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Position on HB 13-1275

HB 13-1275 directs the State Board of Health to issue a request for proposals from
potential contractors who will conduct a major study of “existing epidemiological
data regarding the effects of oil and gas operations on human health”, and lays out
the framework and many of the parameters within which the proposed study shall
be conducted.

We appreciate the fact that the sponsors have included in this bill many of the
procedural characteristics that we consider important, but the Sierra Club Rocky
Mountain Chapter cannot support HB 13-1275 in its present form and thus
have taken a position of neutral. We do not believe that the study prescribed in
the bill is likely to produce useful results.

The Sierra Club strongly supports a commitment by the state to increase
independent scientific analysis of the conditions at and around oil and gas
operations in Colorado that may impact human health and the
environment. We believe that the state’s commitment to useful scientific analysis
of the potential effects of oil and gas operations should be commensurate with the
expanding scope and changing nature of those operations. We believe that the
design and conduct of these studies should be transparent, with significant
opportunities for public involvement built in. However:

e Epidemiology can be a very powerful scientific tool, but in this case, without
better data on
o chemicals released from these operations
o potential exposure pathways and exposure levels
o potentially associated disease incidence
o and without sufficient time for some of the diseases of concern to

develop, the review of existing epidemiological data will have limited
usefulness.

e Inconclusive results (which we believe will be the likely outcome of the
proposed study) could cause more confusion and consternation than
enlightenment.

e The bill's very tight time schedule may be unrealistic.

e It isn’t clear where the resources for the study will be found. CDPHE is
already unable to carry out its mandates for lack of staff and other resources.
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