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  Blue Ribbon Commission for Health Care Reform

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   




CONTACT:  Anita Wesley
Monday, March 5, 2007





303-837-8466, ext. 137
COLORADO COMMISSION SEEKS HEALTH REFORM PROPOSALS
 Proposals to Expand Insurance Coverage to All Coloradans Due April 6, 2007 
The Colorado Blue Ribbon Commission on Health Care Reform wants to hear from you.  It is asking anyone who is interested to submit a proposal for how the state could ensure that all Colorado residents can get good, affordable health insurance and access needed health services.   Proposals must be submitted to the Commission no later than April 6, 2007.

“I encourage all interested parties to download the Solicitation for Health Reform Proposals from the Commission’s website at: www.colorado.gov/208commission“, urged Blue Ribbon Commission Chair Bill Lindsay. Lindsay went on to say, “The Commission wants to hear from anyone who has a sustainable plan to make affordable health insurance coverage available to all Colorado residents.” 
The Commission will also host community meetings in Denver on March 22 from 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. and in Alamosa, Colorado Springs, Grand Junction and Greeley on Saturday, March 24 from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  These meetings will provide the opportunity to learn more about the Commission’s work as well as provide input to the Commission regarding the criteria for evaluating proposals submitted to the Commission.

Colorado has 770,000 uninsured residents with nearly 180,000 of them children. Public opinion polls show concern about health care as the top issue for Americans. Coloradans, like most Americans, are anxious for solutions to the growing number of people who cannot afford health insurance and to the rising cost of health care.
The Commission’s goal is to prepare a report to the legislature and the Governor on a possible solution for Colorado health care crisis. The report will hopefully lead to legislation in 2008 to enable health reform in Colorado. The Commission recently adopted criteria that it will use to evaluate reform proposals it receives. 
Health Reform Proposal Evaluation Criteria of the Blue Ribbon Commission
Comprehensiveness

Access
Coverage

Affordability
Portability
Benefits
Quality


Efficiency

Consumer Choice

Wellness & Prevention

Sustainability

The 24-member Blue Ribbon Commission for Health Care Reform was established by the Colorado legislature last session through SB 06-208. The purpose of the Commission is to study and establish health care reform models to expand health care coverage and to decrease health care costs for Colorado residents. The 24 members were appointed by former Governor Bill Owens, Speaker of the House Andrew Romanoff, Senate President Joan Fitz-Gerald, Senate Minority Leader Andrew McElhany and House Minority Leader Mike May.
# # # 

For more information about the Blue Ribbon Commission for Health Care Reform please e-mail the Commission at 208commission@comcast.net. Follow the work of the Commission at www.colorado.gov/208commission. 

