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Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah and 
Wyoming. (www.interwest.org)
National Association of Energy Service •	
Companies (NAESCO) promotes efficiency 
as the first priority in a portfolio of economic 
and environmentally sustainable energy 
resources and to encourage customers and 
public officials to think energy efficiency first 
when they are making energy resource pro-
curement or energy policy choices. (www.
naesco.org)
National Electrical Manufacturing As-•	
sociation (NEMA) was created in the fall 
of 1926 by the merger of the Electric Power 

Club and the Associated Manufacturers 
of Electrical Supplies, provides a forum for 
the standardization of electrical equipment, 
enabling consumers to select from a range 
of safe, effective, and compatible electrical 
products. The organization has also made 
numerous contributions to the electrical 
industry by shaping public policy develop-
ment and operating as a central confidential 
agency for gathering, compiling, and analyz-
ing market statistics and economics. (www.
nema.org)
Northern Colorado Clean Energy Cluster•	  
is a business-led, project-oriented group 

of regional partners seeking to have a 
global impact. Through mass collaboration, 
the Cluster intends to position Northern 
Colorado as the “Go To” region for smart grid 
technologies, renewable energy and energy 
efficiency, and cleaner and more efficient 
engines. (www.nccleanenergy.com)
Eighth Continent Project•	  is a new initiative 
of the Colorado School of Mines. Eighth 
Continent provides the infrastructure and 
resources to solve a wide range of challeng-
es from renewable energy development to 
biomedical advances to global security.Note 
– I took out the references to aerospace, 
even though that is 8th Continent’s big push, 
so that entrepreneurs considering the clean 
energy industry will know that this contact is 
relevant. (www.8cproject.com)

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

OPPORTUNITIES
Information Technology isn’t just consid-

ered software and hardware any more.  The 
field now encompasses the Internet, voice, 
data, video, wireless, networking, software 
development, GIS, gaming, e-commerce, 
etc.  An enormous amount of services and 
infrastructures literally support every type 
of business there is.  Whatever your small 
business is, technology touches us all. In ad-
dition, Colorado ranks second in the nation 
of having the “highest concentration of tech 
workers.” (AeANet)  

REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT
The U.S. federal government implemented 

The Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 which impacts 
every company and every IT entity within these 
companies.  The Sarbanes-Oxley Act or (SOX) 
was “designed to target fraud, after a series of 
corporate scandals at Enron, WorldCom, and 
other major corporations.” (Inc.com)

Resources
AICPA – The Center for Audit Qual-•	
ity (http://thecaq.aicpa.org/Resources/
Sarbanes+Oxley/)
SBA – Office of Advocacy•	  (http://www.
sba.gov/advo/laws/comments/sarbanes_ox-
ley.html)
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The Sarbanes-Oxley Act Community •	
Forum (http://www.sarbanes-oxley-forum.
com/)
Smallbiztrends.com•	  (http://www.smallbiz-
trends.com/2006/03/the-time-has-come-to-
reform-sarbanes-oxley.html)
Microsoft Small Business Center•	  (http://
www.microsoft.com/smallbusiness/resourc-
es/finance/legal-expenses/small-companies-
paying-big-for-the-sins-of-enron.aspx)

INDUSTRY-SPECIFIC LICENSES AND 
CERTIFICATIONS

IT Certifications range from Microsoft Office 
Applications to Wireless Networking.  

Microsoft Office Applications
Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS)•	

Core IT Skills
CompTIA A+•	
CompTIA Network+•	
CompTIA Linux+•	
Microsoft Certified Professional (MCP)•	

Internet and Web Design
Master Certified Internet Webmaster (CIW) •	
Designer
Certified Internet Webmaster (CIW) Associ-•	
ate
CompTIA i-Net •	

Database Design and Administration 
Oracle Database 10g Certified Professional •	
Database Administrator (OCP DBA)
Oracle Database 10g Certified Associate •	
(OCA)
Oracle9i Certified Professional Database •	
Administrator (OCP DBA)
Oracle 9i Certified Associate (OCA)•	
Microsoft Certified Database Administrator •	
(MCDBA)

IT Engineering 
Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer •	
(MCSE)
Microsoft Certified Systems Administrator •	
(MCSA)
Microsoft Certified Desktop Support Techni-•	
cian (MCDST)

IT Security
CompTIA Security +•	
Certified Information Systems Security Pro-•	
fessional (CISSP)
Microsoft Certified Systems Administrator - •	
Security (MCSA-S)
SANS Institute•	

Network Design and Engineering
Cisco Certified Network Professional (CCNP)•	

Software Development
Microsoft Certified Solution Developer for •	
MS .NET (MCSD .NET)
Microsoft Certified Application Developer •	
(MCAD)
Sun Certified Java Programmer (SCJP)•	

Wireless Networking
Certified Wireless Network Associate •	
(CWNA)

