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Summary of Legislation

This bill addresses several areas of statute governing K-12 education. Among its many
provisions, the bill:

» gpecifiesthat if acharter school appliesfor any non-formulaic state or federal grant, the
school is the Local Education Agency (LEA) for the purposes of applying for and
determining €eligibility for the grant, and may request that the state Charter School
Institute (CSI) act as the grant manager;

» extendsfor oneyear continuous spending authority to the CDE for theeducator licensure
cash fund,

» restates the commissioner of education's responsibility to assign and monitor a unique
educator identifying number and to assist the state Board of Education (BOE) to evaluate
teacher preparation programs at institutions of higher education and prepare an annual
report;

» authorizes the Colorado Department of Education (CDE) to develop a definition of
course completion and to collect student-level course completion datafrom schoolsand
districts; and

» aligns existing statutes concerning statewide assessments with the development and
implementation schedule for new statewide assessments.
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With respect to the Accelerating Students through Concurrent Enrollment (ASCENT)
program, this bill:

» authorizes the Concurrent Enrollment Advisory Board to recommend a funding
allocation model to the SBE in the event that the number of qualified students seeking
participation in ASCENT exceeds available appropriations,

» prioritizes ASCENT funding for schools and districts with historically low college
participation rates, and for students eligible for free and reduced lunch, whenever the
number of qualified students exceed available appropriations; and

* removes some obsolete reporting requirements.

State Expenditures

Thishill will have minimal impactson state expenditures. Managing federal and stategrants
impacts several divisionsin the CDE, such asthe officesof federal grants, accounting, public school
finance, and information technology. Under existing law, only school districtsand the state Charter
School Institute are LEAS. This bill specifies that any charter school may also be an LEA for the
purpose of applying for competitivestate or federal grants. Thismay expand the pool of applications
for grant money, however no immediate increase in grant applications or awards is anticipated.

The CDE collects data and monitors state grants made to an LEA. The CDE may have
dlightly increased costs to adjust data systems to accommodate new LEAS. Once a charter school
wins acompetitive state grant asan LEA, the CDE will collect additional information and monitor
the school and the grant manager in the same way it monitors any LEA. Any additional cost is
estimated to be minimal and can be absorbed within existing appropriations.

The bill also extends continuous spending authority for the educator licensure cash fund.
For FY 2013-14 and FY 2014-15, the fund is not subject to appropriations made by the General
Assembly.
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