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SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

CONCERNING INTERSTATE RAIL SERVICE IN SOUTHERN COLORADO, AND, IN CONNECTION THEREWITH,
CREATING A COMMISSION AND A FUND FOR THE PURPOSES OF ENCOURAGING AMTRAK TO CONTINUE

ITS SOUTHWEST CHIEF RAIL LINE SERVICE AT ALL CURRENT COLORADO STOPS, EXPANDING SUCH

SERVICE TO INCLUDE A STOP IN PUEBLO,       STUDYING THE POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF EXPANDING SUCH

SERVICE TO INCLUDE A STOP IN WALSENBURG, AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION. 
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Fiscal Impact of Bill as Amended to Date

The most recent Legislative Council Staff Revised Fiscal Note (attached) reflects the fiscal impact
of the bill as of 04/28/14.

XXX No Change: Attached LCS Fiscal Note accurately reflects the fiscal impact of the bill

Update: Fiscal impact has changed due to new information or technical issues

Update: Fiscal impact has changed due to amendment adopted after LCS Fiscal Note was prepared

Non-Concurrence: JBC Staff and Legislative Council Staff disagree about the fiscal impact of the bill

Amendments in This Packet for Consideration by Appropriations Committee

Amendment Description

J.008 Staff-prepared appropriation amendment

Current Appropriations Clause in Bill
The bill includes an appropriation clause that appropriates $5,983 cash funds and 0.1 FTE to the
Department of Transportation in FY 2014-15 from the Southwest Chief Rail Line Economic
Development, Rural Tourism, and Infrastructure Repair and Maintenance Fund for personal services,
operating expenses, and non-legislative member expense reimbursement. The current appropriation
clause does not reflect the estimated fiscal impact from the most recent Revised Fiscal Note.

Description of Amendments in This Packet
J.008 Staff has prepared amendment J.008 (attached) to change the existing clause to appropriate

$5,279 cash funds and 0.1 FTE to the Department of Transportation in FY 2014-15 from the
Southwest Chief Rail Line Economic Development, Rural Tourism, and Infrastructure
Repair and Maintenance Fund for personal services, operating expenses, and non-legislative
member expense reimbursement to align the appropriation with the most recent Revised
Fiscal Note.
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Points to Consider

Revenue Source 
If the Committee adopts J.008 there will be a cash funds appropriation of $5,279 and 0.1 FTE for
FY 2014-15; one source of cash funds revenue is gifts, grants, and donations.  For FY 2014-15 the
Pueblo Area Council of Governments submitted a letter committing up to $5,000 annually for the
Commission.  Is it likely that sufficient gifts, grants, and donations will be received in addition to
the one identified above for this purpose for FY 2014-15?  How does the General Assembly intend
to fund this program in FY 2015-16 and future fiscal years?
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