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Colorado Blue Ribbon Commission on Health Care Reform
Health Reform Proposals Committee, January 18, 2007

Criteria for Selecting 3-5 Colorado Health Reform Proposals for Detailed Technical Analysis
Proposals will be reviewed based on the extent to which they meet or come close to meeting the criteria below.  (Note:  All quotes come directly from Senate Bill 06-208, the act that   established the Health Care Commission—see next page.)

Access

1. —The ability for all Coloradans to actually get timelyl, appropriate medical care.

Quality of care
2.   “The Commission shall have the authority to evaluate and consider…issues of …value, …”
3. “Value”—value-based purchasing. 
Efficiency and cost containment

4. Puts emphasis on “cost-effective” health care costs.”

“… Our complex health system diverts too many dollars away from cost-effective, evidence-based health care costs;”

 “Health care policy dialogues too often…do not adequately consider the…process essential to bringing about systemic reforms needed to lower and contain costs.”

5. Cost containment

“Health care policy dialogues too often…do not adequately consider the…process essential to bringing about systemic reforms needed to lower and contain costs.”

“[The commission is formed for the purpose of] “studying and establishing health care reform models to expand health care coverage and to decrease health care costs for Colorado residents.  
Comprehensiveness 
6. “Comprehensive state health reform”--is a comprehensive reform proposal that addresses access, coverage, cost and quality broadly for all Coloradans for whom these are issues.

“It is the intent of the general assembly to establish a blue ribbon commission for comprehensive state health reform...”

Sustainability

7. Sustainable proposal for reform over the long term.

Coverage
8. Health insurance coverage for all Colorado residents.  
“The Commission shall be authorized to examine options for expanding…health coverage for all Colorado residents…with special attention given to the uninsured…”
Note: Committee discussion on this issue indicated that there was not consensus on inclusion of “coverage” as a criterion for selecting proposals. This will be raised with the full commission.
Affordability

9. Affordable health coverage for all Colorado residents.

“The Commission shall be authorized to examine options for expanding affordable health coverage for all Colorado residents…”

10. Coverage for all Colorado residents such that no individual or family will be at risk of financial hardship due to their medical expenses.

“The Commission shall be authorized to examine options for expanding…health coverage for all Colorado residents…with special attention given to…the underinsured, and those at risk of financial hardship due to medical expenses.” 
Portability

11. Continuous coverage for people who change health plans or programs
Benefits

12. Benefits provided should be adequate, have appropriate limitations, and address distinct populations (suggested by Dave Downs for discussion)
Different models

13. Different models—The commission is interested in modeling three to five different approaches to the problem.
Personal responsibility

14. add explanation
“The Commission shall have the authority to evaluate and consider…issues of cost, value, and personal health care responsibility…”

It should be noted that, as the Health Proposals Committee has previously discussed, the statutes creating the Blue Ribbon Commission on Health Care Reform say the following that is relevant to the criteria for selection:

· Legislative declaration: 
(1)(b) “… our complex health system diverts too many dollars away from cost-effective, evidence-based health care costs;”

(1)(f) “Health care policy dialogues too often…do not adequately consider the…process essential to bringing about systemic reforms needed to lower and contain costs.”
(2) “It is the intent of the general assembly to establish a blue ribbon commission for comprehensive state health reform...”
· 10-16-131, C.R.S:
(2) [The commission is formed for the purpose of] “studying and establishing health care reform models to expand health care coverage and to decrease health care costs for Colorado residents.  The Commission shall be authorized to examine options for expanding affordable health coverage for all Colorado residents…with special attention given to the uninsured, underinsured, and those at risk of financial hardship due to medical expenses.”… “The Commission shall have the authority to evaluate and consider…issues of cost, value, and personal health care responsibility…”

(3)(d)(I) [The commission shall...examine health care coverage and reform models designed to ensure access to affordable coverage for all Colorado residents…”
(4)(b)(I) “The [technical adviser] shall invite interested individuals or organizations to submit proposals according to content criteriathat describe methods for expanding health care coverage and related reform concepts.”
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