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Durango, CO 81303
Phone: 970-259-3289 x 3
Fax: 970-247-9301

Addressing Local Concerns
Districts generate funding through local, state, and federal sources. Local citizens elect the
District board to identify and address local natural resource issues. The board involves locals
and experts to help develop strategic plans. The district holds open monthly meetings,
publications, events, presentations to communicate with district partners and residents
about district services, good conservation practices and financial/technical services.
This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

Monthly Meetings
3rd Tuesday of every month
5pm

Mission Statement
To assist and educate the
land users, to maximize
the lands' potential and to
enhance the quality of life.

The La Plata Conservation District is committed to serving landowners of La Plata
County through seedling tree and supply sales, Plot Master seeder rentals,
riparian area demonstrations, educational programs and two college scholarships
awarded to students pursuing a career in Agriculture and/or Natural Resources
related fields. Also the District employs a full-time Conservation Technician to
assist the NRCS with EQIP and other cost share programs.

Fostering Sound Range Management
Ensuring sound range management for future generations is important to conserve
natural resources and improve production as well as enhance wildlife habitat.
This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

In 2010, the District Conservation Technician and NRCS completed
numerous acres of range and brush management for EQIP contracts.

Preventing Soil Erosion
Preventing erosion preserves soil producitivity long term for agriculture, production,
and other uses on rural lands. It also provides improved stream flows, decreases
sedimentation, and improves overall water quality. Some common practices that help
producers prevent soil erosion and build soil quality include no till, minimum tillage and
cover cropping.
This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

The District Conservation Technician and the NRCS staff provided
technical assistance to La Plata County landowners under the EQIP
program in 2010. This included the surveying and designing of projects to
assist in the completion of underground irrigation pipelines, sprinklers,
irrigation structures and gated pipe. Landowner workshops such as the
November 'Seedling Tree, Windbreak and Wildlife Habitat Planting
Workshop' addressed some of the soil erosion issues locally.

Protecting Water Quality and Quantity
The District provides assistance to managers, landowners, and residents with
conservation practices and management tools to protect near stream areas. In
addition, they work together on reducing the movement of chemicals and nutrients
to streams in sedimentation or runoff. These efforts help stabilize streambanks and
protect water bodies from impacts.
This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

Major economy:
Tourism, Oil and Gas

The La Plata Conservation District has been involved in the San Juan
Watershed Woody-Invasive Initiative (SJWWII) for a number of years to
address the growing invasion of Tamarisk and Russian Olive with in the
San Juan Watershed, which includes four Tribal areas and the
surrounding Four Corners States. One of their primary purposes is to
facilitate coordination between the many partners to improve water
quantity. Also, the District Conservation Technician works with the
NRCS in furthering its mission of providing cost share and engineering
assistance to improve water quality and efficient use throughout the
District.

Points of Interest:
Narrow Gauge Rail Road,
Durango Mountain Resort
and Fort Lewis College

The Conservation District
was established
March 18, 1947.

Land Ownership:
US Forest Service - 385,291 acres
Souther Ute Indian Tribe - 146,000 acres
US Bureau of Land Management - 33,450 acres
State of Colorado - 11,300 acres
Privately Owned Lands - 389,127 acres

Land Use:
Irrigated Cropland - 219,569 acres
Non-Irrigated Cropland - 29,250
acres
Irrigated Pasture & Hay - 75,262
acres
Non-Irrigated Pasture & Hay - 3,076
acres
Rangeland - 117,566 acres
Woodlands - 260,116 acres
Other Lands - 19,878 acres

Preventing the Spread of Noxious Weeds
Conservation Districts implement measures to reduce the spread of invasive
populations and help implement weed control projects.
The district has completed the following:

The District cooperates with the La Plata County Weed Board in
providing the latest information and weed management practices to
control the spread and infestation of noxious weeds on public and
private lands. The District also helps the Weed Board produce and
distribute brochures of Priority and Enforceable Weeds in La Plata
County to landowners for identification and education on noxious weed
control. During 2011, a District supervisor will join the county Weed
Board to continue mutual cooperation on behalf of land owners.

