to cost-share practices that would help sustain livestock production as a viable option so that plowing land up for crops is not such an attractive alternative for erosion-prone land.  





What was achieved?


38 flow meters installed serving 4,560 acres irrigated land


Livestock tank, water line and solar pump installed on 640 acres grazing land.


Two windbreaks installed on 320 acres of land for livestock and road protection from blizzards and for wildlife habitat.


Informational meeting about options for management of land expiring from CRP attended by over 100 landowners and managed grazing workshop attended by 25 landowners.


Native range nutrition study begun on CRP land to continue through 2010


Conservation practices to be maintained for at least 10 years and follow-up feedback survey planned for participants 











Noxious weeds degrade land for agricultural production, wildlife and aesthetic or recreation values. 


Eagle County Conservation District has been  working with partners to expand  efforts to help landowners address their noxious weed problems.





Colorado State Conservation Board 2009 Matching Grants Project:


Flagler Conservation District: Noxious Weed Control Program





Installing in-line flow meters helps maximize water efficiency in irrigation systems.








