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Bills Addressed: Action Taken:
TLRC Field Hearing - Kremmling Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only

11:00 AM  --   TLRC Field Hearing - Kremmling 

Representative Tyler, chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed the audience and committee 
members to the meeting.  No roll call was taken.  The committee members introduced themselves and told the areas 
of the state that they represent.  Committee staff introduced themselves.  Representative Tyler discussed the purpose 
of the meeting.  

11:10 AM

Representative Tyler invited Commissioner Kathy Connell, Colorado Transportation Commission, and Mr. 
Joe Elsen, Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), to the table to brief the committee.  Commissioner 
Connell stated that all of rural Colorado is not the same and that in her district the major industries are agriculture, 
tourism, and energy and gas exploration.  She said that efficient and safe transportation is critical to the community 
and to those visiting the area. 
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Senator Baumgardner asked about a recent accident in which a semi-truck went off the road.  
Commissioner Connell said that the accident occured due to a lack of shoulders on State Highway 9.  She added that 
the road was closed for three hours as a result of that accident.  

Mr. Elsen introduced himself and stated that he was filling in for Dave Eller, who could not attend the 
meeting for personal reasons.  Representative Coram asked about the effect on bicyclists of having no shoulder on 
the road.  Commissioner Connell said that it is a nightmare and that the traffic slowdown is difficult and dangerous.  
She suggested that bicyclists should also pay to use the road.  She discussed her preference for raising sales taxes in 
the area versus raising the fuel tax, so that all who use the road will be contributing to its cost.  

Representative Mitsch Bush asked about the kinds of trucks that travel State Highway 9.  Commissioner 
Connell stated that there has been an increase in big rig use with the increase in energy and gas exploration in the 
area.  She said that the damage done to the road by one big rig is the equivalent to about 1000 cars' wear and tear on 
the road. 

Mr. Elsen continued the presentation by discussing the transportation region, stating that the region 
includes 15 counties, over 50 municipalities, and over 700 bridges.  He discussed ongoing projects on State 
Highway 9.  Commissioner Connell said that State Highway 9 is the highway that is used for all of the ski tourism 
in Steamboat and it is the road used by employees who cannot afford to live in the resort communities, and that it is 
a very important artery in terms of transportation within the area.  The committee discussed the private-public 
partnership that has allowed the State Highway 9 projects to be a reality.  

11:34 AM

Representative Tyler invited the members from Citizens for a Safe Highway 9 Committee to join 
Commissioner Connell and Mr. Elsen at the table.  Mr. Larry Banman and Mr. Mike Richard, Citizens for a Safe 
Highway 9, introduced themselves and provided a handout to the committee members (Attachment A).  Mr. Richard 
said that the State Highway 9 project is critical to the citizens of the area.  He discussed a challenge grant provided 
by Blue Valley Ranch in the amount of $4 million to assist with the project.  He discussed the process for coming 
up with the funds to cover the matching requirement to receive the grant.  He said that the road is a regional issue 
and that the group received hundreds of letters of support.  He talked about Blue Valley Ranch and its owner.  
Senator Jones thanked the group for their work. 
 

11:44 AM

Mr. Elsen continued.  He talked about other project needs including the addition of shoulders and passing 
lanes to US 40, safety improvements to State Highway 131, traffic calming in Kremmling, and improvements to 
State Highway 64.  He added that there is a lot of work to do on State Highway 13 still, but that there is not 
construction funding available at this time to complete the project.  

Commissioner Connell discussed the twin tunnels project on US Interstate 70.  She talked about the ability 
to locate funds to complete both tunnels during the same project, and added that if the two tunnels can be completed 
in one project it will save about 30 percent in additional costs that will be incurred if the second tunnel must wait.  
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11:50 AM

Commissioner Gary Bumgarner, Grand County Commissioner for District 3, came to the table to brief the 
committee.  Commissioner Bumgarner provided background information on his district.  He said that adding 
shoulders to State Highway 9 and to US 40 are priorities.  He discussed a fatal accident that took place on State 
Highway 9.  He talked about the airports located in Kremmling and Granby.  He said that the Grand County 
Commissioners are concerned about how transportation funding is being allocated in the state, and that they would 
be in favor of a tax increase to fund transportation costs.  He talked about transit in the area and stated that the 
transit system is provided by a private company, so it is not possible for them to apply for federal grants; he said 
that help on how to make it a private-public partnership is appreciated.  He said that bus traffic is very important in 
the ski areas. 

Representative Tyler asked about adding shoulders to the highways.  Mr. Elsen returned to the table to 
respond, saying that sometimes right-of-ways must be purchased, and that on average, it costs about $3 to $3.5 
million per mile to add shoulders to a highway.  

Senator Jones asked about wildlife underpasses and overpasses.  Commissioner Bumgarner responded, 
saying there are five underpasses and two overpasses for wildlife in the region.  He continued, discussing 
constituent feedback and the level of support for tax increases.  Commissioner Connell returned to the table and 
stated that people need to see that their jobs and livelihood depend on good transportation.

Mr. Kurt Morrison, CDOT, came to the table to respond to a question from Senator Todd about MPACT 
64.  Mr. Morrison stated that the formula that MPACT 64 is looking at would provide about a $64 million tax 
revenue increase, of which one-third would go to CDOT.  He said that every dollar of the $64 million would be 
distributed throughout the state.  

12:11 PM

Representative Tyler invited the Town of Kremmling's panelists to the table.  Mayor Thomas Clark and 
Town Manager Mark Campbell, Town of Kremmling, came to the table to brief the committee.  A handout was 
provided to the committee members (Attachment B).  Mayor Clark thanked the committee for visiting Kremmling 
and said that he appreciates the town's relationship with CDOT.  He said that the town is a major corridor for 
accessing everything in northwest Colorado.  He stated that one of the biggest challenges facing the town is funding 
for transportation.  He said that the problem is not about a lack of money in the state, but that the money is not being 
allocated to his area of the state.  He explained that the state cannot keep robbing transportation to fund other 
services such as education and welfare.  He discussed the town's transportation concerns and current projects.
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Mr. Campbell continued the conversation by talking about an accident that occurred on the northwest side 
of the town, emphasizing the need for shoulders on the roads.  Mayor Clark discussed transportation for the elderly.  

The following member of the public testified: 

12:27 PM    --    Nowell Curran, Grand County Office of Emergency Management, came to the table to 
testify.  Ms. Curran said that State Highway 9 is dangerous and it is stressful and difficult to get emergency 
personnel to the places they need to be along the road.  She said that 18-wheeler trucks cannot stop going up the 
hill, otherwise they will never make it, and it is hard to see around them to pass.  She said that it is critical that 
emergency personnel respond even faster in the area, as flights cannot always get into and out of the region.  

12:31 PM

Representative Tyler thanked the panelists.  The committee adjourned. 
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