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Jefferson
Conservation District
Jefferson Conservation
District Office
JeffersonConservationDistrict@gmail
.com
Denver Federal Center
Building 56, Rm 2604
PO Box 25426
Denver, CO 80225-0426
Telephone 720.544.2870

Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of Month
at 4 pm.

Mission Statement
To provide leadership in a
partnership effort to help
people conserve,
maintain, and improve our
natural resources and
environment

Addressing Local Concerns
Districts generate funding through local, state, and federal sources. Local citizens elect the
District board to identify and address local natural resource issues. The board involves locals
and experts to help develop strategic plans. The district holds open monthly meetings,
publications, events, presentations to communicate with district partners and residents
about district services, good conservation practices and financial/technical services.
This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:
Jefferson County is nestled between the Mile High City of Denver and the magnificent Rocky Mountains. Known as the Gateway to the Rockies, Jefferson
County has a tremendous uniqueness about it. It is on the far western edge of the metropolitan area. It literally straddles the foothills.. The geologic formations
that seemingly separate the plains from the mountains make for picture perfect scenery but pose diverse and difficult natural resource issues.
Less than 150 years ago, pioneers were mining, farming, and ranching, transporting fuel, minerals, and food to the urban centers, laying tracks for both
streetcars and railroads, building one room school houses, discovering and securing safe and clean water for residents, and developing communities that would
sustain the challenges of nature, topography, and time.
Today, subdivisions and shopping malls have replaced homesteads and truck farms. We diligently balance urban land-use that is complimentary to the rugged
character of the land and the natural resources unique to this part of the State. Our soil, water, and forests require our immediate attention with recovery from
droughts, wildland fire, inappropriate land use, and disease.
The challenge for the district is to work with and foster communities that will be sustainable and meet the needs of a maturing and expanding population.

Fostering Sound Range Management
Ensuring sound range management for future generations is important to conserve
natural resources and improve production as well as enhance wildlife habitat.
This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:
Grazing lands supply us with multiple products: food, fiber, fishing, hunting, sightseeing,
minerals, timber, and water. If managed properly, rangelands are a renewable and sustainable
resource that supply us with food and fiber.
There are 46,000 acres of rangeland remaining in the district. These lands are primarily used
for livestock grazing and wildlife. They are under pressure from developers to convert these
lands to urban development.
The district helps landowners, land managers and elected officials with developing and
implementing comprehensive weed management plans, prescribed grazing systems,
coordinated resource management plans, and vegetation management plans.

Preventing Soil Erosion
Preventing erosion preserves soil producitivity long term for agriculture, production,
and other uses on rural lands. It also provides improved stream flows, decreases
sedimentation, and improves overall water quality. Some common practices that help
producers prevent soil erosion and build soil quality include no till, minimum tillage and
cover cropping.
This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:
Our soil requires our immediate attention with recovery from droughts, wildland fire, and inappropriate land use. In simple terms, erosion is the process
where soil particles are dislodged or detached and put in motion. Sedimentation is the process whereby the detached soil particles are deposited
elsewhere on the land or in our lakes, streams and wetlands. Together, the two processes impact our lives in many ways.
Each year, billion of tons of sediment pollute the rivers of this country and billions of dollars are spent to correct the effects of erosion and sediment.
Damage from erosion and sediment affect everyone. Erosion and sediment result in:
• loss of fertile top soil
• clogged ditches, culverts, and storm sewers that increase flooding
• muddy or turbid streams that damage plant and animal life
• filled-in ponds, lakes, and reservoirs
• structural damage to buildings, roads, and other structures.
The District has made progress to understand and reduce erosion through new technologies, education, and sustainable land use. However, the
pressures of increased population on land use continually create new and additional soil erosion problems. The District continues to identify and develop
new or improved practices/systems for successfully combating soil erosion and to help landowners, land managers, and elected officials reduce erosion.

