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Dear Friend_of_Ag, March 5, 2008

The Colorado 
Department of 
Agriculture is proud 
to serve you 
through seven 
divisions:

Animal Industry 
(303) 239-4161

Brand Inspection Board 
(303) 294-0895

Colorado State Fair 
(719) 561-8484

Commissioner's Office 
(303) 239-4100 

 
Conservation Services 

(303) 239-5770 
 

Inspection & 
Consumer Services 

(303) 477-0076 
 

Markets 
(303) 239-4114 

 
Plant Industry 

(303) 239-4140

In This Issue

●     

From the Commissioner
●     

Governor Ritter Honors CDA's Consumer Protection 
Efforts - March 1-7, 2008 -Colorado Weights and 
Measures Week
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●     

Tax-Time is an Opportunity to Fight Colorado Pet 
Overpopulation

●     

Water Officials meet to Discuss Republican River 
Compact Compliance

●     
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Workshops Help Colorado Agriculture Producers 
Diversify
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Exporting your plant products out of the country? 
Growing season inspections may be required. 
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Ag Commission Rule 
Hearings

Department 
Legislative Items

"Meeting Colorado's 
Future Water Supply 

Needs" 
presented by Colorado 

Agricultural Water 
Alliance (697KB)

Bug of the Month

  Mecinus Janthinus

Recipe of the Month 

   
Lavender Crème 

Brulee

Wine expert comes to Colorado wine country. The 
Colorado Wine Industry Development Board welcomes 
new state enologist.

●     

Links from the Markets Division
●     

Fun Fact

Photo:  Governor Ritter discusses growing up on his 
family farm and the top ag issues today during the 2008 Governor's 
Forum on Colorado Agriculture.  
 

National Ag Week
March 16-22, 2008

 
From the Commissioner
     Colorado's 2007 agricultural exports totaled more than 
$1.39 billion making Colorado a key player on the global 
market.  We, as agricultural producers, are a part of 
something extraordinary; we provide an abundant and safe 
food supply for, not only our families, but for a growing 
world.   
     National Ag Week is a time to honor those folks who 
have dedicated their lives to a career that is so vital and 
noble.  Join me at the Capitol in Denver on Wednesday, 
March 19, as Colorado celebrates our abundant agriculture 
products and those who help secure Colorado's role in 
American agriculture.   
 
John R. Stulp
Commissioner of Agriculture
 
Agriculture:  Reasons to Celebrate
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Mark Your 
Calendars!

Aug. 22 - Sept. 1, 
2008 

in Pueblo 
Learn more

March Schedule of 
Events

Tickets Now on Sale

State Fair Board 
Meeting 

March 27, 2008 
1:00 p.m. in Pueblo, 

CO 
The meeting is open 

to the media and 
public.  

For more details, call 
(719) 561-8484.

Regional Animal 
AgroSecurity 
Conference

Governor Ritter Honors CDA's Consumer Protection 
Efforts
March 1-7, 2008 Colorado Weights and Measures Week
A program within the Colorado Department of Agriculture 
may not be widely known, but it affects almost every person 
in the state; Governor Ritter has honored those employees 
by proclaiming March 1-7 as Colorado's Weights and 
Measures Week.  Learn more

Logan County Woman Found Guilty of Animal Neglect
Cheryl Smith, of  Logan County, was found guilty on January 
25, 2008, of one count of animal neglect.  Learn more
 

Tax-Time is an Opportunity to Fight 
Colorado Pet Overpopulation
All across Colorado, people are gathering their 
important financial documents to do their part 
for Uncle Sam; while filling out tax forms, 
residents are reminded of how a little box can 
make a big difference in Colorado’s pet 

population.  Learn more  Download this flyer
 
Water Officials meet to Discuss Republican River 
Compact Compliance
Lead water and agriculture officials from the Colorado and 
Kansas met Jan. 28 in Topeka, Kan., to discuss compliance 
activities relevant to the Republican River Compact.  Learn 
more 

Easter Eggs
It’s that time of year again when eggs seem to hop right off 
the store shelves to become the Easter Bunny’s bounty!   
Historically, eggs were regarded as symbols of the renewal 
of life.  They were decorated to be given as gifts to celebrate 
springtime.  At one time, eating eggs during Lent was 
forbidden by the church and they were considered treats to 
be enjoyed again at Easter.   Learn more  
 
Workshops Help Colorado Agriculture Producers 
Diversify
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Become an Ag 

Ambassador today!
Ag Ambassadors 

educate Coloradans 
about the importance 
of agriculture in the 

state.
Learn more

Calendar of Events
 

You can include your 
agriculture event 

on CDA's calendar.  
Email the name of the 
event, date, location, 
contact information, 
and website to CDA 

Calendar.

