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Minutes

In attendance:  Elisabeth Arenales, Clarke Becker, Steve Erkenbrack (by phone), Grant Jones, Ralph Pollock Mark Simon.  Staff:  Anita Wesley

 Absent:  Carrie Besnette, Christy Blakely, Julia Greene, Pam Nicholson Mark Wallace

1. The minutes of the January 26, 2007, meeting were approved. 
2. Steve Erkenbrack gave a brief report on his meeting with the staff of Senator Allard, Senator Salazar, Representative Udall and Representative Salazar.   Mark Simon participated in the meetings by phone.  Steve reported staff were aware of the Commission and interested in staying apprised of its work.  The Committee agreed that in person meetings were the most productive, but that we would continue to have someone in Colorado participate by phone, when possible.  Mark Wallace plans a trip to D.C. within the next couple of months and he will meet with the Colorado delegation as he is able.  

Mark Simon made a report of his meeting with Majority Leader, Alice Madden.  She is interested in staying informed of our work and would like us to add her and her staff to our email list and alert them to any Commission milestones.
Ralph and Mark reported on their meeting with Insurance Commissioner Marcy Morrison.  DOI is following our work closely and will continue to do so.

3. Elisabeth Arenales gave a report on the public input process on the Draft Solicitation for Proposals.  The process was very successful.  The Commission received a total of 37 comments from 35 people.  26 of those comments were directly related to the Solicitation.  The Proposals Committee met for 31/2 hours on February 12, 2007, to consider the public comments.   Many of the suggestions were adopted by the Committee and are included in the Committee’s final recommendations to the Commission.   

Elisabeth also reported on a meeting that she and Barbara Yondorf had with Rep. McGihon on February 10, 2007, at Rep. McGihon’s request.  Rep. McGihon, was accompanied, at her request by Clark Bouton with the Colorado Progressive Coalition.  She raised a number of concerns about the Solicitation for Proposals.  Her principle issue was whether the Solicitation limited the kind of proposals that would be reviewed by the Commission to those that favored the current health care delivery system (a private insurance model) and not significant or “comprehensive” reform.  Elisabeth and Barbara made notes of Rep. McGihon’s concerns and took them to the Proposals Committee 
There was some further discussion about the meeting with Rep. McGihon, including concerns raised about the appearance that any legislator or interest group has “special access” to the Commission.  The Committee agreed that (1) we intend to continue to be very responsive to any legislator that expresses interest in or concern about the Commission’s work, and (2) we will receive and document individual legislator’s comments and opinions the same way as comments or opinions about our substantive work received from the general public.   
     4.
 Timeline for Congressional District Meetings.
After a lengthy discussion, the Committee agreed to recommend to the Commission that we hold public meetings during the last two weeks of October  regardless of whether we are working under a November 30 or January 30 timeline.  The Committee thought alternate dates would be the second and third week of October or last week of October and first week of November.   The Committee believed it important to set a fixed set of dates, regardless of the timeline, and believed that October meetings allowed sufficient time for meaningful input even with a November deadline.  A fixed schedule will allow Commissioners and the public to plan for the meetings well in advance.  

The Committee recommended against December meetings, although there was one Committee member who reported that he has had reasonably good experience with statewide meetings in early December.   An additional issue to consider related to holding meetings in December is that Chanukah this year is in early December  (December 5-12, 2007).
The Committee believed that October meetings fit in with the Commission’s proposed timeline and that:

(a) with a November reporting date the Commission will be able to solicit input on a set of recommendations based on the 3-5 proposals that will have been evaluated  (this assumes that the Commission will likely not develop its own recommendations under a November reporting date)
(b) Assuming a January reporting date the Commission at least one iteration of an integrated proposal will have been completed and evaluated by the middle of October.  The Committee felt that it would be very helpful to solicit statewide public input as we are constructing and evaluating the single proposal.  The Committee also recommended that the Commission consider additional means, beyond October, for public input as we further develop our recommendations.  For example, we might hold additional meetings in Denver or through Distance learning sites, and/or solicit written comments on the website. 

