Attachment 1

COLORADO ASSOCIATION OF HEALTH PLANS

Oppose SJR13-021 - Interim Committee to Study Health Care

Background: SJR21 establishes a legislative committee to study Colorado’s health care
system during the 2013 interim. The committee will consist of nineteen people, including
members of the legislature and general public. The primary function of the committee is to
study implementing a “unique” single-payer cooperative healthcare model developed by
Dr. Gerald Freidman.

Why you should OPPOSE SJR 021: Colorado’s business community and insurance
industry stand united in opposition to SJR21 because:

« Colorado already has a "uniquely Colorado” solution in process - the Colorado
Health Benefit Exchange, which received bipartisan and broad stakeholder
support when it was established in 2011.

* The committee established under SJR21 will only serve to detract from the
efforts necessary to successfully implement the Exchange. Colorado’s health
care sector only has so much bandwidth and energy, and we feel all effort should
be put behind the Exchange to ensure a successful launch on October 1, 2013.

* The committee established under SJR21 presumes the Exchange’s failure and
actively seeks to implement a single-payer system that would put the Exchange
out of business by eliminating the private insurance industry.

* Colorado has already established such a committee and had a robust discussion.
The Blue Ribbon Commission for Health Care Reform met from 2006-2008 and
thoroughly discussed all aspects of Colorado’s health care system. The
Commission specifically rejected recommending a single-payer system.
However, numerous Commission recommendations are currently being
implemented in Colorado, including:

o Establishing the Exchange;

o Expanding the use of Medical Homes in public and private payers;

o Administrative simplification or private health insurance;

o Price transparency though the All Payer Claims Database; and

o Paying for quality and moving away from fee-for-service payments.
Also, numerous other Commission recommendations are being implemented
through Colorado’s compliance with the Affordable Care Act.

Help Colorado succeed in its current efforts by not allowing the SJR21 to move forward.
Now is not the time to start another conversation that presumes a single-payer system is
the way to go. Now is the time to support the unique Colorado efforts already underway.

Vote No on SJR12-021

Contact Marc Reece for additional information: mreece@colohealthplans.org or 303-335-0137
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