Job Announcements

For current job 
announcements at 

CDA, Click here 
then, click on 

"Colorado Department 
of Agriculture" 

or call (303) 239-4108

The list is continually 
being updated, so 
remember to visit 

often.

From corn mazes and wineries to farm tours and ranch 
vacations, agritourism in Colorado and across the nation is 
gaining in popularity. In fact, in 2006 more than 13 million 
visitors experienced agritourism in Colorado, resulting in an 
economic contribution of $2.2 billion to Colorado’s 
economy.  Learn more 
 
Workshop Helps Colorado Food Companies Get Started
Colorado companies produce a variety of specialty food  
products ranging from sweet to savory. An educational 
workshop on Thursday, April 24, is designed to help food 
manufacturers market their locally made products. The 
workshop is from 8a.m. to 4p.m. at the Arapahoe/Douglas 
Works! Workforce Center, 14980 E. Alameda Parkway, 
Aurora, Colo. Learn more

Popular Duo added to Colorado 
State Fair Lineup
"Sugarland" will be bringing their chart-topping country 
music hits to the Colorado State Fair in 2008.  
This dynamic duo, Jennifer Nettles and Kristian Bush, first 
hit the charts with their Top Five single "Baby Girl."  Since 
then, it has been one accolade after another. Learn more
 
Exporting your plant products out of the country? 
Growing season inspections may be required.   
Since the start of the growing season is just around the 
corner, this is a good time to remind people about the 
process of certifying plant products being exported out of 
the United States.  Learn more
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In The Next Issue
-Nursery Registration

-CAPS Update
-Springtime & Fertilizer 

Use
-FDA BSE On-Farm 

Inspections
-Forum Recap

-Fun Fact
-CDA Latest News
-Plus Much More!

 

Chemigation Program Overview
The chemigation program was enacted in 1989 to protect 
ground water and surface water from agricultural chemicals 
such as fertilizer and pesticides that are applied through a 
closed irrigation system.  A closed irrigation system is 
defined as a pipe or conduit two inches or larger that is 
connected directly to any source of ground water or surface 
water used to irrigate agricultural or horticultural crops.  
Learn more 

2008 Governor's Forum on Colorado Agriculture a 
Success
About 300 people gathered on February 28, 2008, to discuss 
the future of Colorado's agriculture industry at the 
Governor's Forum on Colorado Agriculture.  Learn more

The Colorado Brand book is hot off the 
press!
Check out all of the brands across Colorado or see your own 
in print.  The 2007 Colorado Brand book is now available for 
only $30.  This book continues to be a piece of Colorado 
history.  It is printed every five years and offers a look at all 
of the brands owned in this state.  The books may be 
purchased from the Colorado Brand Office, 4701 Marion 
Street, Ste 201, Denver, CO 80216.    For more information 
on the 2007 Brand book and importance of branding, visit 
CDA’s Brands division or call (303) 294-0895.  
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Wine expert comes to Colorado wine 
country 

The Colorado Wine Industry Development 
Board welcomes new state enologist
Colorado State University has recently hired Stephen Menke, 
(seen in the photo) associate professor of enology, to serve 
as the state’s consulting enologist, or winemaker. Menke will 
work with Colorado vintners to find solutions to their 
winemaking problems, focusing primarily on research into 
the unique issues created by Colorado grapes and Colorado’s 
climate.  Learn more

Find Colorado Products Here!
 

Colorado Meat Directory
 

Colorado Proud Restaurant Guide
 

8 Great Reasons to Buy Local
 

Visit the Markets Division for more publications on Business 
Development Tools, International Information, Industry 

Contacts and Statistics

Fun Fact
In 2007, customers from 98 countries purchased food and 
agricultural products from Colorado companies, with Mexico, 
Canada and Japan representing the top three world 
markets.  For more statistics on Colorado’s 2007 agricultural 
exports, click here.
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the Department of Agriculture is to strengthen and advance Colorado's 

agriculture industry; ensure a safe, high quality, and sustainable food supply; and protect 
consumers, the environment, and natural resources.
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