[image: image1.png]



Blue Ribbon Commission on Health Care Reform

Meeting Summary
November 13, 2006

Meeting Participants:
Commissioners

Clarke D. Becker,   

Executive Director, Colorado Rural Development Council

R. Allan Jensen
Independent Life and Health Insurance Broker 

Joan M. Weber
Benefits Risk Manager, City of Englewood

David F. Rivera
Commissioner of Insurance, State of Colorado

Lisa M. Esgar
Sr. Director, Operations & Finance, Department of Health Care Policy & Financing, State of Colorado
Erik Ammidown 

Director Health & Disability Benefits, Qwest Communications

Elisabeth Arenales, Esq.
Healthcare Program Director, Colorado Center on Law & Policy

Donna Marshall, MBA
Executive Director, Colorado Business Group on Health

Arnold Salazar

Colorado Behavioral Health Care Council

Mark Wallace, MD, MPH
Founder, Northern Colorado Health Alliance

Barbara Yondorf
Senior Program Officer, Rose Community Foundation

Julia Greene 

Director, Health Systems Colorado

Grant Jones
Executive Director, Center for African American Health

Mark B. Simon
Disability Advocate

Daniel Stenersen
President & CEO, Shalom Park

Steven J. Summer
President & CEO, Colorado Hospital Association

Steve ErkenBrack
Chair, Health Care Committee, Club 20

William N. Lindsay III, CLU, CEBS, RPA
President, Benefits Group, Lockton Companies of Colorado, Inc.

Ralph Pollock
Chair, Business Committee on Health Care, CACI

Christy Blakely
Director, Family Voices

Linda Gorman

Director, Health Policy Center, Independence Institute

Pam Nicholson

Sr. Vice President, Advocacy and Community Partnerships, Centura Health 
Commissioners Absent:

Carrie A. Besnette, Ph.D.

Vice President, The Daniels Fund

David A. Downs, Jr., M.D.

Staff:

Anita Wesley

Project Coordinator

Sarah Schulte
Technical Advisor

Tracy Johnson
Technical Advisor

John Ehrman
Facilitator

Chris Adams
Facilitator
Overview of Key Points and Decisions:

· Speaker Andrew Romanoff and Rep. Anne McGihon addressed the Commission, highlighting the opportunity before Commissioners to make a substantial contribution to health care reform in Colorado.
· Draft bylaws and work plan were discussed. Both are being revised and will be presented to the Commission for approval at the December 4, 2006. 
· The Commission will select a Chair and Vice-Chair at the December 4, 2006 meeting. Nominations and self-nominations should be sent to the Project Coordinator along with biographical information and a brief statement of interest.
· Commission will meet two additional times in 2006: December 4 and December 18.
Comments from Speaker Romanoff and Representative McGihon

Speaker Romanoff: 

· Colorado’s next big task is health care reform. The Commission should be free to consider all options for Colorado and ignore politics. 

· The legislature is asking the Commission for a comprehensive, systemic solution.

· Health care is an important issue throughout the state and reform proposals should take into account that the problem differs across the state.

Representative McGihon:

· The issue of health care reform is ripe for solution, and consensus solutions are needed.

· The legislature will be considering some items in 2007 aimed at improving the current system. But the Commission is being asked to re-engineer the system. The Commission’s focus should be on systemic reform.

· The Commission’s task is not to think of the solution, but to look at proposals and examine how they would fit in Colorado.

· The Commission should not be constrained by financing reform proposals. That task belongs to the political process. 

Commissioner Perspectives

Commissioners shared a wide variety of perspectives on health care reform and the work of the Commission. Some perspectives include:

· The Commission needs to be open to considering a wide variety of viewpoints but also willing to ask hard questions.

· While we should not be constrained by fiscal realities and federal laws, we should be aware of them in our deliberations.

· We need to be watchful of unintended consequences.

· There is an opportunity to reform long-term care as well.

· We are approaching a rare window of opportunity for significant change.

· We should be willing to say, “yes, if…:” rather than “no, because…”

· The perspective of providers need to be kept in mind.
· We need to be careful not to confuse issue of health care access with cost. They are distinct and have different dynamics and economic bases.

· We need to be clear about whether we are talking about access to health care or insurance. [General consensus after discussion and consultation of language in the Act that the Commission should not be constrained to looking at health coverage in terms of insurance coverage only.]
Discussion of Bylaws
The Commission’s Bylaws have been revised based on the Commission’s discussion and will be presented to the Commission for approval at its December 4 meeting.

Changes to the Bylaws include:
· The Commission will select a Chair and Vice Chair at its December 4 meeting. 

· The Chair will have the authority to propose agendas, appoint sub-committee members, serve as a primary spokesperson for the group, and to perform other functions as needed. 
· The Vice Chair will support the Chair in his/her duties and may perform them in the Chair’s absence.
· A quorum for meeting and making decisions was established as half the Commission.

· The Commission may create subcommittees. If it does so, the full Commission will agree on a Terms of Reference document that will identify the task, scope and duration of the subcommittee.
· The Chair of any subcommittee will be a Commissioner.

· Public comment will be sought frequently by the Commission. Opportunities will be developed for public comment as the Commission does its work, and will include an opportunity at each full Commission meeting.
· While it is the expectation that Commissioners will make every effort to attend every meeting in person, if this is not possible, a Commissioner may participate by phone if it is technologically possible. Commissioners will notify the Project Coordinator if this accommodation is needed.
· The Commission is governed by Colorado’s sunshine and open records laws. Information on these laws will be provided to Commissioners at the December 4 meeting. 

Discussion of Work Plan:

A revised work plan will be presented at the Dec 4 meeting. Comments include:
· The work plan should be revised so that it reflects the tasks and milestones of the Commission, including sub-committees.

· The Commission would like staff to investigate opportunities to get public input early in the process and at multiple stages.

· The technical advisor should provide comparative technical analysis rather than a leading a formal scoring process.
· Instead of using the term “Request for Proposals,” (RFP), use the term “Solicitation of Proposals.”

· The Commission needs to develop criteria and scope in order to provide guidance to potential proposal writers.

Next meetings are December 4 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and December 18 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
