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Mental Illness and Violent Crimes against Others

The vast majority of people with serious mental illnesses are not dangerous to society. Only about 4% of
all violent crimes against others are committed by people with a diagnosis of serious mental illness. (2)

The most predictive violence risk factors for people with and without a mental health diagnosis are
substance abuse, low socioeconomic status, and a history of trauma. (3)

Men and women with serious mental illness are 11 times more likely to be the victim of a violent crime
than the general population. (4)

Mental Health Reporting and Firearms Background Checks

Colorado is one of 38 states that reports mental health records to a state and/or federal background
check system. (5)

The FBI’s National Instant Criminal Background Check (NICS) data show that from 1999-2010 reporting on
mental illness accounted for less than 3% of firearms purchase denials.

66% of background check denials were due to felony conviction, indictment, or fugitive from justice
status. (6)
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If you or someone you know is struggling with a mental
or emotional problem, getting into trouble with drugs or
alcohol, having family or relationship problems, or
problems at work or school, call Metro Crisis Line at

888-885-1222. Free, confidential help and guidance
is only a phone call away.
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Firearm Deaths in Colorado by Intent, 2004-2011:
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From 2004-2011, 4,362 people died in Colorado as a result of firearms use.
76% of all firearms wound deaths in Colorado (3,315 people) were suicides.

87% of suicides by firearm were committed by males; 88% were White, Non-Hispanic.
50% of ALL suicide deaths in Colorado during this time were committed using a firearm.

Circumstances of Suicide Firearm Deaths by Gender in Colorado, 2004-2011:
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e Depression was the top mental health indicator for suicide.
e Females were more likely to have reported mental health problems than males.
e Male suicides were more likely to be associated with problems with alcohol or jobs. (1)



