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Colorado’s agricultural water users to meet
LAKEWOOD, Colo. –  Agricultural water leaders from throughout rural Colorado will release a new report on water conservation opportunities in irrigated agriculture.  The Colorado Ag Water Alliance will discuss the report at the upcoming Governor’s Forum on Colorado Agriculture, Thursday, February 28, 2008 at the DoubleTree Hotel, 3203 Quebec St. in Denver.

The study was prepared by staff of the Colorado Water Conservation Board and consultants from Camp Dresser McKee, Inc., in cooperation with the Colorado Water Resources Research Institute.
 “The state’s preeminent study of future urban water needs shows that those supplies will be met by drying up irrigated farms,” said Don Shawcroft, a San Luis Valley rancher and chairman of the Colorado Ag Water Alliance.  “Some believe that irrigation efficiency can reduce the amount of irrigated farmland we could lose.  This research paper will help shed light on that concept,” 

The Colorado Ag Water Alliance was formed two years ago by the state’s agricultural leaders who were concerned that insufficient attention was being given to the future of irrigated agriculture in the state.   According to Shawcroft, farmers and ranchers needed a source of unbiased water education to make informed decisions when considering selling, leasing or other activities affecting their water rights.  

“This informal organization is intended to empower ag water users in Colorado.  We don’t advocate any particular agenda except to provide the best source of water information possible to the state’s ag community,” Shawcroft said.
The Governor’s Forum on Colorado Agriculture will feature, among other speakers, Governor Ritter, noted agricultural economist Mark Drabenstott and USDA Rural Development Undersecretary Thomas Dorr.  The Forum begins at 8:00 a.m. and continues throughout the day. For more information or to register, visit www.colorado.gov/ag and click on "Governor's Forum on Colorado Agriculture."
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