FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTONS
What is the Juvenile Parole Board?  The Juvenile Parole Board (JPB) is a 9 member, Type I board, administered by the Colorado Department of Human Services.  The JPB has the authority to grant, deny, modify, suspend or revoke a committed juvenile offender’s parole.  In most cases, a two JPB member panel presides over the parole hearing, and makes decisions on behalf of the Board. 
How long is parole?   The standard parole term for juveniles is 6 months of parole supervision, however under certain circumstances the parole period can be extended up to 21 months or to their 21st birthday, whichever comes first.
What is a “commitment hearing?”  This is a parole hearing scheduled prior to the expiration of a juvenile offender’s commitment.  In most cases this type of hearing is scheduled for youth who the Department of Youth Corrections (DYC) feels has been successful in completing their program or treatment.

What is a  “post commitment hearing?”  This is a mandatory hearing for youth who have served their entire commitment period.  Parole will commence upon the expiration of the youth’s commitment.  These juvenile’s can be “paroled” if they have done well in their program or treatment, or “paroled with prejudice” if the board members feel additional time in the program or treatment would have been helpful.  Parole with prejudice is a statement of confidence in success on parole, it has no legal bearing.

How can I be present and heard at my offender’s parole hearing?  The rights of victims of most crimes against the person are protected by Colorado’s Victim Rights Amendment (see VRA Rights and VRA Eligible Crimes).  If you would like to participate in the hearing process, contact the Juvenile Parole Board’s Victim Services Coordinator to make arrangements.

How can I participate?  Participation can be arranged to be via telephone, by video, in writing, by attending portions of the hearing or meeting with the panel members prior to the hearing.  The degree to which a victim participates is dictated by the victim’s comfort level and safety of all hearing attendees.

Does my participation even matter?  By participating in the juvenile offender’s hearing, you have an opportunity to share with the Juvenile Parole Board panel members how the crime has impacted you.  You can also express your concerns around safety, accountability, repayment of court ordered restitution or any other issues you may have related to the crime. This can affect the hearing outcome, the length of a juvenile’s parole if extendable, the juvenile’s parole plan and/or the conditions of parole.


What other services does the Juvenile Parole Board offer victims of juvenile crime?  The JPB invites you to enroll in their Victim Notification Program to receive notification of the juvenile’s movements at all critical stages (see VRA Critical Stages).  In addition the JPB Victim Services Program can provide information around the hearing process, parole, Victim Compensation, Address Confidentiality and links to resources that may be available in your community.

