Colorado Blue Ribbon Commission for Health Care Reform to Release Solicitation for Health Reform Proposals in February of 2007; Health Reform Proposals due to Commission in April of 2007
The Colorado Blue Ribbon Commission for Health Care Reform (“the Commission”) will release a Solicitation for Health Reform Proposals in late February of 2007. The Solicitation for Health Reform Proposals will provide detailed instructions to individuals and organizations wishing to submit a Health Reform Proposal to the Commission. As required by Senate Bill 06-208, proposals considered by the Commission must ensure access to affordable coverage for Colorado residents. Due to time constraints, proposals submitted to the Commission which do not contain the required elements described in the Solicitation for Health Reform Proposals will not be considered by the Commission. Proposals will be due to the Commission in late March or early April of 2007.   

According to the authorizing legislation (attached), the purpose of the Blue Ribbon Commission for Health Care Reform Commission is to “study and establish health care reform models to expand health care coverage and to decrease health care costs for Colorado residents.”  The Commission must: 

· “Work in a nonpartisan manner to examine health care coverage and reform models designed to ensure access to affordable coverage for all Colorado residents; ”

· “Solicit reform concept papers and detailed proposals from interested parties; “

· “Select the top proposals for detailed technical analysis by an independent consulting firm;”

· “Hold statewide informational meetings at least once in each congressional district for the purpose of receiving public comments;”

· “Present a final report to the General Assembly on or before November 30, 2007, including an unbiased economic analysis, feasibility, and technical assessment of the favorable and unfavorable considerations and of the various reform options”

The Commission has 24 members, including eight consumers, eight health insurance purchasers, and eight experts and business leaders.  Appointments were made by five appointing authorities: Governor Owens, Senate President FitzGerald, Speaker Romanoff, Senate Minority Leader McElhany and House Minority Leader May.

Please contact Sarah Schulte, Technical Advisor to the Commission, at 208commission@comcast.net if you would like to be on the mailing list for the Solicitation for Health Reform Proposals. Please also indicate in your email if you intend to submit a proposal, so that the Commission can anticipate how many proposals it might receive. 

For any questions regarding this announcement, please contact Sarah Schulte, Technical Advisor to the Commission, at 208commission@comcast.net. 
