Governor’s P-20 Council

Preparation and Transitions Committee

Recommendations Draft V.1.1 9-17-07

NOTE: the subcommittee plans to continue to refine its positions, and therefore changes are possible/probable. 

Question 1. Should state-level diploma options be created?
(Joseph Garcia Reporting)

Concerns focus on fear of “tracking” under a Differentiated Diploma plan.

Sub-Committee is interested in the idea of a standard “endorsement”, confirming student’s preparedness to proceed to post-secondary studies.

The group also supports the idea of guaranteed admission and transferable college credits

Funding is a great concern, as is the perception of reducing rigor.

Question 2. Should high school-level assessments inform and align with readiness standards for college/career?

(John Hefty Reporting)

Recommended (9/5/07):

1) Keep (modified) CSAP 3-7

2) Explore Test for grade 8 (or 9)

3) EOC testing 9th grade (and subsequent grades as needed): must meet needs of all students including Special Ed.

4) Plan 10th Grade

5) ACT, including Writing and WorkKeys 11th Grade

Modified (9/12/07)
Establishing The EPAS System and Taking Full Advantage of ACT Resources
1. Implement PLAN as a statewide, state-funded 10th grade activity as soon as feasible.

2. Make EXPLORE available as a state-funded opportunity on a voluntary pilot basis.

3. Make WorkKeys available for a variety of settings on a state-funded pilot basis.

4. Develop a process for piloting state-funded End of Course exams on a voluntary basis.

5. Develop a research project to examine the impact of PLAN, EXPLORE, and WorkKeys over a three- to five-year period of time.

6. Problem solve issues that are possible barriers to EPAS implementation including contract issues, NCLB-AYP, and longitudinal growth.

7. Use ACT college and workforce readiness expectations as one driver of revised standards.

8. Develop staff support systems across the state to take full advantage of the EPAS system.

a. Create professional communities of practice for principals, counselors, teachers, and others to take full advantage of the EPAS system

b. Develop specific plans to use individual reports from EPAS for students and parents.

9. Develop a plan to involve interested parties in the implementation of the EPAS system.

Question 3. Should the state mandate that all students receive formal guidance regarding collegeand career preparation? If so, what activities might be included in this and when

would this take place? Should the state require individual graduation plans of all of its students?

(Paul Thayer Reporting)

Formal Guidance for all? Unanimous “Yes”

Should every student  have ICAP?  Yes.  How should that happen?  All districts shall have a policy that addresses this. District designs the strategy.  

Should this be part of the accreditation process?  Conversation between CDE and districts, including technical support. The accreditation policy or district policy can include milestones and standards, even though districts would have flex on implement.  SBE should adopt standards for post-secondary preparation.

Incentives allow more to be done.  What might those be?  Opportunities with ACT, College In Colorado.  Learn from exemplar districts and programs – TRiO, GEAR UP, CU Pre-Collegiate  Use Colorado Council on High School/College Relations and Colorado Educational Services and Development Association .

We recognize that there are always resource and financial implications to be mindful of.  This ought to be a k12-higher ed partnership.

Need for reliable data.

 Concern to attend to not wanting to leave any student or district out based on location, size, proximity to post secondary.  

We should move forward with developing specifics for implementation.

Question 4. Can dual enrollment programs be improved and expanded to all students throughout the state, regardless of students’ location?

(Linda Bowman Reporting)

Unequivocal “yes” to the main question – but rural access, age, addressing barriers are issues.

Schools and colleges should be required to inform students, no later than the 8th grade, of dual enrollment options available to them

Consolidation? No…however, practitioner group urges “standardization with clarity and flexibility”

The State should act to ensure that existing programs are promoted, protected, expanded and aligned: gap analysis needed.

Need to determine what is happening/working in non-threatening atmosphere.

Focus areas: Data, Communications, Policy (reinforce successful and remove barriers)

Issues of funding (K-12 and HE) and Equity – The state should develop, align and augment existing funding sources to provide for improved access to dual enrollment courses, both foundational and accelerated?
