
M I N U T E S 
 

Pesticide Advisory Committee 
October 29, 2007  

 
 

Present:  Leonard Felix, Kelly Gouge, Gordon Hankins, Eric Jessen, Byron Kunugi, 
Hal Pearce, Robert Talley, Larry Walker, and Richard Dykstra, Angela Medbery, Tara 
Steinke, Claude Oleyar, Sandra McDonald, Nancy Bolar, Lulu Volckhausen, Dale 
Tanda of the Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment, Dave Joeris, and 
Mitch Yergert, Steve Blunt, Laura Quakenbush, John Scott and Dalia Hernandez of the 
Colorado Department of Agriculture (CDA). 
 
Leonard Felix called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Colorado Department of Agriculture personnel updates:  John announced that Nancie 
Olson has retired and her position wouldn’t be filled until the spring for training 
purposes. Nick Brechun took a position with ICS and Jim Wynn, CDA Private 
Applicator Inspector, has moved back to California. Jeannine Coppage retired after 25 
years of service and Dalia Hernandez has filled her position.   
 
Adequate Supervision Clarification:   
 
Adequate supervision by qualified supervisors needs to be clarified. Under the current 
Rule, there is no mandate for a specific ratio of qualified supervisors to technicians.  
CDA’s recommendation is to have one QS for every 10 technicians so long as at least 3 
hold certified operator licenses.  After some discussion Kelly Gouge stated that 12-15 
technicians to each QS was a more reasonable ratio. The members were asked to 
submit ratio numbers they found acceptable with there reasoning’s to John Scott by 
December 21st, 2007.  
 
Notification Requirements in Multi-Family Residential Areas: 
 
CDA proposed that the Turf & Ornamental applicators post notification for multi-
housing units by posting the written information in a common area when there is no on-
site management. After some discussion on other ways and areas to provide this written 
information, community posting boards and common area’s seemed to be the best 
location. 
 
Various typos in the Rules: Corrections were made to the following… 
 
2.36 Currently states “the Commissioner may waive part of the experience 
retirements…” The Rule should read, ““the Commissioner may waive part of the 
experience requirements”.  



 
2.50 Currently states “Licenses issued by the Environmental Protection Agency prior to 
January 1, 2006 cannot be renewed.” The rule should read, “Licenses issued by the 
Environmental Protection Agency prior to January 1, 2007 cannot be renewed.” 
 
In promulgating Rule 8.04(f) CDA inadvertently omitted the words “new hire.” These 
words are necessary to clarify that the required technician training hours outlined in 
8.04(f)(1-4) apply to a “new hire” experienced technician, as defined in Part 5, Rule 
5.1 (b)(1).  
 
Pesticide Use Survey Update:  CDA and CSU sent out the surveys again for 2008, due 
to a poor response in 2007. Sandra McDonald reported that as of October, she still 
hadn’t received many returned surveys. Last year users were having problems using the 
website. For 2008 it was updated to make it more user friendly and easier to find. 
People were more than welcome to call her and request a hard copy of the survey.  
 
Pesticide Registration and Endangered Species Update:  Laura Quakenbush stated that 
EPA is continuing their Endangered Species Protection Program and making available 
ES bulletins, which can be downloaded from EPA’s website.  
 
Broken Pesticide Bags: Laura Quakenbush recently conducted a survey to determine 
how other states handle these situations. Some discussion took place on whether taping 
was an acceptable procedure. Taping, along with re-bagging were deemed acceptable 
for some states, however, labels must be fully visible. CDA is reviewing its policy on 
broken pesticide products contained in bags (i.e. Weed-n-feed).  
 
Enforcement Update:  Steve Blunt, Enforcement Specialist, provided an overview of 
enforcement cases in FY 2007.  
 
Private Applicator Program Update:  Laura Pottorff reported that since CDA assumed 
responsibility for the private applicator program from EPA on January 1, 2007, there 
have been 949 private licenses issued. There have been 3417 total QS and CO licenses 
issued during the fiscal year of Oct 2006 – Sept 2007. 425 of those were newly certified 
individual CO and QS applicants, while 674 were recertifications.  
 
Certification & Training Update:  After reviewing the QS exam results, John Scott 
raised the idea of breaking the Qualified Supervisors general core exam into two 
exams. One 25 question exam comprised of the Laws and Regulations, the second 
would be 100 questions of the required general core information.  A Qualified 
Supervisor would have to pass both sections to pass the general core exam. This would 
help with reciprocity issues in the future also.  
 
Paonia Mosquito District Issue:  Eric Jesson initiated the discussion of the Paonia 
Mosquito district. He offered a four step program to assure that pesticide handlers are 



aware of their responsibilities and to establish a record trail of planning and training. 
The four steps included education, reporting, integrated pest management plan & 
record of pesticide use. Dale Tanda of the Colorado Department of Public Health stated 
that his department does and has offered educational information to the Paonia District. 
The CDA had no jurisdiction to enforce these options, more thought and discussion will 
be given to this topic to find possible solutions. 
 
The next meeting of the PAC will be Monday, January 28, 2008. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 
 
 


