
 
 

Inside Ag 
April 2, 2008 

 
What is Nursery Stock and do You need to Register? 

 
 
The Colorado Department of Agriculture 
(CDA) administers the Colorado Nursery Act. 
It is a law that requires that anyone selling, or 
offering to sell, any nursery stock must first 
obtain a valid nursery registration. Nursery 
stock is defined as woody stock, like trees 
and shrubs, as well as turf grass.  It does 
include herbaceous annuals and biennials like 
garden plants and other bedding plants.  CDA 
staff regularly visits retailer and wholesale 
sites where nursery stock is being sold or 
held to assure compliance with the law 
subservient rules and regulations. 
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The purpose of the Nursery Act is to ensure 
that the stock is essentially free of insects and 
diseases at the time of sale.  It must also be 

in compliance with the size and grade specifications contained in the rules and regulations for th
nursery law.  For instance, there are separate minimum requirements for size of the root balls for 
nursery-grown plants and for nursery stock collected from native environments.  Some of these 
size requirements are different under Colorado law, when compared to some other state 
regulations. 
 
All aspects of the nursery industry are involved in this law.  That includes anyone selling nursery 
stock such as garden shops, discount retailers, and grocery stores.  It also includes landscape 
contractors providing nursery stock in their installations.  Furthermore, anyone that collects 
nursery stock from native stands with the intention to sell the trees and shrubs are required to 
register.  Anyone involved at as a retailer or wholesaler must obtain a registration.  No tests or 
exams are required.  
 
The cost is $80 per year.  Each location where nursery stock is being sold must have a separate 
registration.  The registration expires on December 31st and is renewable without a penalty by 
March 1st of the following year.  A penalty of $80 is assessed if renewal applications are received 
after March 1st.   A new provision, as of 2006, requires that sole proprietors need to prove legal 
residency in the United States in order to obtain a registration.  Usually this requirement is 
satisfied by providing a valid Colorado driver’s license number on a separate form that is mailed 
out with the renewal application.  The residency requirement does not apply to corporations, 
partnerships or limited liability corporations, or any other multi-person entity.  Please call Jerry 
Cochran at 303-239-4153 or email him at jerry.cochran@ag.state.co.us for more information. 
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