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Overview of ITO


The Colorado International Trade Office (ITO) was established by the Colorado General Assembly in 1983. It was given two goals:





to promote the export of Colorado goods and services 


attract foreign investment that will create jobs for Coloradoans 





By promoting Colorado exports and attracting foreign investment, the ITO helps to build Colorado's identity as an international business center. The ITO is open to the public and most services are rendered at no cost.





Export Promotion


The ITO pursues its export promotion mission by working extensively with Colorado companies that want to expand into international markets. The ITO works with companies of all sizes and across a variety of industries, including service exports. It also highlights Colorado industries with strong export potential to international groups. 





Note: A separate international agricultural marketing section within the � HYPERLINK "http://www.ag.state.co.us/" \o "" �Colorado Department of Agriculture� promotes the export of agricultural products; however, ITO coordinates activities with the Department of Agriculture whenever possible.





Foreign Investment Attraction


As part of the Office of Economic Development and International Trade, the ITO is the only statewide group to provide foreign investment attraction services. The staff actively promotes Colorado as a place for foreign companies to do business and helps facilitate the process of establishing affiliate offices in Colorado. The ITO is committed to encouraging investment in all areas of Colorado. 





Trade-Related Education and Internships 


Trade-related education is another important service that ITO offers the Colorado business community. ITO, alone or with partner groups, organizes conferences and seminars on trade-related topics, which bring in experts to speak on opportunities and challenges. In addition, staff members speak at seminars, conferences and workshops related to international trade. ITOs newsletter, International Trade Resources, covers a variety of trade-related topics, and reaches over 2,600 readers each month. The trade office also maintains a formal internship program that allows students and other individuals seeking experience in international business to work under the supervision of a staff mentor.
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OEDIT Specific Programs and Services





Biosciences and Emerging 


Industries:


	Research


	Coordination


	  Promotion


 


 Business Finance:


	Certified Capital Companies


	Business Loan Funds


	Venture Capital Authority


	Infrastructure Assistance


	Feasibility Studies


	Economic Development  


          Commission 





Business Retention,


Expansion and Recruitment:


	Research, Facilitation


	Incentives, Job Training


	Site Selection


	Community Assessments


	Economic Development 


	   Commission 


	Enterprise Zones


 


Communications and 


Information Technology:





	Research


	Coordination


	Education 





 International Trade:


	Export Assistance and 


	   Trade Events


      Foreign Investment in 


	   Colorado


 


 Minority and Women-Owned


 Business Support: 


	Certification and 


	Procurement 


	Opportunities


 


Small Business Development  


Centers:


	Counseling


	Research


	Training


 


 Tourism: 


	Welcome Center Colorado.com


	Visitor’s Guide 


	Marketing, Advertising and 


	   Public Relations


 








International Trade Office 








