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What natural resource problem(s) did the project address?


Rangeland health and water quality and quantity are two of the priorities identified in the Upper Huerfano Conservation District long range and annual plans of work – plans compiled with input from locally held public meetings. Other identified priorities include forest health and wildlife habitat. The District had previously been successful offering cost-share funding to landowners for conservation practices – particularly to limited and small acreage landowners. 


The District used Matching Grants funds to launch a landowner cost-share program for installation of conservation practices that improved rangeland, riparian or forest health for productivity and wildlife habitat or that conserved water and soil resources.








What was achieved?


1,060 acres benefited from conservation practices


Twelve applications received and nine projects funded for $1,150 - $3,500 per project.


Landowners provided 50% cost-share.


Six projects improved rangeland health through installation of stock watering facilities or spring development to enable better grazing management.


Five projects improved riparian health - through inlet/headgate installation or spring development.


Four projects enhanced or created wildlife habitat


Three projects improved water use efficiency through improvements to irrigation system, inlet structure or head gate installation. 


All nine projects reduced soil erosion through less water erosion and better grazing practices – estimated 3,080 tons soil conserved 


District technical staff will monitor continuing functionality of projects over the coming year.














Provision of watering facilities (in this case a water pit) on rangeland promotes better grazing management for increased range health, productivity and wildlife habitat.
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An irrigation box increases water efficiency, reduces soil erosion and can improve riparian health.