The Committee agreed to take up specific recommendations for the Congressional District hearings at our next meeting, including Commissioner attendance, recommendations regarding specific locations, etc. 

5. March Public Meetings:   

The Committee discussed the distance learning meetings for March.   Elisabeth reported that Christy is working to establish sites for March 24th and that Commissioners in Grand Junction (Steve), Alamosa (Arnold), Colorado Springs (Pam) and Fort Collins/Greeley (Mark Wallace) have agreed to host meetings on March 24th in their respective areas of the state.  The Committee also agreed to recommend a separate meeting in Denver on March 22 from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Anita is working on a location for that meeting.  Committee members agreed to attend meetings in Denver and that we need a minimum of six Commissioners at that meeting.  We hope to have something more final to report at the Commission meeting on February 21, 2007.

6. Legislative Leadership reporting/biweekly meetings/reports.

Elisabeth talked to Rep. McGihon about setting up a regular “check in” meeting between Elisabeth, Steve and Rep. McGihon.  Rep. McGihon suggested that Sen. May also participate in those meetings. Steve and Elisabeth will follow up.  

The Committee agreed it was important that all legislative leadership be briefed on a regular basis, so that everyone has the same information about what we are doing. Steve agreed to take the lead on setting up regular meetings/briefings with other legislative leaders.  Steve also agreed to take the lead on organizing a biweekly bulletin for public distribution about the Commission’s activities. 

7. Specific Stakeholder group outreach

The Committee agreed to assign ourselves specific outreach tasks weekly and report in at each meeting. 
Steve and Elisabeth:  Bar association, minority bar associations.

Elisabeth:  also working with Northern Colorado contacts working to set up meetings in Greeley, Fort Collins, Fort Lupton, Fort Morgan.  Health Care Day of Action February 26, 2007.
Mark Simon: CCDC
Grant: Black Church leadership, Ministerial Alliance
Clarke: Colorado Municipal League

Ralph: CACI, CERSA, HR Association
8. Other Business

Anita asked the Committee’s opinion about setting aside a full Commission meeting in March for the purpose of scheduling public presentations.  The Committee agreed that would be productive.  Mark Simon also raised the issue of other forums for public presentations and we discussed, but did not arrive at recommendations for, a selection process as so many organizations have asked to present to the Commission.

Materials presented to the Commission:

Anita handed out written materials received by her for the Commission. She will bring a disk of all email submissions received to date to the meeting on February 21, 2007.

Anita is working on the post card we had discussed at a prior meeting.  

We discussed, briefly, the press release set to go out about the Commission’s retreat.  We agreed that it made sense to release after our meeting next week, but agreed that it is important that the Chair and Vice Chair have the flexibility to send out materials like this without it becoming a group effort.  

The Committee discussed the invitation by 40 groups to attend their joint  “Health Care Day of Action” on February 26th.  Mark and Elisabeth said they would attend.  Grant agreed to check his schedule since he has been invited to speak.  We agreed that Anita will send out time sensitive materials, for example, invitations, to Commissioners as soon as is reasonable for her. 

Committee members were reminded to report all presentations and briefings made on behalf of, or about the Commission, to Anita for her records.  Mark Simon also asked people to copy Anita on every email so that she can maintain a complete record of Commission activity.  Elisabeth said that the Committee probably ought to discuss email retention requirements at a later date. 

Public Attendees:  Michele Swenson, Health Care For All Colorado; Francoise Mbabazi, Colorado Progressive Coalition; Scott Furgeson, Colorado Victims Project

Public observers were called upon to comment whenever they raised their hands, and were also specifically invited to comment at various points in the discussion.  

Committee Meeting Schedule:

Friday, February  23, 2007


9:00- 10:00 a.m.

Phone meeting. See website for call in information.


Friday, March 2, 2007
Center for African American Health 

9:00-11:00 a.m.
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