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What natural resource problem(s) did the project address?


Center Conservation District is a leader in noxious weed control in the San Luis Valley – an activity they have been prioritizing for 10 years. Without an active county weed district, the District is on the front line of noxious weed control in Saguache County and provides a weed control service to public and private landowners. The District has formed strong partnerships and Saguache County, the San Luis Valley Weed Committee and the US Forest Service all contributed significant cash match to this Matching Grants project. The NRCS and BLM are also key players in helping Center Conservation District with it’s noxious weed control efforts. 





Black Henbane is the most prevalent noxious weed in the District, over 2,000 acres of it with 65% of occurrences being on private land. The District estimates a six year effort, beginning with this project, will  significantly address Black Henbane infestations and enable productive land re-vegetation. Many of the small acreage landowners in the District are part-time residents and create special challenges to involve in weed control efforts.  This first year, the District concluded that landowner commitment, cost-share for expensive spray treatment and continued weed site identification would be needed. 








What was achieved?





Mailings, press releases and a workshop held to educate landowners on the problem and enroll them in the control efforts


250 acres of Black henbane treated – much in areas only suitable for on foot backpack spraying


2,500 acres of Black Henbane, Canada thistle, Hoary Cress, Perennial Pepperweed and Field Bindweed mapped for present and future control efforts


Landowners and funding secured for continued efforts in 2008
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Center Conservation District – the active public weed control agency in Saguache County - are working with partners to control Black Henbane - the most prevalent noxious weed in the District.











