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STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING
COMMITTEE ON JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON REDISTRICTING
Date:

01/26/2011

Time:

04:05 PM to 05:07 PM

Place:

SCR 356

This Meeting was called to order by
Representative Balmer
This Report was prepared by
Christie Lee

ATTENDANCE
Brophy
X
Carroll
X
Coram
X
Nikkel
X
Pabon
X
Scheffel
X
Schwartz
*
Vigil
X
Balmer
X
Heath
*
X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Bills Addressed:

Action Taken:

Discussion of Logistics
Congressional Redistricting Overview

Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only
Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only

04:05 PM -- Discussion of Logistics
Representative Balmer called the committee to order and explained that Co-chair Heath was still chairing
his other committee, Senate State Affairs. He talked about holding one of the congressional district hearings in
Grand Junction rather than in Glenwood Springs. Senator Carroll talked about swapping Grand Junction for
Glenwood Springs as opposed to adding both. Representative Balmer stated that he believes there should not be
four meetings in Congressional District 3, when there are no more than two being held in any other district. He
explained that staff would assist the members in arranging travel. Representative Pabon talked about a conflict the
Democrats have with the March 5 hearing in Colorado Springs. Representative Balmer said that he would discuss
moving that meeting with Senator Heath. Representative Balmer also announced that the software training for
members and staff would be held on February 15 and 16, from 5 to 9 p.m.

04:12 PM -- Congressional Redistricting Overview
Jeremiah Barry, Office of Legislative Legal Services, gave a presentation on redistricting and distributed a
handout (Attachment A). He talked about the differences between redistricting and reapportionment. Mr. Barry
explained the ideal district size, which in Colorado would be three districts of 718,456 people and four districts of
718,457 people. Mr. Barry explained the law surrounding reapportionment, which was provided in the handout,
and mentioned that Colorado was about 200,000 people short of picking up an eighth seat following the 2010
census.
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04:26 PM
Mr. Barry talked about the courts' involvement in redistricting and case law, including the case Baker v.
Carr, 369 U.S. 186 (1962), and other cases listed on page two of the handout. He explained that of the 43 states
that had more than one congressional district, 17 had an overall population deviation among districts of between 0
and 1 person.

04:33 PM
Mr. Barry talked about the Reapportionment Commission that is created in the state constitution and
further outlined beginning on page four of the handout.

04:38 PM
Mr. Barry explained the various laws that apply to redistricting provided on page six of the handout. He
discussed the Voting Rights Act and gerrymandering, and explained the concepts of stacking, packing, and
fracturing. Mr. Barry explained that the only federal law the committee needs to be concerned about is equalizing
population among the districts. However, he stated that traditional redistricting principles should be followed and
explained the following traditional principles:






districts should be contiguous;
county and/or municipal boundaries should be preserved (the courts have decided that a county should
be preserved over a municipality if there is a discrepancy);
districts should be compact;
communities of interest must be preserved; and
the number of politically competitive districts should be protected.

He briefly discussed the traditional redistricting principals in other states that are not used in Colorado, including
the preservation of core districts and the protection of incumbents.

05:02 PM
Mr. Barry showed some examples of districts in other states. Representative Balmer asked Mr. Barry to
talk about single point contiguity. Senator Schwartz asked about water. Mr. Barry responded.

05:07 PM
Senator Heath apologized for being in committee at the beginning and the committee adjourned.
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