Minutes from Dropout Prevention and Recovery Subcommittee
August 6, 2007

Pikes Peak Community College – Rampart Range Campus

Attendance:

Chair:


Kathy Callum

P-20 Members:
Richard Garcia, Jim Henderson, Adele Bravo, Bill Aragon
Invited Advisors:
Ricardo Martinez, Kathleen Kennedy, Maria Guajardo, Steve Dobo, Pat Trower, Sen. Nancy Spence, Rep. Cheri Jahn, State Board Member Elaine Gantz-Berman, Nina Lopez, Fred Franko
Meeting called to order at 2:20pm.

Chair Callum invited the subcommittee to offer suggestions to answer the questions provided by the Office of the Governor.  

Richard Garcia suggested that the word “retention” be added to the title of the subcommittee.  After some discussion, the group agreed to support the recommendation.
Thereafter the conversation turned to policies that might create incentives for institutions to retain students.  The group argued that incentive-oriented legislation would be more effective than compliance-oriented legislation.  The following options were proposed:

1. PPOR Reimbursement based on average daily attendance

2. PPOR reimbursement on two separate count days, one in fall and one in spring.
3. PPOR reimbursement based upon completed courses.

A guest of the subcommittee meeting, Tim Holt, suggested that expectations of completion are not present in most of our schools and that the State should try to establish a “core of expectations” in our schools.  Kitty Kennedy of the Pueblo City Schools Board discussed how dropout prevention was a principal theme behind a recent education summit in Pueblo; this was an opportunity to showcase what works.  
The subcommittee then turned its attention to whether the State should submit a proposal to host a conference on dropout prevention and recovery pursuant to the RFP from America’s Promise.  The question was raised as to whether such a conference would be a benefit or a distraction.  All agreed that it would be a benefit, and therefore Chair Callum and Matt Gianneschi, advisor to the Governor, agreed to write and submit a proposal.

Finally, the group turned its attention to policies that could impact dropout prevention and recovery.  Ideas for such legislation included the following:

1. Allowing parents more paid time off to visit their students in school.
2. Requiring letters addressed to parents regarding their student’s attendance.

3. Encouraging students to do more with their education.

4. Creation more personal relationships with adults in school.

State Board of Education member Elaine Gantz-Berman asked whether a presentation of best practices could be given at the next subcommittee meeting in order to “jump-start” the group’s conversations.  

Before closing, the group decided to meet again on the following dates:


Tuesday, August 21, 2007, 1:00p – 5:00p (FRCC)


Tuesday, August 28, 2007, 1:00p – 5:00p (Piton Foundation)


Tuesday, September 4, 1:00p – 5:00p (Denver Chamber of Commerce)


Tuesday, September 11, 1:00p – 5:00p (UCCS)

Meeting adjourned at 3:20pm. 

Minutes prepared by Matt Gianneschi on Monday, August 13, 2007.