Certification Web Sites
Microsoft Certifications•	   
(http://www.microsoft.com/learning/mcp/
certifications.mspx)
CompTIA Certifications•	   
(http://certification.comptia.org/)
Certified Internet Web Certifications•	  
(http://www.ciwcertified.com/certifications/
mcd.asp)
Oracle Certifications•	  (http://educa-
tion.oracle.com/pls/web_prod-plq-dad/
db_pages.getpage?page_id=14&p_org_
id=1001&lang=US)
(ISC)2 – International Information Sys-•	
tems Security Certification Consortium, 
Inc. (https://www.isc2.org/cgi-bin/content.
cgi?category=7)
Certified Information Systems Security •	
Professionals  
(http://www.cissp.com/Exam/exam.asp)
SANS Institute•	  (http://www.sans.org/
sans2008/?utm_source=web&utm_
medium=banner&utm_content=featured_
event_large_fe,_index,_sans08&utm_
campaign=SANS_2008&ref=21469)
Bicsi•	  (http://www.bicsi.org/Content/Files/
PDF/PDC_July%202007.pdf)
Cisco Certifications•	   (http://www.cisco.

com/web/learning/le3/learning_certifica-
tion_overview.html)
Sun (JAVA) Certifications•	   
(http://www.sun.com/training/certification/
java/index.xml)
Linux Certifications•	  (http://www.lpi.org/en/
lpi/english/certification)
Red Hat Certifications•	  (https://www.red-
hat.com/certification/)
Project Management Professional Certi-•	
fications (http://www.pmi.org/CareerDevel-
opment/Pages/Obtaining-Credential.aspx)
Novell Netware Certifications•	  (http://
www.novell.com/training/certinfo/)
VMWare Certifications•	  (http://mylearn.
vmware.com/portals/certification/)

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
Colorado Office of Economic Develop-•	
ment and International Trade (www.
advancecoloardo.com)
MetroDenver Economic Development •	
Corporation (http://www.metrodenver.org)
American Electronics Association Moun-•	
tain States Council (http://www.aeanet.
org/AeACouncils/MTCouncilStart.asp)
Association of Information Technology •	
Professionals – Mile High Chapter (http://
www.denveraitp.org/)
Colorado Game Developers Association•	  
(http://coloradogamedev.org/)
Colorado Information Management As-•	
sociation (http://www.state.co.us/cima/)
Colorado Software and Internet Associa-•	
tion (http://www.csiaonline.com/)
IEEE – Rocky Mountain Region•	  (http://
www.ieee-denver.org/)
 Information Systems Audit and Control •	
Association (ISACA) – Denver Chapter 
(http://www.isaca-denver.org/)
Information Systems Security Associa-•	
tion (ISSA) – Denver Chapter (http://
www.issa-denver.org/)
Rocky Mountain Information Manage-•	
ment Association (RMIMA) (http://www.
rmima.org/)
Storage Networking User Groups •	
(SNUGs) – Colorado Front Range (http://
www.storagenetworking.org/User_Groups/
snug_profile.asp?id=145)
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Colorado SBDC Business Hotline
(303) 592-5920
www.advancecolorado.com

Colorado Department of 
Personnel-and Administration
Division of Purchasing
(303) 866-6100
www.gssa.state.co.us
(303) 866-6104

Colorado Department of
Agriculture
Division of Markets
(303) 239-4114
www.ag.state.co.us

Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment
Air Quality Pollution Control Division
(303) 692-3100
www.cdphe.state.co.us/ap

Consumer Protection Division
(303) 692-3620
www.cdphe.state.co.us/cp

Hazardous Materials & Waste
Management Division
(303) 692-3300
www.cdphe.state.co.us/hm/

Water Quality Control Division
(303) 692-3500
www.cdphe.state.co.us/wq/

Colorado Department of Labor & 
Employment
Labor Market Information
(303) 318-8850
www.coworkforce.com/lab/

Labor Standards Office
(303) 318-8441
www.coworkforce.com/lab/

Unemployment Insurance
(To file for benefits)
(303) 318-9000
www.coworkforce.com/uib

Division of Workers’ Compensation
(303) 318-8700
www.coworkforce.com/dwc/

Colorado Department of Local 
Affairs
Enterprise Zones
(303) 892-3840
www.advancecolorado.com

Local Demographics
(303) 866-4147
www.dola.state.co.us/demog

Colorado Department of 
Revenue
Forms and Publications
(303) 238-FAST (3278)

Sales Tax License and 
Exemption
Certificate Verification
(303) 238-FAST (3278)

Sales Tax Rates
(303) 238-FAST (3278)

Tax Information
(303) 238-SERV (7378)
www.taxcolorado.com

Colorado Department of 
Transportation
Business Program Office
(303) 757-9234
or 1-800-925-3427

Secretary of State
Corporations Section/ Uniform 
Commercial Code
(303) 894-2200
www.sos.state.co.us

Internal Revenue Service
Tax Information/Forms and Publications
1-800-829-1040
www.irs.gov

Colorado Office of Economic 
Development and International 
Trade
(303) 892-3840
www.advancecolorado.com

Colorado Office of Certification
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
Certification
(303) 512-4140
www.dot.state.co.us/EEO/CERTIFICATION/
ocindex.htm

U.S. Small Business 
Administration
(303) 844-2607
www.sba.gov

U.S. Department of Commerce - 
Census Bureau
(303) 264-0202 or 1-800-852-6159
www.census.gov

U.S. Department of Labor & 
Employment
Division of Labor Management
Standards
(303) 318-8441
www.dol.gov

Wage & Hour Division
(720) 264-3250
www.dol.gov

State Government Directory
(303) 866-5000
www.colorado.gov

Federal Government Directory
1-800-688-9889




