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Addressing Local Concerns
Districts generate funding through local, state, and federal sources. Local citizens elect the
District board to identify and address local natural resource issues. The board involves locals
and experts to help develop strategic plans. The district holds open monthly meetings,
publications, events, presentations to communicate with district partners and residents
about district services, good conservation practices and financial/technical services.
This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

Monthly Meetings
2nd Tuesday of each
month

Mission Statement
South Side Conservation
District's mission is to
encourage practices on
public and private lands
which will insure its
present and future
contribution to our
economy and the the
preservation and
conservation of natural
resources.

The South Side Conservation District works closely with our partners, Natural
Resources Conservation Service and Garfield County to offer many programs
to benefit our landowners. Each year we offer: Annual Ag Day, $500 Teachers
Grant, Small Acreage Landowner Workshop, Annual Dinner Meeting, Noxious
Weed Cost Share Program, Adopt a Classroom, Quarterly Newsletters,
Reseeding Grant and other programs and activities when requested.

Fostering Sound Range Management
Ensuring sound range management for future generations is important to conserve
natural resources and improve production as well as enhance wildlife habitat.
This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

continuing the cost share program through Encana Gas Company to
revegetate range and pasture land. This program addresses resource
problems due to drought, over grazing or mechanical disturbances.
Range and pastures must be planted with permanent cover to increase
desirable plant species. The District also encourages landowners to
participate in EQIP and WHIP programs.

Preventing Soil Erosion
Preventing erosion preserves soil producitivity long term for agriculture, production,
and other uses on rural lands. It also provides improved stream flows, decreases
sedimentation, and improves overall water quality. Some common practices that help
producers prevent soil erosion and build soil quality include no till, minimum tillage and
cover cropping.
This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

South Side Conservation District partners with Colorado State Forest
Service in selling conservation trees that help reduce and prevent soil
erosion. We provide soil surveys to producers, developers and local
government to help them in land management decisions. We also provide
cost share programs promoting noxious weed management and a
reseeding grant.

Protecting Water Quality and Quantity
The District provides assistance to managers, landowners, and residents with
conservation practices and management tools to protect near stream areas. In
addition, they work together on reducing the movement of chemicals and nutrients
to streams in sedimentation or runoff. These efforts help stabilize streambanks and
protect water bodies from impacts.
This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

Major economy:
Oil and gas development,
ranching and recreation

South Side Conservation District has its own unique resource problems
with water quality and quantity. We are located south of the Colorado
River with very silty irrigation water, which prevents or hinders sprinkler
irrigation systems. Each year we encourage cost share programs that
address those issues. We continue to campaign for programs and
funding that will consider the lack of irrigation water and poor water
quality in our District.
The gas development in our District also increases the concern of our
water quality within the South Side Conservation District.

Points of Interest:
Mamm Peak, elk and deer
hunting, Garfield Creek
Wildlife Area

The Conservation District
was established
August 4, 1953.

Land Ownership:
Private 115,648 acres
Public 125,352 acres

Land Use:
Irrigated crop land 3,060 ac
Non-irrigated cropland 5,050 ac
Irrigated pasture & hayland 26,500 ac
Non-irrigated pasture & hayland
5,240
Rangeland 114,708 ac
Woodland 1,700 ac
Wildlife land 3,911
Recreation and urban land 820 ac

Preventing the Spread of Noxious Weeds
Conservation Districts implement measures to reduce the spread of invasive
populations and help implement weed control projects.
The district has completed the following:

South Side Conservation District has managed and participated in the
Garfield County Noxious Weed Cost Share Program for ten years.
2009 was the most successful year to date. We have recently
partnered with Garfield County to treat the Tamarisk on Mamm Creek.
This will be a three year program starting in 2010.
We hold noxious weed meetings yearly, addressing invasion of new
weed species, the possible toxic effect on livestock and treatment
methods.
The District provides newsletters, publications and other media to
landowners to help educate them on noxious weeds.

