Comments submitted not directly related to Draft Solicitation

February 9, 2007

	1.
	General Comment

Use of Medicaid dollars to pay employee share and cost sharing for well visits, but not for sick. 
	Can Medicaid dollars be used to pay the employee costs for group insurance through employers.  I like the idea of pay a nominal amount for medical services while one is well and nothing when ill.  That would change the incentive to wellness instead of illness


	Barbara E. Middleton

Adams County Department of Social Services

	2.
	General Comment
Include Recommendations for Long Term Care Financing
	Need to consider how long care costs term will swamp the Medicaid budget leaving nothing for basic health care for those in need.  Suggests that finding funding alternatives to help deal with long term care costs ought to be part of a final recommendation. 
	Gregg Fanselau 
Manager, Managed Care and Revenue Analysis 
Platte Valley Medical Center 

	3.
	General Comment
Adopt a Medicaid spend down program.  
	I do not believe the state legislature is willing to do what needs to be done for health care reform. We do not need to "improve" the CICP system; we need drastic reform. The only reasonable alternative I can see is to expand the Medicaid program to make it income eligible and include a "spend 
down" program for those slightly over income. This is what most states do. 

My daughter is dead, in part at least, due to the CICP system. She was having seizures and went to University Hospital June, 2003. They would not 
admit her. She went back to University Hospital July, 2003, and they kept her just overnight but did not find the cause or treatment for the seizures. I told the hospital that she was eligible for CICP (had been on 
it) and that CICP would back date coverage so that the hospital would be covered. They did not listen and just sent her home. She died of a seizure August 31, 2003.
	Gerald Koch, MSW 
Lieutenant 
Emergency Disaster Services 
Social Services Consultant 
The Salvation Army 
Intermountain Division

	4.
	Advocates Single Payer System 
	The only legislation that would benefit the citizens of Colorado is Single Payer.


	Adrienne Harber



	5.
	Advocates Single Payer System
	Making changes to the existing system will not accomplish a significant improvement.  Comprehensive health insurance for everyone under a single payer seems to me to be the only approach  that will give us what we need.  Since so many other developed countries have successfully solved this problem, it seems unbelievable that we should have the costliest system without achieving health care for everyone, nor even the best health care on average.  I urge you to do what needs to be done!


	Karen Smith

Fort Collins



	6.
	Advocates Single Payer System
	The health care system in our country is in crisis and can no longer be patched up.  It is in need of serious reformation.  Health care needs to be provided by a single payer, be universal and comprehensive.  Our for profit health care industry can no longer be allowed to write laws covering health care.  People simply cannot afford health care or insurance premiums.  They are going bankrupt and dying because it is unaffordable.  Do the right thing and reform our system so our citizens can be cared for as well as any other country in the world.


	Carol Heinkel



	7.
	Advocates Single Payer System
	If I am understanding the intent of the commission, it is to investigate and research proposals that will "protect and improve the health status of all Coloradans."   I believe the only way to accomplish this is for all Coloradans to have comprehensive health insurance.  The idea of expanding coverage for very basic services will not accomplish this.  The most simple 
example of why this is so is the high copays and deductibles proposed under "consumer directed" plans.  They encourage people to avoid seeking help when an illness is in an early more treatable phase.  We have already tried that approach.  It is essentially a slight variant from our current system.  It results in our having the costliest health care system in the world, and our people being by far the least healthy compared to other wealthy nations.

Every other wealthy nation has comprehensive health insurance for everyone of their citizens.  If this commission is not just political cover for 
keeping the status quo, it needs to be researching proposals for universal and comprehensive health insurance.
	Roxana



	8.
	Advocates Single Payer System
	I had cancer and I fear its return.  Since the surgery when I was covered, thank god, I have mostly been without.  I cannot afford to spend the money for checkups.  What a crapshoot I face daily, not knowing whether I incubate my own death or not.

   

I am aware that the health care industry is a financial enormity-- more like a dinosaur fighting with false arguments for its own continuance and survival.  Yes.  If you choose to do the right thing for all citizens, then these folk will find new work.  Or not.  I don't care.  I want everyone to have health care and selfish pragmatics prevent that now and in the future.

  So I call upon you to stop the masquerade of false claims of incremental improvements that will not help me or anyone with money troubles to get and KEEP health coverage.  Meet the future now with a courageous call for single payer.


	J. Michael Sledge

Red Feather Lakes, Colorado



	9
	Advocates a single payer system 
	My viewpoint is that a single payer system is the only system that will help us reach our goals of universal coverage and a healthy population.  All Coloradans should have comprehensive health insurance.  Anything that results in people postponing seeing a doctor results in greatly increasing the overall cost
	Pat McVey

	10
	Advocates a single payer system
	Business as usual is not an option if the state of Colorado is going to 
address the problem of uninsured/underinsured citizens. Access to care is 
controlled by the ability to pay. The infrastructure of the medical 
system is not the main problem; THE CURRENT FINANCING OF HEALTH CARE IS 
OUR PROBLEM! 

Just as we need to think outside of the box to address our energy needs 
and turn away from the status quo of oil we need to do the same in 
financing health care. The Single Payer Plan proposed by Physicians for a 
National Health Program (http://www.pnhp.org/) has the details and facts 
to show that this model will solve the uninsured/ underinsured problem. 
The private insurance bureaucracy and paperwork consumes close to 
one-third (31 percent) of every health care dollar. Streamlining payment 
though a single nonprofit payer would save more than $350 billion per 
year, enough to provide comprehensive, high-quality coverage for all 
Americans. 

Obviously the PNHP solution is for a national system but states can begin 
the process. California passed a single payer proposal from their House 
and Senate last fall only to have Governor Schwarzenegger veto the plan. 
There is a draft legislative bill for a Colorado Health Plan authored by 
Dr Rocky White of Alamosa that can start the process. Colorado can be the 
first state in the Union to successfully implement a novel and aggressive 
plan that will solve the problem your commission has been charged to 
investigate. 

By the way, every other industrialized nation has universal insurance and 
most utilize a singe payer system for financing. Please be willing to 
look at the successful way our global neighbors (and competitors) are 
providing medical care of their citizens.
	Cory D. Carrol, MD

Fort Collins

	11.


	Opposes single payer system.  

Asks that government stay out of Doctor/patient relationship. 
	Please keep the government out of the Doctor/Patient heathcare equation. If you study any single payer system, you will find that it operates only by severely limiting a patients access to prompt and high quality medical care. The costs of health insurance can be greatly reduced by offering a multitude of coverages as happens in the auto insurance market. If I only want a basic accident policy, I should be able to purchase that! If I want just hospitalization coverage without prescription medicine coverage or office visits, I should be able to buy that also. One size fits all as is being proposed by the socialists fits our society no better than a one size fits all garment; poorly for everybody!

 


	Greg R. Snyder

Ft. Collins, Co 
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