
How to Improve Your Fuel Economy 
Excerpted from Consumer Reports 

 
• Drive Less! 

o Just 10 miles per vehicle per week adds up to over 2.7 Million fewer miles 
traveled per year. 

 
• Keep your vehicle maintained 

o A dirty air filter = up to 20% fewer miles per gallon 
 

• Keep tires properly inflated 
o One tire under inflated by 20% (8psi) can cost more than ½ mile per gallon. 

 
• If possible, alter your commute time 

o Try arriving earlier or leaving later if allowed 
 

• Optimize your travel:  consolidate trips 
 

• Lighten your Load 
o Every 250 lbs = 1 mile per gallon.  If you don’t need to carry something, 

consider leaving it off the vehicle 
 

• Reduce drag 
o Remove racks if no longer needed. ½ of a vehicle’s energy is expended 

overcoming wind resistance. 
 

• Buy gas during the coolest times of the day. 
 

• Use the right octane for your car. 
 

• Don’t top off your tank, it contributes to ground ozone. 
 

• Be sure your gas cap is tight. 
o Improperly seated caps waste 147 million gallons of gas per year. 

 
• Drive at a constant moderate speed. 

o Accelerate slowly and brake over a longer distance.   
 

• If equipped, use cruise control 
 

 Don’t idle. 
o Restarting the engine is the same as idling for only 8 seconds 

 
 Keep your cool 

o A/C uses about 1 mpg.  Opening the windows did not improve mileage. 
 
If you’d like more information, please call 303-866-XXXX 


