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 DI-5 Community Corrections Diversion Bed Increase
Request:  The Department of Public Safety is requesting funds to support the addition of 162 Diversion community corrections beds, to be located at community corrections facilities across the State.  This request addresses the continuing growth for demand in the State’s Diversion program.  

	Summary of Request 
FY 2008-09
	Total Funds
	General Fund

	Total Request 
	$2,282,157
	$2,282,157

	161.7 Diversion Beds
	$2,194,382
	$2,194,382

	4.0% Board Administration
	$87,775
	$87,775


Highlights:
· Diversion beds are a lower-cost alternative to incarceration in the Department of Corrections, and are also an opportunity for low-level offenders to be placed in a setting that has been demonstrated to reduce the potential for criminal recidivism.  The current daily cost of a prison bed is $52.69, and the current daily cost of a Diversion bed is $40.67
, which is a difference of about 13 percent.

· Among those who successfully complete a diversionary community corrections sentence, the recidivism rate is 25%, compared with a 50% recidivism rate among those who are sentenced to DOC and those who do not successfully complete a diversionary sentence.

· With the addition of these 162 diversion beds, the State would realize a net savings of approximately $709,426 in FY 2008-09 by reducing the number of offenders sentenced to Department of Corrections' facilities.  This savings is reflected as a reduction in the number of prison beds, which carry a yearly cost of $19,232 in FY 2007-08.

· The State would avoid an additional $820,699 in prison costs over two years, as a result of reducing recidivism by placing more offenders in community corrections rather than prison.
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� This amount includes the $37.35 per diem for Community Corrections, a 4.0% administrative rate payment of $1.49 and $2.00 for the Probation Officer Administrative Caseload.
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