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Short Summary of Request:  
The Lt. Governor’s Office is requesting $25,000 General Fund in FY 2007-08 and subsequent years.  This request will augment funding for operating expenses based on the responsibilities of the Office.
Background and Appropriation History:
The Lt. Governor’s Office is operating on a very small operating budget of $25,754 in FY 2007-08.  The Lt. Governor’s Office is requesting $25,000 in additional general operating dollars to be applied towards operations in the administration budget.  The Lt. Governor also has an additional $5,000 in discretionary funding to be used for state travel, meeting expenses, mailings, and office supplies, which is proving insufficient to cover costs.
General Description of Request:
The Lt. Governor’s Office requests $25,000 in additional general operating dollars for FY08/09 for operations in the administration budget.  Currently the Lt. Governor has $5,000 in discretionary funding for state travel, meeting expenses, mailings, and office supplies.  As part of the Lt. Governor’s work it is important that she travel throughout Colorado to promote state initiatives and serve as a representative of state government.  This includes conducting community forums on the efforts of the P-20 Council, health care, early childhood education, aerospace and other issues that impact economic development.  The requested funds would allow the Lt. Governor to incur additional travel expenses for trips around Colorado furthering state business.

The table below presents details on the total request.  The largest portion of this request is for an increase of $18,000 over the FY 2007-08 budget of $7,000 for in-state and out-of-state travel.  

	
	FY 2008-09
	FY 2009-10

	Travel 
	$18,000
	$18,000

	Computers and Office Supplies 
	$3,000
	$3,000

	Meeting Expenses 
	$1,500
	$1,500

	Printing/Copying 
	$1,500
	$1,500

	Postage/Mailing 
	$1,000
	$1,000

	Total Request
	$25,000
	$25,000



For comparative purposes the travel expenses for other Lieutenant Governor’s are shown in the table below.  As indicated, the travel expenses for Colorado Lt. Governor are significantly less than other comparably sized states.  A similar table for operating was not included as travel comprises the majority of this request.  Also, other Lt. Governor budgets included varying levels of other operating expenses as the duties vary from state to state, and therefore were not easily comparable to Colorado for the purpose of this request.
	State
	Total Travel
	Population

	Arkansas
	$6,146
	2,779,154

	Colorado
	$7,000
	4,665,177

	Louisiana
	$12,997
	4,523,628

	Montana
	$14,053
	935,670

	Nevada – in-state travel
	$18,185
	2,414,807

	Nevada – out-of-state travel
	$39,000
	2,414,807

	Oklahoma
	$36,000
	3,547,884



Based on population the table indicates that travel expenses in Colorado are less than most other comparable western states.

Consequences if Not Funded:
If this request is not approved, the Lt. Governor’s Office will continue to operate within its funded budget and continue to seek outside funding for programming.  If funding is not granted and no outside funds are secured, the Lt. Governor will be limited in her ability to travel the entire state and in her ability to address the issues noted above.
Calculations for Request:

	Summary of Request FY 08-09


	Total Funds
	General Fund
	Cash Funds
	Cash Funds Exempt
	Federal Funds
	FTE

	Total Request 
	$25,000
	$25,000
	$0
	$0
	$0
	0.0

	Office Administration
	$25,000
	$25,000
	$0
	$0
	$0
	0.0


	Summary of Request FY 09-10


	Total Funds
	General Fund
	Cash Funds
	Cash Funds Exempt
	Federal Funds
	FTE

	Total Request 
	$25,000
	$25,000
	$0
	$0
	$0
	0.0

	Office Administration
	$25,000
	$25,000
	$0
	$0
	$0
	0.0


Assumptions for Calculations:
It cost $1,200 per trip for the State Patrol plane (fuel, pilot, State Patrol overhead etc...).  The plane seats 8 and would include the Lt. Governor, a staff person, appropriate Department heads and relevant stakeholders at a cost of $12,000 for 10 trips.  In addition, another $6,000 is budgeted to cover other in-state travel and several out-of-state meetings such as attendance at the National Lt. Governor’s Association held in different parts of the country, the state fair, and other events the Governor is not able to attend and that the Lt. Governor is asked to represent the administration. The request assumes $1,000 per out of state trip (three total) and approximately $500 per trip for in-state travel which includes mileage reimbursement for staffing, hotels, and meals.  

The meetings line item will cover meals for some of the forums, printed materials and other meeting expenses (e.g. room rental, P.A. system, etc...).
As the Lt. Governor and Staff travel around the state, a lap top is needed to ensure work is accomplished while on the road.  The current hardware used is reliable for emails but as reports need to be written, longer letters of correspondence completed and documents reviewed, a lap top is required.  The estimated cost for this piece of equipment is $1,200.  Office supplies are another issue in the Lt. Governor’s office and we are requesting an additional $1,800 for office supplies.
The Lt. Governor’s Office will produce occasional briefs and reports on progress in the areas of early childhood development, Indian Affairs, aerospace and the other issue areas of concern to the Lt. Governor’s Office.  Currently there is no budget for printed materials (including stationary) for the Lt. Governor and Chief of Staff.  Some of the printed materials the office would like to have on hand include thank you note cards and Lt. Governor State-logo stationary.  
As publications are produced and events take place there are mailing and reproduction expenses associated with the activities.  An example is the event at the Governors Mansion in early May 2007.  Approximately 300 invitations were printed and mailed out across the state.  These expenses currently come out of the Lt. Governor’s Office limited operating budget.

Impact on Other Government Agencies:
This funding request should have no impact on other government agencies. 
Cost Benefit Analysis: 
The Lt. Governor is the second ranking elected official in the state and acts in the capacity of Governor when the Governor is absent or unavailable.
Implementation Schedule:

	Task 
	Month/Year

	Internal Research/Planning Period
	July 2008

	Funds are used for purposes intended
	July 2008


Statutory and Federal Authority: 
Article IV of the Colorado Constitution

Section 24-20-105 C.R.S. (2007) Lieutenant governor - governor - succession to office.


Succession to the office of the lieutenant governor and to the office of the governor shall be as provided for in section 13 of article IV of the state constitution.

Performance Measures:
Performance Measures would be based on the additional meetings attended and function performed.
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