
UPDATED SUMMARY
HOUSE BILL 15-1016

First Regular Session - Seventieth Colorado General Assembly
This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in the

second house.  It does not reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted.  This
summary reflects only the main points of the legislation. 

Water Resources Review Committee. In 2009, the general assembly authorized up
to 10 precipitation harvesting pilot projects for new real estate developments of residential
housing or mixed uses. Only one project has been approved. To encourage more projects,
the bill:

! Includes the redevelopment of residential housing or mixed uses and new or
redeveloped multi-building nonresidential property as potential pilot projects;

! Directs the Colorado water conservation board to update its approval criteria
and guidelines, including regionally applicable factors that sponsors can use
for substitute water supply and augmentation plans that specify the amount of
evapotranspiration of preexisting natural vegetative cover, to which the state
engineer and water judges must give presumptive effect, subject to rebuttal;

! Reduces the amount of water needed for a project's temporary substitute water
supply plan and permanent augmentation plan by the amount of historic
natural depletion to the waters of the state, if any, caused by the preexisting
natural vegetative cover and evaporation evapotranspiration on the surface
of the area that will be, or that has been, made impermeable as part of the pilot
project; and

! Specifies that a project's temporary retention of storm water for the purpose
of improving water quality is not subject to an order of the state or division
engineers if the retention complies with the board's criteria and guidelines and
the applicable requirements of the state's water quality laws.

! Extends the repeal date of the program from 2019 to 2025.
$12,240 is appropriated from the Colorado water conservation board construction

fund to the department of natural resources for use by the board to implement the act.
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