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State Revenue
Cash Funds
Fines Collection Cash Fund See State Revenue and Expenditures section.

State Expenditures

FTE Position Change

Effective Date: August 7, 2013, if the General Assembly adjourns on May 8, 2013, as scheduled, and
no referendum petition isfiled.

Appropriation Summary for FY 2013-2014: None required.

Local Government Impact: SeeLoca Government section.

Summary of Legidation

The bill addsto existing duties and responsibilitiesfor coroners and law enforcement when
aperson dies under circumstances that may require an investigation.

New duties for coroners include:

» doing post mortem work previously done by a physician;

» notifying law enforcement of a death if the coroner isthefirst to know;

» taking custody of suicide notes,

» notifying next of kin in certain circumstances,

» taking custody of, and properly documenting, prescription medicationsfound at ascene;

» sealing the premises and safeguarding property in noncriminal investigations,

* respondingtothe Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment and Colorado
Department of Transportation when information is requested.

Thebill also repealsaprovision that allows a coroner to ask aphysician to make ascientific
examination of a body and repeals the provision that allows a physician who is conducting a
postmortem examination to removethe pituitary gland of adeceased person for purposes of medical
research.
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State Revenue and Expenditures

Thebill isnot expected to significantly impact state revenue or expenditures. Thebill could
increase state revenue from fines for misdemeanor convictions, although the amount is expected to
beminimal. A coroner, or hisor her designee, who failsto perform aforensic autopsy or who fails
to have aforensic autopsy performed pursuant to the law commits a class 3 misdemeanor. Second
and subsequent violations are class 1 misdemeanors. Fineslevied pursuant to this provision of the
bill represent the potential for new revenue as current law provides no penalty for not conducting a
forensic autopsy. Fine revenue that is not otherwise appropriated is deposited into the Fines
Collection Cash Fund. Thisfiscal note assumesthat the 64 coronersin Colorado will comply with
laws regulating the profession.

When anew offenseiscreated thereispotential for anincreasein the courts’ workload. This
fiscal note assumesthat the 64 coronersin Colorado will comply withlawsregulating the profession.
As aresult, the number of new case filings is expected to be minimal and, therefore, absorbable
within the Judicial Branch’s existing resources.

Local Government I mpact

The new dutiesfor coronersidentified on page 1 codify current practice, and, assuch, are not
expected to significantly impact county revenue or expenditures. Regarding the new offenses
created in the bill, the penalty for a class 3 misdemeanor is 0 to 6 monthsin acounty jail, afine of
$50t0 $750, or both. The penalty for aclass 1 misdemeanor is6 to 18 monthsin acounty jail, afine
of $500 to $5,000, or both. Because the courts have the discretion of incarceration or imposing a
fine, theimpact at thelocal level cannot be determined. The cost to house an offender in county jails
varies from $45 to $50 per day in smaller rural jailsto $62 to $65 per day for larger Denver-metro
areajails. For thecurrent fiscal year, the state reimburses county jailsadaily rate of $50.44 to house
state inmates. It isassumed that the impact of this new misdemeanor will be minimal and will not
create the need for additional county jail space.
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