
 
 
Colorado’s dairy farm families work hard every day to bring the public fresh, great-tasting, 
wholesome milk products. As active members of their communities, Colorado’s farm families take 
pride in maintaining our natural resources. That means preserving the land where they live and 
work, protecting the air and water they share with neighbors and providing the best care for their 
cows—the lifeblood of their business. 
 
Milk and dairy products undergo numerous safety, quality and sanitation checks, making them 
among the most highly regulated and safest foods in the United States. 
 
Economics & Rankings 
Dairy farm production is Colorado’s second largest agricultural business, according to the Colorado 
Department of Agriculture. Approximately 115,000 dairy cows reside on 150 licensed dairy farms 
producing approximately $300 million worth of milk per year. Nationally, Colorado ranks: 

• 1st in milk produced per cow (average of 2700 gallons per cow annually) 
• 15th in total milk production 

 
An important contributor to Colorado’s economy, milk production generates approximately 8,000 
jobs in the state—only a portion of them on the farm—and is responsible for generating more than 
$1 billion into the economy. The work needed to support the industry could employ entire 
populations of several of Weld County’s fast-growing towns, such as Ault, Dacono and Eaton 
combined. 
 

For more information about the dairy industry, contact these organizations: 
 
For more information on dairy products, nutrition, food safety or consumer questions: 
 
Western Dairy Association 
Hilary Parker, Director of Public Relations and Communications 
Cindy Haren, Chief Executive Officer 
303-451-7711 
www.westerndairyassociation.org  
 
For more information on dairy market access and the dairy cooperative: 
 
Dairy Farmers of America, Mountain Area Council 
Greg Yando, Chief Operating Officer 
720-356-3100 
www.dfamilk.com 
 

  