Protecting Water Quality and Quantity
The District provides assistance to managers, landowners, and residents with
conservation practices and management tools to protect near stream areas. In
addition, they work together on reducing the movement of chemicals and nutrients
to streams in sedimentation or runoff. These efforts help stabilize streambanks and
protect water bodies from impacts.
This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:
Pollutants from a variety of activities on the land can seep into the ground and move toward
a wellhead or surface water source of drinking water and become a water quality issue.
Many human activities can negatively affect local water quality if not managed properly.

Major economy:
Top employers in the county include:
Lockheed Martin
Coors Brewing Company
Exempla Lutheran Hospital

Points of Interest:
Red Rocks Park
Golden Gate & Chatfield State Parks
Colorado School of Mines
National Renewable Energy Lab

The Conservation District
was established
on June 11, 1942. The District includes most of
the non-federal land within Jefferson County.
Small areas of Denver and Clear Creek counties
were also included. The original District covered
157,000; five additions have increased the area to
the present 322,139 acres.

Land Ownership:
The District spans parts of three
National Forests and has over 280
square miles of parks and open space.
About 25% of the county is urbanized.

Land Use:
Agricultural Land: There are only 5,000 acres of cropland left in the District.
These are generally small tracts of land used for grass hay and/or pasture
production and scattered throughout the District. They are a mixture of irrigated
and non-irrigated pieces of infill land that has not yet been developed.
Forest Land: Just over half (253,450 acres) of the Jefferson Conservation
District is in mountainous forested areas The District spans parts of three
National Forests. The Buffalo Creek, High Meadows and Hayman Fires burned
over 170,000 acres and hundreds of homes in Jefferson and surrounding
counties. Forest concerns are beetle kill, defensible space, fire mitigation
awareness of land owners, trees that have been stressed due to drought,
mistletoe in Ponderosa Pine and noxious weed control.
Rangeland: There are 46,000 acres of rangeland remaining in the district.
These lands are used for livestock grazing and wildlife. They are under pressure
from developers to convert these lands to urban development.
Urban, Recreation and other Lands: Until the end of World War II, agriculture
was a major source of income and land use. Today, most farms and ranches
have been taken out of agriculture and are mainly being used for urban uses.
Open Space lands are mostly used for passive recreation and wildlife.

Taking too much water from a source of water, such as a surface water body or aquifer, can
mean that the water source is stressed. This may develop into to a water quantity issue
should more water be taken from a source than can be naturally replenished. The district
helps protect water quality and quantity by:
• Working with local governments, agencies, organizations and landowners on water
conservation.
• Providing educational materials to all stakeholders on water conservation.
• Reducing wildland fire risks and post-fire sedimentation
• Developing urban farming and landscaping water conservation programs
• Incorporating solutions into land use decisions

Preventing the Spread of Noxious Weeds
Conservation Districts implement measures to reduce the spread of invasive
populations and help implement weed control projects.
The district has completed the following:
Maintaining or restoring land health is one of the District’s highest priorities.
Among the obstacles to maintaining healthy lands and restoring impaired
ecosystems are noxious and invasive weeds. These plants dominate many
areas, can cause long term damage to native plant communities, and degrade
natural resources.
Many of Jefferson County’s noxious and invasive weeds came from regions with
comparable climates in eastern Europe and western and central Asia. They were
introduced through human activity, both accidentally and intentionally.
Cheatgrass is believed to have come to the west as a wheat seed contaminant.
Purple loosestrife was planted in gardens for its pretty purple flowers. In the
intervening years, they have become noxious and invasive weeds.
Prevention is the cheapest and most effective noxious and invasive weed
treatment. The District provides educational materials on the identification of
noxious weeds. Purple loosestrife and Dalmatian toadflax were imported into the
U.S. as garden flowers. The District educates urban gardeners about invasive
ornamentals. The District also provides landowners with detection and treatment
resources for a wide variety of noxious weeds.

